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Te the Right Honourable 

Henry Earl of Lincoln^ 

AxjDiTOR of the Exchequer, 

AND 

Knight of the moft Noble Order 
of the Garter, ^c. fc?f. 

Equally Great by his 
DESCENT and AFFINITY; 

A 

M O B L E M A N, 

W H t B 

Virtues and Amiable Qualities add a Lu- 

'ftre to his Honours, and diSufe Happinefs 
<Am()ng all within their Influence, 

THIS TRANSLATION 

o F 

La BRVrERE's WORKS, 

IS, 

With i'eal and profound Refpeft, 

Dedicated by his Lordship '•$ 
Mjfi Humbli and Obidient Sirvant, 



C C O U N T 



jMr. la B RU r E R E. 



L S oor Author wm very far from an intriguing 

\^ Dirpofition, and the Coarlc of hie Life uni- 

tn, it ;^rili no ample Subject for Biography. 

I Failier was vtry aiiivc in the League un- 

r the Duke of G'w/c, for the Support of Catho- 

jfm I jS^i which carricJ all before it, till the fa< 

3UJ Battle of iVrf ijgo, proved a dccifive Blow 

it, and Henry the IVth, to improve this Succeft, 

1 Siege to P<3tii, where above i loo Ecclefiajties 

ltd Rcfieiuai marched through the Sireect. armed 

I a Military Manner, with a bige Standard, on 

nich a Cruciiix, and the Virgin were reprefcnted, 

I Older to ^imatc the Parifiam with a Pcrfuafion 

It their Religion lay at Stalce ; and according]/ 

r RcJiilancc was fo obllinatc, that the King 

obliged to draw off. 

luwcvcr, amid^ the Combufiion* of hia Coua- 

nr, our AutJior'i Father took fuch care of his Do- 

jKftick Concenu.tlial bcfides the Charges of a ve- 

f extraordinary Education, he left tiim a eonfi- 

teroblc Sum of Money, great part of which young 

^Bn^crt laid out in the I'urchafe of the Ofiice of 

flrcafurer of franct, at Cam. 

; But Toon sfler he was poitcd more fuitably lo hii 

t snd Inclination, being by theGrcai ifij/"'"' 

lopof Mtaux, appointed Hifltiry teacher to the 

iphin, near which excellent Prince, he pafTcd 

Remainder of his Life, with a Penfion of looo 

Crowm, ai a Man ef Lttiin, an Ellablilbmeni per- 
hap) never fcen in ihc CiviI-lill,of any fovcreiga 
^t/yu» the XiVth. This Piomoiion wai foon 
^^Unnrrfarf ftr i Rr*\ In \\r Tmth hraAfrtw. -wKfeilM 



is efteemed fach a dillinguifhing Honour, as to bt 
called thi blue Ribbcn of the Geniufes, 
• Fhil<^pliic Leifure was with hkn the moft' de- 
fireable Ingredient in Life ; he loved to give him- 
felf alternately to his Books and Friends, in both 
which he had a very- juft Tafte, if not a little too 
delicate. He never promoted Diverfion, but ilfo 
never declined it, when in decency unavoidable, 
and always acquitted himfelf with a good Grace ; 
for the Goodnefs of his Life maintained in him a 
conftant Flow of modeft Chearfulnefs. His Con- 
yecTation was polite, folid and virtuous ; fo cau- 
tious was he of afFeding any Superiority, or (hew- 
ipg any Ambition, that the Vivacity of his Wit,^ 
and the Extent of his Knowledge, never gave any 
Umbraee, not even to thofe who valued themfelvei "" 
on thele Qualities. 

If his Chara^ers are not writ in the Simplici^ 
of Theophraftusy it muft be coniidered, that the v/- 
tfiman adapted his Stile to the plain Manners of 
the City, in which the Frenchman has imitated him, 
in defcribing the more artful, gpd diverfi£ed Man* • 
ners of his Nation. 

His X>eath w^. attended with a Circomftanct 
fomething fineular, being fuddenly feifed with a 
total Dea&eis, yet free from any Senfation in tht 
leaft painful; in this Condition he remained four 
Days, when an Apoplexy carried- lum oflF, in Jk 
Charter of an Hour. 
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Manners of the Age. 

THE Subjca of the following Sheets 
being borrowed of the Publick, 
it is but Juflice to make Reftitu- 
tion to it of the whole Work, fuch as. it is, 
throughout which the utmoft regard has been 
paid to Truth. The World may view its 
Pi^iure drawn from Life, and if confcious of 
any of the DefeSs which I have delineated, let 
it correft them. This only a Man ought to 
propofe to himfelf in Writing, but fuch a Sue- 
cefs is little to be expecSled. However, as Men 
do not forfake Vice, we are not to give over re- 
proaching them: The Probability' of their grow- 
ing worfe, without Cenfure and Reproof, makes 

B Writing 
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Manners of the Aj^e. 5 

in fome meafure took both their Advices, as 
oppofite as they feemed to be, and obferved a 
Medium which clafheis witb neither. 1 did 
not fcniple to add fome new Remarks to thofe 
which already had doubled the Bulk of the firft 
Edition of my Book; but that the Publick 
might not be obliged to read <>ver what was 
4one before, to come at what lias been added 
fince, and th^ they might immediately find 
what they w^idd read» I took care to dlf* 
tingui(h the fecond Additions by a greater 
Mark and the firft by a lefs, as well to (hew 
the Prc^feft. of my Charafters, as to guide the 
Reader in die Choice he might be willing to 
make. AncI left be fliould be afraid that I 
Ibould t»y%t have done with Additions^ I fi»- 
cerely promifed to venture on nothing more of 
this kind. If any one accufes me with break* 
ing my Word, by adding in the three enfuing 
Editions a great many new B^emarks, he may 
perceive, by mingling new with old, without 
any l^ark of Diflin£lion, I did not fo much 
endeavour to entertain the World with No- 
velties, as to deliver to Poftcrily a Book of 
Morals more pure, regular, and complete. 
To conclude, what I have written is not dc- 
figned for Maxims; they are like Laws in 

B J Mg- 
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Morality ; and I have neither Genitis nor Au» 
thority for a Lregiflator. I know well enough, 
I (hould have offended againft the Ufe of Max- 
ims, which requires (hort and concife Terms^ 
like Oracles. Some of my Remarks are of 
this kind, others are more diffufe. We think 
of things differently, and we exprefs them in 
a Turn altogether as different : By a Sentence, 
an Argument, a Metaphor, a Simile, or fome 
other Figure, by a Story at length, or a 
fingle Paflage ; by a Defcription, or a Pifiure ; 
from whence proceeds the I^ength or Shortnefs 
of my Reflexions. They who write Maxims, 
fet up for Infallibility ; on the contrary, I al- 
low any body to fay my Remarks are not al- 
ways juft, provided he will bimfelf make better. 



Of 
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Of Worh of Genius. 

WE arc come too late, by fcveral 
thouland Years, to fay any thing new 
in Morality. The fined and moft beautiful 
Thoughts concerning Manners have been carried 
away before our times, and nothing is left for 
us, but to glean after the Ancients, and the moft 
ingenious of the Moderns. 

* Wc muft only endeavour to think and fpeak 
juftly ourfelves, without aiming to bring others 
over to our Tafte and Sentiments; that would 
be too great an Enterprizc. 

To make a Book, is no lefe a Trade than to 
make a Clock; fomething more than Wit i» 
neceflary to for-m an Author. A certain Magif- 
trate was advancing by his Merits to the firft 
Dignities of the long Robe; he was a Man of 
Addrefs and Experience, but muft print a 
Treatife of Morality, which had a quick Sale 
only for its Ridiculoufnefs. 

B 4 To 
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To raife a Reputation by a good Work» is 
not fo eafy as to make an indifferent one valued 
by a ReputatioA already acquired. 

A Satire or a Libel, handed about privately 
in Manufcriptwith aCbarge of Secrecy, though 
but mean in itfdf, paffea for a Mafterpieces the 
Frinting is what ruins it* 

Take away from moft <^ our Moral Dif' 
courfes the Adyertifement to the Reader, the 
Epiftle Dedicatory, the Preface, the Table and 
the Conunendatory Vetfes, there will Icldom be 
enougli left to defenre the Name of a Book. 

Some things won'tbearaMediocrity,asPoetry^ 
Mufick, Painting and QratcMry* 

What a cruel Torture is it to hear a duD De* 

cTamation delivered with Pomp and Solemnity, 
or bad Veries rehearfed with the Emphaiis of 
a wretched Poet! 

Some Poets in their Dramatic Pieces are fond 
of fefijuipedalian Words and fonorous Verfes, 
which feem ftrong, elevated and fublimej the 
People ftare, gape, and hear them greedily; they 

are 



Manners of tit Age, 9 

are tranfported at what they fancy is rare^ and 
where they underftand leaft, are fure to admire 
moft; they fcarce allow themfelves time to 
breathe^ and are loth to be interrupted by Claps 
or Applaufes : When I was young, I imagined 
thefe Paifages were clear and intelligible to the 
AQtors^ thef Pit, Boxes and Galleries; that the 
Authors underftood themfelves, and that I muft 
be very dull to know nothing of the matter 
after much Attention : But I am now un-* 
deceived* 

There hardly was ever fecn any Piece excel- 
lent in its kind, which was the joint • Labour 
of feveral Men : Homer writ his Iliads, Virgil 
his JEntxdsy Livy his Decades, and Cicero his 
Orations. 

As there is in .NTafure, (o there is in Art, 
a Point of Perfefiion. He who difcovers it, 
and is touched with it, has a^od Taft^ : He 
who is not fenfibic of it, but loverf what is be- 
low or above that Point, underfiands neither 



* On the Aceutenvf's DiStionmyf which has tt 
laft appeared ia 1694, aft«£ btittg exjp€^ed abave 
ferty Years. 
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Art nor Nature. Since then there is a good and 
bad Tafte, we may with reaibn difpute the 
Difference. 

Men have generally more Fire than Judg- 
ment; or, to fpeak properly, there are few 
whofe Wit is attended with a juft Tafte> and 
a judicious Criticifm. 

TTie Lives of Heroes have cnrich'd Hiftory, 
and Hiftory has adorn'd the Actions of Heroes: 
So that 'tis difficult to tell who are moft in- 
debted, theHiftoriansto thofewho furnifh them 
with fuch noble Materials or the Great Men 
to their Immortalifing Htftorians. 

'Tis a forry Commendation that is made up 
of a Heap of Epithets ; Actions alone, and the 
manner of relating them, fpeak a Man's Praife. 

The chief Art of an Author confifts in De- 
figning and Painting well. The Excellence of 
f Mofesj Horner^ Plato^ VirgilznA Horace^ above 
other Writers, lies wholly in their Expreffions 
and Images. . Truth is the beft Guide to make 
a Man write forcibly, naturally and delicately. 



+ Mofes if confidered only as an Author. 
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We ihould have done by Stile, as by Arcbi- 
tedlure ; we have entirely banifhed the Gothic 
Order, which the Barbarians introduced in 
their Palaces and Temples, and have recalled 
theD^/V, lonicyTLtid Corinthian : That which was 
only to be feen in the Ruins of antique Rome 
and Greece now decorates our Modem Por- 
tico's and Columnades ; fo in Writing, we 
can never arrive at Perfection, or furpafs the 
Antients, if fuch a thing is pof&hle, but by imi- 
tating them. 

How many Ages were paft, before Men 
could retrieve the Tafte of the Antients in Arts 
and Sciences, and at length countenance the 
Simple and Natural. 

We nourifli ourfclves from the Antients and 
Ingenious Moderns j we fqueeze, we drain 
them as much as wc poffibly can, we ftufF our 
Works with wretched Imitations and Plagia - 
iifm>and when at laft become profelTed Authors^ 
we conceit we caa walk without Help ; we 
decry our Benefadors, like rugged ChHdren, 
who, grown pert and ftrong from a fucculent 
Milk> are £or beating their Nurfes. 

I ^ A 
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A Modern Wit * makes it his Buflncfs ta 
prove the Antients inferior to us by two ways^ 
Reafon and Example. The Reafon is his par- 
ticular Opinion, and the Examples his own 
Writings. 

He confcflcS, the Antients, unequal and rn* 
corre£l as they are, iiave fome fine Lines \ he 
cites them, and fo fine they are, that for the 
fake of thefe onIy> his Criticifms are read. 

X Some learned Men declare in favour of the 
Antients ag^inft the Moderns : But we appre- 
hend they judge in their own Caufe, their 
Works being fo exaftly modelled after An- 
tiquity J we except againft their Authority. 



»i*i 



♦ Charles Pirraultp whO" hat employed 3 Vol, 
1 2 mo. to prove that the Modems excelled the At- 
tients : He was warmly oppofed by BoUeau^ who 
however carried his Admiration of Mr, Addtfen^ 
a celebrated EngUJh Poet, fo fax as to tell lum, 
that had he formerly feen his Works, he would 
have allowed the Antients to have been eqaalled 
by one Modem. 

I Meffieurs iUr/«/^ and VeJ^ioux. 

Ai» 



Manners of the Age. I j 

An Author fliould be fond of reading his 
Works to thofe who know how to correal and 
efteem them* 

He that will not be correfied or advifed iit 
his Writings is a-kin to a Pedant. 

An Author ought to receive with equal 
Modefty the Praifes and the Criticifeis which 
are paft on hi» Produftions. 

Amongft all the different Expreflions which 
can render any one of our Thoughts, there is 
but one good ; we are not always fo fortunate 
as to hit upon it in Writing or Speaking. How- 
ever^ that there is fuch a one is certain, and 
that all the reft are weak, and will not fatisfy 
a Man of Senle> who would exprels bis full 
Meaning. 

A good Author, wfio writes with Care, often 
'finds that the Exprefiionhe has fearched after for 
fometime, without knowing it, proves at laft to 
be the moft Ample and. the moft natural^ and 

which 
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which ought to have prefented itfelf to him 

at firft^ without ranfacking his Memory. 

Thofe who write by Humour, arc fubje£l 
frequently to rcvife their Works, and give *em 
new Touches : And as their Humours are never 
fixed, but vary on every flight Occafion, they 
no longer admire thofe ExpreiHons and Terms 
they were fo charmed with at firft. 

The fame true Senfe, which makes an Au- 
thor write a great many good things, makes 
him apprehend that tliey arc not good enough 
to defervc Reading. 

A (hallow Wit thinks his Writings Divine : 
a Man of good Senfe judges that he writes 
tolerably. 

I was, fays ^r//?«.', prevailed upon to read my 
Book to Zoilus : I read it, he was fatisfy'd, and 
before he had leifure to diflike it, he commended 
it coldly in my Prefence ; fmce that he Jias not 
faid a word in its favour ; however, I excufe 
him, I defire no more of an Author, and 
even pity him for the Vexation of hearing fo 
many fine things^ which were not his own. 

Such 
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Such whom their Circumftanccs place a- 
bove the Jealoufies of an Author, have other 
Cares and Paffions to diAra<fl them, and create 
an Indifference towards another Man*s Con- 
ceptions : 'Tis difficult to find a Pcrfon, who 
in his Mind, Inclination and Fortune isdifpofed 
to a quick Relifh of all tiie Pleafure that a 
compleat Piece can give him. 

The Pleafure of Criticifing takes away from 
us the Pleafure of being fenfibly charmM with 
the £neft things. 

Many who perceive the Merit of a ManiK 
fcript, when they hear it read, will not de- 
clare themfelves in its favour, till they fee 
what Succeis it has in the World when prin- 
ted, and what is its Character among the In- 
genious. They will not hazard their Votes 
before its Fortune is decided, and then they are 
carried away with the Multitude. Then they 
are very forward to fay that they firfl ap- 
proved the Work, and that the Woild is of 
their Opinion. 

Thcfc 
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Thcfe Men lofe many a fair Opportunttjr 
to convince us, that they are Perfons of Capacity 
and Tafle, that they can make a true Judgment 
of good, and better. A fine Piece falls into 
their Hands, 'tis the Author's firft Work, before 
he has got any Name, there are as yet no Pre- 
poiTcffions in his behalf; an Applaufe of it is no 
Compliment to the Great j 'Tis not required 
of you, Zclotes, that you (hou'd cry out, This 
is a Majier -piece : Hwnan Wit never reached yi 
far ; We will judge of no bodfs Senfe^ but by 
his Thoughts of this Book \ extravagant and of- 
fenfive Exprcflions which fmell of the Pcnfion, 
or the Abbey, and are injurious to what is 
n&ally commendable : but why did you not fo 
much as fay 'tis a good Book ? '7'is true, at 
laft you fay fo, when the whole Kingdom ha» 
approved it ; when Foreigifers, as well as your 
own Coimtry men are fond of it 5 when *tia 
printed all over Europe^ tranflated into all Lan- 
guages, but then it is too late* 

Some having read a Book, quote certairt 
Paffages which they don't thoroughly under- 
ftand, and debafe them by fome mixture of their 
own: And thcfe PaSges fo mutilated and 

dbfigurcd 
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disfigured they expofe to Cenfure, maintain 
them to be paultry StuiF, and as they cite 
the World indeed readily agrees with them ; 
But the real Paflage they pretend to quoU» 
la never the worfe for their Injuftice. 

Well, fays one. What's your Opinion of 
Hermedorm^t Book? A moft wretched one, 
replys Jntbymus. Wretched! What do you 
mean» Sir ? That 'tis fo, continues he ; 'tis not 
a Book) or at leaft, it does, not deferve to 
be taken notice of. Have you read ic ? N09 
fays Antbymus : Why does he not add, Fuhia 
and Melania have condemned it without 
reading, and Fuhia and Melania are my Fa- 
vourites. 

I Jrfsnesy from the Summit of Self-conceit^ 
contemplates Mankind> and at the Diftance 
from whence he beholds them, feems affrighted 
at their Littlenefs : Commended and extolled 
to the Skies, by a knot of Perfons who have 
reciprocally covenanted to admire one another: 
Full of what little Merit he has, he fancies he 
has as much- as can be in Man, and more 
than ever he will have : Poffeffed with fwelling 
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Ideas, he fcarcely finds time to pronounce 
feme certain Oracles : Elevated by his Cha- 
rader above human Judgments, he leaves 
to vulgar Souls to trudge on in an uniform 
Life, being anfwcrabic for his Inconfiftency to 
none but that Cabal, who have refolvM to 
idolize him: They alone judge or think 
aright: They alone write, and alone ought 
to write. There is no Work, tho' never fo 
well received in the World, or univerfally liked 
by Men of Senfe, which he does approve, 
nay, which he would condefcend to read : He 
is incapable of being corre£led by this Pi6(« 
ture, were it to be feen by him. 

* Theocrines is very well acquainted with 
what is trivial and unprofitable ; he is very 
fingular in all his Sentiments, and always lefs 
folid than dogmatical ; He makes no ufe of 
any thing but his Memory, is referved, arro- 
gant, and fcems continually laughing to him- 
iclf at fuch whom he thinks his Inferiors. 
I once happened to read him fomething of mine, 
he heard it out with Impatienoe, then pre- 
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fently ran on about his own : But what faid 
he of yours ? (ay you : I have told you already, 
he talked to me only of his own. 

The moft accomplifhcd Fiece which the Age 
has produced, would be reduced to nothing 
under the Hands of Criticks and Cenfors, if 
the Author would hearken to all their Ob* 
je^ons, and allow every one to throw out the 
Faifiige he was pleas'd to cenfure. 

Experience tells us, if there are ten Peribns 
.who wouldftrikea Thought or an Expreffion 
out of a Book, there are a like number who 
would reftore it: Thefe will alledge, why 
would you fupprefs that Thought ? 'Tis new, 
fine and delicately exprefled. The other Party 
affirm it fhould be omitted, at leaft they would 

have given it another Turn. In your Work, 
feys one, there is a very happy Phrafe, it 
points out your Meaning moft naturally; 
methinks, fays another there is a Word too 
bold, and yet does not fignify fo much as 
you would have it. 'T is the fame Word, 
and the fame Lines thefe Critcks differ fo much 
about 5 and yet they are all Judges, or pafs for 
fuch. - What then fliall a^ Author do, in fuch 

a Con- 
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% Contrariety ? Let him dare > to follow tbe 
Advice of thofc who approve the Paflage. 

A ferious \ Author is not obliged to trouble 
his Head with all the malignant Ccnfures 
thrown at him, or to be concerned at the im* 
pertinent Con(lni6lions which a fort of Men 
may make on fome Paflages of his Wiitingi 
much Ie(s ought he to fuppreft them. He can- 
not but be convinced, that let a Man be acrtr 
fo exa£t in his Compofitions, the dull Raillery 
and wretched BufFoonry of certain worthleft 
People are unavoidable, and that the bcft 
Things are their peculiar Ridicule. 

What ^ prodigious Difference is there be- 
tween a fine Piece, and one that's regular and 
perfe<^! I queflion whether there is a fmgle one 
of the laft Kind, it being perhaps lets difficult for 
a fine Genius to hit upon the Great and Sub* 
lime, than to avoid all Errors: The Cid at its 
firfl Appearance was univerfally admired ; It 
rofe in fpitc of Policy or Power, § which 



I Allufion to the various Applications of thefc 
Charafters. 

% Cardinal Ricbiieu envied CorreiUe this Piece, 
and in a manner cor^i^Ued the French Academy to 

criticize it. 

at- 



attempted ia tiIb to cn& c^ 

Cits, tho'alwafi mr^id iz 

united in £iToor cf tSak Tngai ar, vaa 

by heart, bodipafioeafcij anrir^BTTT ia& lAja 

in repeating it. Tbe Ci^ in fior, s cue of 

the fincft Pocznt, jct^ns ^&c UrCixacuHi 

is that on the C/. 

Cf^, ^ who fess 19 far 2 Ju^ oT ^lue 
and fancies he writes Ske Bwwwmr , or JLim:;e^ 
oppofes the Voice of t!ie Peo^ds, znc ii inc tmir 
Peribn who fgysDamij % u noL a §ooc AiCDtr: 
J)ams ag^n fc^ows the Crowd, snc wisL tne 
Publick ingcnaonfljr im, iisi Ct^ ii a dul 
Writer. 

When any Piece Ai op gjy aS<:ftt ratu and 
ratfes braTe exalted Sf fitimmt s, nrvt:r |o 
about to examine it by die Ruks of CocnpoC- 
tion; diofe Emotions are the heft FzktM th^ 
it comes from a mafleriy Hand. 

*Tis the Bufinels of the News-monger to in- 
form us when aBook is puUi(hed, for whom it 



• Bwrfaut, X ^^'^^' 
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is printed, in i^hat Charafter, how bounds 
and on what Paper; he ought to know fo modi 
as the Bookfeller's Sign. His Folly is to pre- 
tend to Criticifm. 

The- higheft reach of a News- Writer is a 
vifionary Defcant on Policy, and vain Predic- 
tions of the Confequences of public Meaf'ures. 

The Philofophcr f waftes his Life in ob- 
fcrving Men, and expofing Vice and Folly; if 
at any Time he gives a turn to a Sentence, it 
is not Co much from the Vanity of an Author, 
as to fet fome Truth he has found out in a pro- 
per Light, that it may make the defigned Impref- 
llon. Yet fome Readers think they do very well 
by him, if they fay with a Magifterial Air, they 
have read his Book, and that there is fome 
Senfe in it; but he returns them their Praifes, as 
no ways the Scope of his Labours and Elucubra- 
tlons : He has higher Aims, and a£ls upon a 
more noble Principle : He requires from Man- 
kind a greater and more extraordinary Succefs 
than Commendation, or even Rewards. He 
requires Reformation. 

f The Author himfelf. 
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A Fool reads a Book, and underibnds no- 
thing in it; a Witling reads it, he fancies he 
is prefently Mafter of it all without Exception; 
a Man of Difcernment fometimcs docs not 
comprehend it entirely, he diftinguifties what 
is clear from what is obfcure, whilft the Beaux 
Effrits will have thofe Paffagcs dark which are 
not, and aiFedl not to underfland what is really 
intelli^ble. 

In vain an Author endeavours to make him- 
felf admired by his Produdions. A Fool fome* 
times admires ; a Man of Genius has in him 
the Seeds of all Truths and all Sentiments, no- 
thing is new to him : He admires very feldoin; 
he approves. 

I queftion if 'tis poflible to write Letters of 
more Wit, and in every refpeft more agreeable 
and delicate than we find Balfai^s and f^oitr/re's. 
'Tis true, they arevoidof thofe Sentiments which 
have fince taken amongft us, and are of female 
Origin. That Sex excels ours in thi-j kind 
of Writing ; thofe Expreffions and Grac<n fl/W 
from them, which are in us the LiFccU 'A f /*- 
hour and Refearch ; they arc fo hz;.y/ v • *-.f 
Words, and place them fo j.*ai/, :,.i tj^if 

*•**- ♦•■■ />-jj 
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Meaning is obvious, all Light and Elegancjr ; 
yet they have the Charm of Novelty, and feem 
only defigned for the Ufe they put them to ; 
they only can exprels a whole Sentence in a 
fingle Word, and render a delicate Thought in 
a Turn altogether as delicate : We find in all 
their Letters an inimitable Connexion through 
the Whole, in a Series of natural Sentiments. 
If the Ladies were more corre^, I might af- 
firm, that they have produced feme Letters, 
equal to any thing in our Language 

Terence wanted nothing but Wanjith : What 
Pur it}', what Exaflnefs, what Polilenefs, what 
Elegance, and what Charafters? * MoHert 
wanted nothing but to avoid Jargon, and write 
purely. What Fire? what Nature? what 
Pleafantry, what Imitation ? what Imagery ? 
what Satire ? But what a Man might be made 
of thcfe two comick Writers I 

I 



* He was bom at Paris 1620. His Name was 
originally Poquelin, which he changed for that of 
Moliere, as a kind of Renunciation of his Parents, 
who were under an irreconcileable Concera at his 
addidling himfelf to the Stage, Adlors being excom- 
inunicated in France: So infatuated was he with 

that 
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1 have read MalhBrbe and THjeophile : They 
both un^erftood Nature, with this difference* 
The firft, in a nervous uniform Stile, difco- 
vers at once whatever is noble, fine and 
fimple, he is a good Painter or a true Hiftorian* 
The othcr^ without Choice or £xa£hiers, with 
a looft ^d uneven l^en^ fometimes overloads 
his Defcriptions, exceeds in Particular^, and 
giveS'you minute Anatomy ; fometimes he feigns, 
ex^gerates, and ftarts beyond the natural 
Truth iitto a monftrous Romance. 



tkat kind of life, that he preferred it to the Prince 
of Cont^h Offer to make him his Secretary ; yet his 
iixfl Appearance, which was in a tragic Chara^ler, 
fucceeded fa ill, that he was pelted qS the Stage. 
This turned his Thoughts wholely to Comedy, in 
which both as Author and Aftor he has had few 
Equals ; indeed he never play'd in any Pieces but 
his owni n^ which has always adapted a Part to 
liimfelf. He died in 1673, being foized with a 
fitting of Blood, as he was A^ing the Maladt 
Imaginaire^ which Circumftance makes the Point 
of the following Epigrammatic Epitaph on him. 
Ro/cius hie Jit us eft trijli Moll ems in urna 

Cm genus bumanutn ludere hdus erat^ 
Dum ludit mortem mors irrdignata jocantem 

Cerripit at mimum Jingere fce^a negat. 

Vide Lives of French Writers. 

C Ronfard 
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Ronfard and Balzac have each in their kind 
good and bad tilings, enough to form after them 
very great Men either in Verfcor Profe. 

Marot by his Turn and Stile, Teems to have 
written fince Ranfard, There is little difference 
between the former and us, but the Alteration 
of a few Words. 

Ronfard and his Cotemporaries were more 
prejudicial than ferviceable to Stile. They 
d Jgged its Progrefs towards Pcrfeftion, and cx« 
f ofcd it to the danger of being irretrieveably 
dcfeflivc. 'Tis furprizing that Marofs Works, 
which are fo eafy and natural, had not made 
Ronfard^ otherwife full of Rapture and Enthu- 
fiafm, a much greater Poet than Ronfard- and 
Marot togtrhox't and that on the contrary, BeUaUj 
yoiliUs and Du Bartas, were fo foon followed 
t»y a Racan, and a Malherbe\ and that the 
French Language was no fooner vitiated than 
recovered. 

Marot and Rablais are inexcu(able, for fcat* 
tering fo much Ribaldry in their Writings ; 
they had both Genius and Wit enough to have 

omitted 
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omitted it, and yet topleafe fuch as feck ra- 
Ither matter of Laughter than Admiration* 
Hatha is incompreheniibie ; his Book 
after all is an inexplicable £mgma^ a 
meer Chimera ^ 'tis a lovely Woman's Face, 
!!mth the Feet and Tail of a Serpent, orfon^e 
Beaft ftill more Shocking : 'Tis a monftrous 
jumble of fine and ingenious Morality,, with 
a groft Obfoeoity : Where k is bad it is abo** 
niMiabIe» and fit only for the Diverfion of the 
JRabble; and i;i4ieie 'tis good 'tis exquifite, and 
<fliity entertain the m&ft Delicate. 

X Two Writers have condemned Montaigne i 
I confefs like themfelves he Tometimes expofes 

fiimTelf to Ceirfuire ; but neither of thefe Gen- 
tlemen will allow him to have any thing va- 

. X Father Makhranche thought tOO fubtily j he 
coidd not read ten Velfes of the fineft Poet with- 
out a vifible Diignft, nor was one Sound in all 
liis Library ; an Englijh Officer of DiiUndlion faid, 
:^ did act grudge being taken Prifoner as it had 
given him an opportunity of feeing Lenjoii the 

14th, andPath^ Malebranche. The other was 

Mr. Nicole t)f Port-Rcyai who did not think e- 

iiough. 

^ C 2 * luablc. 
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luable. One of them thinks too little, to 
idifh an Author who thinks a great Aml^ 
znd the other thinks too fubtilly to be pleafed 
with what is Natural. 

A grave, folemn and correal Stile will laft ; 
Jmyot and Coeffiteau are read, and who eUe of 
their Cotemporaries ? Balzqc in Phrafe and 
Jixpreflion is lefs antique than Voiture. But 
if the Wit, Genius and Manner of the laft is 
j.ot adopted but exploded by our prefect 
Writers, 'tis.becaufe they can more eafdy neg, 
]cd than imitate him, and that the few who 
vculd, never can overtake him. ' '" 

The Mercttre Gallant is a Trifle juft below 
rothing, and there are many Works of the 
fame Importance; there is as much Artifice to 
grow rich by futile Books, as there is Folly in 
buying them; it. is Ignorance of the Peoples 
Judgment, not fometimes to venture abroad 
manifeft Sillinefles. 

An Opera is the Sketch of a magnificent 
Shtw, of which it ferves to give one an Idea. 
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I wonder how it is poifible that tht- Ovfrr^ 
with all its Mulick and Magnifi rmcs, ras, 

been able to tire me. 



There are fome Pailages in an Opera w>-'-h 
we could wifh expunged, and others tha: di:'- 
pofe us to wifh it all over, the Fault is in the 
Subjed and A£tion; neither aitcch. 

An Opera is not even to this dar a Poetn, tc 
is only Veries; nor a Shew, fince Machines have 
difappeared, by the Oeconomy of !| jtmphrsn 
aiid his Deicendants. It is aConcen of V.>t(-.!s 
affifted by Inftnunents. Wc are cheated Inr 



I Lmllf a fhremtim^ whcfe Fiddle ar.ti T-rr-'- 
dence raifed him from cr.e ^<jun ;t' .'•'•'- '» 
Kitchen to be chief of ±e Bor.rt *\( .Vtii'r • - -r 
be owned he carried jVIojie » x Per^edMr- ir- .-.r \ 
before in Framce. Lr^ w :he ij;a rsv^r s:-n 
of Nobility, and on Ii^ accouiu •rr.a.-lc;.! i..- • • 
Profeffion of Muik fiwold cnnftt^ ^'.:h -V .■-■ 
of a Gentleman. He died ;ini4irTit'<rlv 
by exceffire Drinking ; :hc N.^Of»-i!. ^ 
entertained Lun paying aim i 
fighing, fsdd, Ak f Sfy Lord, oa rir** • ' >*• ■ 
my Hofband dnink, I*ying Liilly *"••" * ■ --" 
and he fhaH be she ant vr.i> r- .vj** ■ 
as I get npoa my Legs . >af -?'^^ ^ 
pafs. 
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thofe, who tell us. Machinery is only the A- 
mufemcnt of Children, the Mechanifm of 
Puppet Shows. It encreafes and embelHflies 
the Fiftion, and keeps the Spedators in that 
Illufion, which is the higheft Pleafure of the 
Theatre, cfpccially where it has a mixture of 
the Marvellous. There is no need of Flights^ 
or Carrs, or Metamorphofcs, in Tragedy : But 
they are neceflary in the Opera, its chief De- 
fign being to hold the Mind, the Eye and the 
Ear in an equal Inchantment* 

The Criticks, or fuch as would be thought 
fo, affume the Decifion at all Publick Shews ? 
They canton and divide thcmfelvcs into Parties^ 
both fides warm in an Intereft, oppofite to 
that of the Public, or Equity, admiring only 
fuch a Poem, or fuch a Piece of Mufick, and 
damning all other : Thefe obftinate Prejudices 
injure the Reputation of their own Cabal by 
their outrageous Injuftice and Partiality. Thefe 
Savages difcourage the Poets and Muflcians^^ 
by a thoufand Oppofitions, and retard the Pro- 
grcfs of Arts and Sciences, depriving feveral 
Maflcrs of the Advantages refulting from E- 
iimlation, and the World of many excellent 
Pciformancjcs, 

What 
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What is the rcafon that we !:u!p:l] io fruc'v 
but are afliamed to weep at the Theatre : Is 
Nature lefe fubjcc^ to be fciCcrt ; bv Pltv, t:.: i 
to burft out into Lrjghrer i.: ••*'!: C ~ .-.: 
Is it the Alter*:.:." c:' c 1. • •- •"-:* •» 

us ? Thisis m:.;-:.lr-i^: ■: - ;■ " tj^.- 
Laughter, thir. :r. r.i --.i:.!; uiJ;. - ...t - 
we turn aw-y : .r ?:,-..-:- . . . :•" . v 
weep, in th-:- :-•.':•:., : . 
or fuch 21 '3C* ri'Teir. 1. . 
though: re r.iir. -..■ i:.:-v .-• 
idle Crub'ecr, "srTir; v:. .::.;:..:. 
pofcd en : V/j^^xui- iair::iT : . ;.• 
of ftcical T vz^ mrr. v ir. 
ncfs boil .*. l-i.i':' -.e u**; 
it thatiF* ...... ^ '-.:- .; ■ ',. 

Is net T.-.".: u::- ■.:^ . 
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be pttiite^ vxs. "» »r .!.r. .!: .x:.- 

thuc tie T.'Asc't f'i'.»:.'i: r.!»r v ::■ ij. ^r irr- 
fal Li-^zhtfif. u iiiri? r dlnffr o: Coaiedr ; bit 
on tLe c:curL.n-« ^s^^^'ju rrsiii finnnhing «■■ 
ple:i:'Ar.:l7 ii^z^ &rjd iSMturally perfonncdi 

C4 «- 
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t/jc extreme Violence v/hich every one puts 
J J on himfcJf in rcftraining his Tears, and 
dif^uifing them with affected Grimaces, clearljr 
prov; that the natural EfFeft of Good Tra- 
gedy it to make us weep willingly and in con* 
icrt with each other, though unhappily 
there is often Icfs room to fear thofe over- 
flowing Emotions at the Theatre, than Difguft 
and Lailitude* 

Tragedy in the very beginning engages the 
Soul too paflionately to wander after* 
wards from the Scene. If the Spectator gets 
a little releafe^ it is only to be plunged into 
freih Perturbations ; it conduds him by Ter- 
ror to Pity, and reciprocally by Pity to Terror ; 
it leads him through Tears, Sighs, Incertitudes^ 
Hopes, Fears, Horrors and Surprizes, to the 
Cataftrophe : It (hould not therefore be a Col- 
lection of pretty Thoughts, || tender Declara- 
tions, gallant Difcourfes, agreeable Pidures, 
foft and fomctimcs rifible Words, cloAng aU 
with a Sedition, when the Mutineers, right 
or wrong, knock fome unfortunate Man oa 
the Head, and fb make a clear Stage* 



I Alluiion to many Tragedies. 

It 



/uvr:/*-; if i\t /.j. 
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Stage be not baJ, they (h-.Ii ': ; -^.:'! .- - 
inftraftive. Sorr.e thir.^: irs :: '.-'v, *.'. n-.^", 
fo flat and ir.ficninc:ir.t in then".:V.*. ,-• :*"-• i*"^ 
Poet fliould avoid therr, cr *i\z A-:.-r^e ! ^ 
them. The Peafant or the Dri.r.k-ri Z7.i" :-r- 
nifli out fomc Scenes for the Firc^*-V/:::er ; 
but they muft appear very little in tr;-c C;- 
medy, as fuch Characters cann: t ar. Vt: :"c 
main end of the Drama. Pciv.a'^: v-.^ a: J 
fay they are natural ; fo is a LaJijjcy w:...- 
tling, or a Sick Man on his Ck/.c-St-. S* \ L z 
the Drunkacd fiioaring or fpcwing ; yet -^z^ 
thefe Theatrical Subjects ? An EfFtminAit Fel- 
low rifes late^ psIILs part of the D.y u J. • 
Toilet, adjufts himfcif at his G lab, n jhiIu-m i 
and powdered,, difpofcd his Patch'.*, r'.v^;-.i-* 
and anfwers his £///rf/ ; This P..ri if L.rc.T'.c 
on the Stage, and contlnutd two or thrtv A»:'w 
will in its Progrefs be more and mere cor.f.:- 
mable to the Original, but alfu more aiiii iz..:a 
tedious. 

Plays and Romances, in my Opinion, ir.:.y 
be made as ufeful as they are pernicious : 'I r. y 
exhibit many great Examples of Coi.fia:. \, 
Virtuc> Tcndcmcfs, Valour and Pauicu'v:\. \ 

C s 'a 
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fo many fine and perfect Charaftcrs, that when 
a young Perfon turns the Profpeft to the liv- 
ing World, finding nothing but unworthy 
Objcdls, very much below what fhc fo admi- 
red, I wonder how (he can be fu(ceptiblc of 
the leaft weaknefs for them. 

CorniiUe cannot be eq,ualicd ; where he is 
Excellent he is certainly an inimitable Original) 
but he is unequal \ his firft Plays are dry aiii 
heavy, they gave us little hope he would after- 
wards foar to fuch a height ; and bis laft Plays 
make us wonder at his prodigious fall. In 
fomc of his beft Pieces there are unpardon- 
able Faults agamft the Manners ; a declama- 
tory Stile which arrefts the Adion ; fuch Ne- 
gligences in the Vtr^t and ExprelBon, that 
wc can hardly comprehend how fo great a 
Man could be guilty of ithem. The moft 
eminent thing in him is his fublime Genius, 
to which he is beholden for fome of the 
moft beautiful Verfes ever read, and for the 
ConJucSt of his Plays, where he often ven- 
tures againft the Rules of the Antients : he is 
as admirable in unravelling his Plots, and in 
this, does not always fubjeft himfelf to theTafte 
of the Greeks ^ which was Simplicity : On the 

coni- 
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cootiarf » be loads die Sceoe wia Eveaav sai 
moftcomnxMiIycoaiesof wich 5«i«xw ; be is 
above all to be adnuied fcr he fpcsst yruz-ctx^ 
and tbe iktie {xnUtanrr ot DL%a» 2js>cii|:tt 
the gEcat number of bbPkcss. In Ra.ivi 
Plajs, theic ismoie Acauogr, a Qurjtnzis of P*cC» 
Sdle and Cata&ophe: But be L> errrr 
where tbe £uiie» as well in the DtiLgn ani 
Conduft of bis Pieces, which are jui:, rtzu* 
lar and laiional, as in tbe VcHlr.Catior, Trhich 
is elegant, expvcffire and harniDr.icus. He i> 
an exaA imitator of the Antlcnts, whom \\c 
follows rdigioufiy in the Simplicity cf Action. 
He excels no Icfs in the Sublime and the 
Marvellous, than CenuilU in tlie Mo\ing 
and Pathetic,, who in theie Parts (lartv!^ unri- 
valled. Where can wcfiru greater *i\!:Jt7- 
ncli than is dimifed throi:»z^ tiic 67*/, 1 * V- 
eu^e and the Hcrafis r What Elevation in 
ATithridaUSy Porus^TnA Burr bit s ? Tljcy \ve:c 
both well acquainted with 'I tiror uiid Pity, 



X Cardinal Richlieu mar.ifcncil more Rancour 
againft Qcrntiile upon the appear«ince (*f this 
matchlefs Piece, than if he had been f,^ii'f>' oi' 
High Treafon ; he had indeed ollered the Poet U 
large Sum for it, that it might go under lii^ nan^c. 

the 
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the favourite Paffions of the Anlicnts, whfch 
the Poets are fond of exciting on the Theatre ; 
as (hefles rn the Andromechi of Raciney the 
Phedra of the fame Author, and the Oedipus 
and the Horatii of CorneiUe fufficiently prove. 
If I may be allowed to make a eompariibir, 
or to Chew the Talent of both the One and 
the Other, as it is ta be difcovcred in then: 
Writings, 1 fhould probably fay, that Comeille 
fubjedb us to his Charaders and Ideas ; Racim 
accommodates hhnfelf to ours : The One ■ 
reprefents Men as they ought to be ; the Other 
as they are. There is in the firft more of 
what we admire, and ought to imitate; and 
in the fecond more of what we perceive in 
others, and feel in ourfelves. CorneiUe ele*- 
vates, furprizes, controuls and inftru6ls. Ra^ 
tine pleafes, affefts, moves, and penetrates. 
The former works on us by what is fine^ 
noble, and commanding: The latter inftnu- 
ates himfelf into us by the Delicacy of his 
Paffions. One is full of Maxims, Rules and 
Precepts : The other of pleafing and agree- 
able fentiments: We are more enraptured 
zX'CorneiUe's Pieces, at Racine's more foftencc}. 
CorneiUe is more Moral, Racine more Natural. 

The 
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Some Perfcn 5 have 2. :lc 7 rv : f 
lone, and L io::^ ti.T.t, 'i.-:.*:! 
ous GeAures, and a iiicng 'v\l*. I . : * 
People call Elocuence. Pc ja:;:* c :. ' - j r...- 
quencc to pubiick Orations, zr, '. : ..i^: i-;:r .1 
diftinj^uifli it from extrav;i;;ar.t F.^-rt^, fr^iu 
big Words, and flowing Pcriudb. 

Logick is the Art to make Truth preva- 
lent; and Eloquence a Gift of the Sou! tlut 
renders one Mailer of the Minds and Hearts 
of other Men, by which wc pcrfuadc- them to 
whatever wc plcafc. 

Eloquence may be found in Convcrn'.irji 
and all kind of Writings ; it is n^zt'./ «•. ir^ 
it is fought, and fometlmes whert .: .. .c^i: 
expctSled. 



Eloquence is to tbe 5' 
Whole is to i:s P^rt. 



What is the S^:V->it ' h itsm, Age 20:^' 
to have been c^osdj ^ M> ^iigwr^ m c 
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compofed of one or more Figures ? Does the 
Sublime enter into all forts of Writing ? Of 
are great Subjefts only capable of it ? The 
Charadleriftical Beauty of Eclogues, is fimple 
Nature ; of familiar Letters and Converfation, 
Delicacy ; or rather is not this Nature and 
Delicacy the Sublime of thofe Works of which 
they arc the Perfeftion ? What is this Sublime I 
Where is it to be found ? 

Synonyma's are feveral Didions or difFerent 
Phrafes fignifying the fame thing. An Anti« 
thefis is the Oppofition of two Truths, com* 
municating Light to each other. A Meta- 
phor, or Comparifon, borrows from a thing 
of another kind the natural and fenfible I- 
mage of a Truth. An Hyperbole exprefles 
things above a Truth, to give the Mind a 
flronger Perception. The Sublime painty no- 
thing but the Truth ; only in a noble Sub^ 
jc6k it paints it all entire in its Caufes and 
EfFefts : It is the Expreflion or the Image, the 
fulleft of Dignity of that Truth. Little Wit» 
cannot find the proper fingle ExprefSon, and 
therefore ufe Synonyma's. Young Men are 
dazled with the Luftre of an Antithefis, and 
fondly ufe it. True Wits, and fuch wha 

delight 
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proftitutes Stile, who ufes it to decorate (bmc 
frivolous, puerile, dull and common SubjeSl^ 
that has neither Spirit, Ufc, nor Novelty; 
where the Reader may perhaps eafUy find out 
the meaning of the Author, but he is much more 
certain to be tired without the leaft Benefit* - 

If we aim to be profound in certain Wri- 
tings : If we afFeS a Polite turn, and fome- 
times overftrain Delicacy, .it is meerly firom 
a good Opinion of our Readers. 

§ This is the certain difidrantage of reading 
Books written by Men of Party and Cabal, 
Truth is not in them ; Aflions are difguifed, 
the Reafons of both fides are not alled- 
ged with all their force, nor with an en- 
tire exadlnefs. And, what no patience can 
bear, he mud read abundance of fcurrilous Re* 
fieflions tofl to and fro by grave Men, mak- 
ing a perfonal Quarrel about a Point of 
Do£lrine, or controverted Faft. Thefe Books 
are particular in this, that they deferve rrot the 
prodigious Sale they find at their flrft appear- 
ance, nor the profound Oblivion that attends 
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them 
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them afterwards: When the Ebullitions of 
Parties fubfide^ they are forgotten like an Al* 
manack out of date. 

It is the Glory and Merit of fome Men to 
write well> and of others not to write at all. 

% For thefe kdl twenty Years'we have been 
regular in our Writings : We have futh&lly 
obfcrved Conftruftion, and ensiched our Lan- 
guage with new Words, thrown off the Yoke 
of Latinifniy and reduced our Stile to a 
pure French Phraleology : We have almoft re- 
trieved the Numbers which Malherbisu^d Babutc 
hit upon firft, and fo many Authors after them 
fiiffered to be loft. We have, in fhort, brought 
lAto our Speech alL the order and. clearnefs 
they are capable of, and this will infenfibl/ 
lead us to Wit and Sentiment. 

V 

\ 

There are fome Artificers or Intelligent 
Men, whofe Genius is as vaft as the Art or 
Science they profcfs : 7 hey pay with Intereft, 
by their Skill and Invention,, what tliey bor- 
rowed from its Principles- They frequently 



% Boubcurs and Rourdalour^ both Jefuits. 
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break through the Rules of Art to em>ble it^ 
and deviate from the common Roads, if thejr do 
not lead to what is great and extraordinary ; thcjr 
go alone, they leaveall company a long way be- 
hind whilft they are Climbing the Eminences,*^ 
and penetrating into the Abyffcs of their Profeffl^ 
on, animated by the Advantages of their Irre- 
gularity. Whilft the Timorous and Sedate^ 
as they can never reach them, fo they never 
admire them ; they cannot fo much as'com^ ' 
prehend, and much lefs imitate them; thejf 
live peaceably within the Compafs of thei^ 
own narrow Sphere, aiming at a certain P6iirfl 
mrhich makes the bounds of their Addr^ tfnt 
Capacity j they go no farther, becaufe thty tik 
nothing beyond it j they are at bcft but the fiift 
of a fecond Clafs, and excellent in Medio^ 
crity. 

* I take the Liberty to call certain Wite 
onlv Inferior or Subaltern, they feeming bom 
only to be the Regifters and Magazines of tbt 
Productions of other Genius's ; they are Plagi- 
aries, + Tranflators, or Compilers ; they nevtf 
think, but tell you what other Men haft 
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thought: 
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thought : And as a choice of Thou^ts de* 
pends on Judgment, diat being not their Ta- 
lent, they are feldom right in their Colle&ions^ 
but choofc rather to make them large than 
excellent: Tbcy have nothing Original, no«> 
thing of their own, they know nothing but 
what they leam^ and learn only what the reft 
of the World account not worth knowing ;• % 
vain jgune Science, of no uile in Commerce^, 
or Qcnameot in Converiation : Like falfe Mo- 
ney, it has no currency \ for we are at once 
aftoniflied at their Readings and difgufted 
with their Company and Writings : However^ 
the Great-ones and the Vulgar miftake them 
for ]V&n of Learnings; hut wife Men know 
very well what they are, and rank them with 
the Pedants. 

Critlcifm is as.often a Trade, as a Science ;: 
it requiring more Health thim Wit, more La- 
bour than Capacity, more Practice than Ge- 
nius. If a Pcrfon who has lefs dtfcernment 
than ftudy, pretends to it,, and takes in hand 
feme Subjedls, he will but corrupt his own 
Judgment as well as that of the Reader's. 

I would advife an Author, born only to 
Imitate,, and who in his extreme Mbdefly works 
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after another Man^tnchufcfor his Patterns fn 
U'litir:^^'. only as are full of Wit, Inuginatien^i 
Iff even folid Krudition : If he does not readi 
h\% C)rigirial% he may at Icaft make fadi 
approaches as to gain a reading : He oug^ 
€391 the contrary, to avoid, as he would 
I)f-flrtic:ion, thofe who write from humour^ 
who fpcak from Paflion, which infpires thoB 
with Fif^urcs and IVrms and who draw, if I 
may fay fo, from their very Entrails, what tbcjf 
couch on their Paper. Dangerous Models^ 
aiHl who will infallibly feducc him into a 
mean, dull and ridiculous Compofition. Be- 
iidcs, I (hould laugh at a Man who would 
ferioufly endeavour to mimick my Voice, of 
to be like me in the Face. 

• A Man br rn a Chriftian and a Frercb* 
frrtrtj 1% cionfincd in Satire: The great Sub- 
jects arc foibiducnliim, fomttimcs he attempts 



I 



• Lr KM\ Aitorncy Cencr:;! of the Parlit-. 
liirnt ii\ AJt/n^ Autlior of icvcrnl learned and 
it ;;• i.j'iii'. I'i.-ccH ; one of tlicm, tic ^{irit c/ Cer» 
/' • . h.ii! il»r !i«»iinur of btinj;, in ihc K'/k<w Index 
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Ji<''i.ii^ .4 Lt^c bum ol Movxcy. 
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diem^ and then turns off to little things, which 
li< inhances hj the Delicacy of his Genius 
ind the Beauty of his Style. 

Every one fliould avoid the turgid and pue« 
rile Stile> for fear of being like % Dorilas and 
I Handhtrg i on the contrary, in one fort of 
Writing, a Man may be fometimes bold in 
his Expreffions, and ufe Figures to animate 
his SubjeA ; pitying thofe who are not fenii- 
ble of the Pleafure of ufing and underftand* 
ing this Energy. 

He who regards nothing more in his Works 
than the Tafte of the Age, has a greater va- 
lue for his Perfon than his Writings : He 
Ihould always aim at Perfefiion ; and though 
his Cotempararies refufe him Juftice, he will 
be better ufcd by Pofterit)*. 

We muft never mifplace a Jeft : It offends 
inftead of pleafing, and vitiates our own 
Judgments as well as other Men's, The 
Ridicule is only proper when it comes in with 
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4 good Grace, and in a maimer wiiich todi 

Pieafcs and Inftru£b« 

Horace or BoiUau^ have faid fuch a thing 
before you. I take your Word, for it, but 
I laid it ai my own, and may not I have the 
lame juft Thought after them, as others may 
have it after me? 



Of Perfonal Merit. 

WH O is there thatmuft not beconvinoed^ 
he 18 but a ufelefs Pcrfon, tiiough be 
has never fo many good Quahcics, and ncve^ 
fuch an extraordinary Merit \ when he confU 
ders that at his Death he leaves a World which 
will not mifs him, and where fuch numbaiv 
arc ready to fupply liis Place ? 

All the worth of fome People lies in their 
mighty Names \ upon a clofcr InfpeAioi^ 
what we took for Merit di&ppears. It wai 
on{^ the diftance which impofed on us before. 

Though I am very fmcerely perfuaded that 
they who are fdedod to Employments, every 

Maa 
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Man according to his Genius and Profcfficn, 
acquit themfelves well, yet I ihall venture to 
fey, the World aiFords a great many Men, 
known or unkno^vn, not employed, who 
would acquit themfelves altogether as well. 
And this I am inclined to think from the 
admirable. Succefs of fome People, whom For- 
tune only has thrown into Pofts, and from 
whom, tiQ then, no great matters were ex- 
peSed. 

How many extraordinary Men and fine Ge- 
nius's are Dead without ever being talked of? 
And how many are there Living, that neither 
are now,- nor never will be talked of? 

How difficult is it for a Man without Cabal 
«r Party, who is connected with no Society, 
or Body of Men, but ftands alone, and has 
nothing but a great deal of Merit for his Re- 
commendation ; how difficult, I fay, will it 
be for him to make his Way through his Ob- 
Tcurity, and attain to a Level with a Coxcomb 
Vho has Intereft ! ' ^ 

It is feldoixi that a Man, of himfelf, thinks 
Sajn tfie M^rit of another. 
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Men are fo cngrofTed by themfdves, thlt 
they have not the leifure to diftingmfh and 
penetrate into others \ which ia the Cauie that 
a great Merit> joined to a great Modcftyt 
may languifh a long time in obfcuri^. 

A Genius and great Abilities are ofiea 
wanting, fometimes only Opportunites. Sonic 
deferve Praife for what they have done9 ^^ 
others for what they would have done* 

It is not fo hard to meet with Wit, as with 
People that make a good Ufe of their owOf 
or countenance that of another Man. 

There are more Tools than Workmen, and 
of the laft n»ore bad than good : What think 
you of him that would take up his Plane to 
faw, and his Saw to plane I 

There is not in the World fo toilfome a 
Trade as the purfuit of Fame : Life concludei 
before you have fo much as fketched you: 

Work, 

What is to be done with this Egefipfm^^ 
who follicits for an Emqloyment? Shall k 

have 
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have a Poft in the Exchequer or in the Army ? 
It is indeed pcrfeAly indifferent, which of 
theni he has: Norcali anything btit Intercft 
decide it, for he is even as good an Accomptant, 
as he is a Soldier. Oh ! but fay his Friends, 
he is capable of a«y thing, that is, he has a Ta- 
lent for no one thing more than an other, 
or in other Words, he is capable of no- 
thing. This is a general Abufe : TTiey 
fquander away their Youth; they indifpofe 
•themfelves by Idlenefs and Pleafure, and then 
falfly preftime, that when they are Old 
or Poor, the Commonwealth ts bound to relieve 
them, 0ieering at that excellent Maxim, 
which fays, that Men ought to employ the 
firft Years of Life to become fo qualified, that 
the Commonwealth may have Occafion for 
their Knowledge or Induftry ; that they may 
be necefl&ry Materials to the Fabrick of the 
Commonwealth, and fo the Publick in Intcreft • 
and Honour ftand obliged to advance them. 

It is our Duty to qualify ourfclves perfeftly 
for fome Employment: The reft does not 
concern us. It is the Bufm^s of others. 

To owe Preferment or Reputation to our 
felves alone, without any depeiidance on others, 
ortofonouncethem,is an exalted Maxim^andoC 
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infinite Advantage amidft the Intricacies of 
I^ifc. Favourable to the Indolent, the Virtu- 
ous, and the Witty, whom it either renden 
Mafters of their Fortune, or their Eafe : For- 
midable to the Great, whom it would abridge 
of their Attendants, or rather of their Slaves ; 
would mortify their Pride by contrading 
their Authority, reducing it to their own fer- 
vile Hirelings. This would deprive them of 
the Pleafure of being courted, petitioned and 
lolicited, of refufmg, of promifuig and not, 
performing. This would thwart them in the 
Humour of bringing Coxcombs into Play, and . 
deprefling Merit when they chance to difcern 
it. This would banifh from Courts, Intrigues, 
Cabals, Envy, Flattery, Bafenefs and Deceit. 
This would calm a tempeftuous Court, as full 
of Plots and Buftle, as any Reprcfentations on. 
the Theatre, where the Wife arc never but 
Spe<ftators : This would reftore Dignity to the 
fevercil Conditions of Men, and Serenity to 
thir Looks, enlarge their Liberty, and awaken 
their natural Talents, by habitual Exerci^. 
This would excite them to Emulation, to a 
Deilrc of Glory, to a Love of Virtue ; and 
inftead of vile, turbulent or lazy Courtiers, 
a dead Weight often to the Commonwealth, 
would make them goodOeconomiik, exemplary. 

Heads 
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Heads of Families, upright Judges, or 
great Commanders, or Orators, or Philofo- 
phers; and all the Inconrenience of this to 
any crf'them, would be, perhaps, to leave their 
Heirs not fo vaft an Eftate, but a more -worthy 
Example. 

It requh'es a great deal of Refolution, and 
a well-poifed Underftanding to decline Pofts 
and Employments^ and to put up with Retire- 
ment, and enjoy Virtue in the Garden or at 
the Fire-fide. There are few who have a 
Grenius to play this Part handfomely, or know 
how to pafs their vacant Hours, without what 
the Vulgar call Bufmefs. There is nothing 
wanting to the Idlenefs- of a wife Man, but 
a better Name, and that Meditation, I>if- 
courfe and Reading be called Employment. 

A Place-Man of Merit is never of an im- 
perious Vanity. The Poft that he is in, does 
not piiflF him up fo much, as a greater, 
which he thinks he deferves, and which he 
has not, mortifies him. He is morefubje^fl 
to be <Iifturbed, than to be haughty or dif- 
dainful; for himfelf alone takes up all his 
Attention. 

D 2 Much 
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Much Attendance goes forely againft die 
Grain of a Man of Merit; but not for the 
Reafon which fome may ims^ine. He has 
more Modefty than to think he does the leaft 
Pleafure to a Prince, to be ever at his Elbow^- 
to pofl himfelf juft before him, and make him- 
felf taken notice of; he is more apt to fear 
being importunate, and all the Reafons drawn 
from Cuftom and Duty, can hardly perfuade- 
him to make his appearance. While on the* 
contrary, another who has a good Opinnion- 
of hipfifelf, and one whom the Vulgar cry up 
for a Man of Spijit, takes a Pride to (hew him- 
felf, and makes his Court with the more Con* 
fidence, becaufe it never enters into his Head^ 
that the Great, by whom he is feen every Day, 
may think otherwiie of him, than he does of' 
himfelf. 

The Pleafure a Man of Honour enjoys in* 
the Confcioufnefs of having performed his Dutjr^ 
is a Reward he pays htmfclf for all his Pains* 
Applaufe,£{i:eemand Acknowledgments, as they 
are not always paid him, fo are they but of: 
little Account with him. 
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If I d.-::r7z jmk.* s. G:mr,ir'r.ii t«^v-- -v . 
ConiitiCCB Gt Lis jxcir-' r:i!rr-:Ki 1 wr.n- 
ty, di3t a. ?i*Car. r*r G".ur:»ir^ -:7i «r. T»rr.j^.- 
to thcExer.-c-*:c cr Ji- liir'- i.:iii"^ n rt 
£iCDe nannfiTy ass. T^icrrwsifl'.ur --s **• t*. 
Neichcr the cce Brr :nc ':r::cr j^z^i "r. *-:.- .. 
hts LifiSy ab aeid:<s: ^' Sicm jb, •! - ?r. . 
Danger. Tc thcs Dis&c: -: sr. lic.r.* -...--..■•. 
incident ta rfiefr Cillinffi- lur r rre-^r ir. '. 
ftade. Tfac £rft t^ks -"imicf zc T.:.ri r 
having afpeared bs tbt TrsxhiS, ^a;'.r:r*i ^ 
Breach, or fcrced a ?,.srrincrj:ri!rx- v-.:- '..< 
other for haring c.l:rj:tsd ic •■: i»nt r. . ^-. ? . . 
or the top of a £c*.^^':i. T.-t J.vrt ?- -.1: :* ■ 
of both was tc -f- uill, TD;,-l«i rjc 'I .r.*.-jur... ^ 
Man Tccturs xscsr!-: is zc zsuksc ^c. 



Modeftj is to McHt 23 zzidis tr, Fir-.-ci ^ 
a Fifturc ; givir.g it Siretgri aac Bcs-rr. 

A [dain Eztetlor is to ctdiczrj Men tl^lr 
proper Garb, (hapcd and fitted to tbxL- Si/., 
but is an ornamental Habit in tbofe Perfous 
whofe Lives have been di(liiigui(bed by fignal 
A£lions. I compare them to a Beautyi 
oioft charming when a la fugligtL . t 
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Some inwardly bloated with a tolerable 
A^^ipn or Compofition of theirs, having 
heard that Modefty becomes great Men, afieA 
the natural Air and iSimplicity of tiie truly 
Modeft i like thofe People, who though none 
of the talleft, (loop when diey come under a 
Door, for fear of hurting their Heads.. 

• 

Your \ Son ftammers, think not of fitting 
him for the Bench ; your Daughter, too, look» 
as if flie were of a communicative Conftitu- 
tion, never immure her among the FeJIals. \ 
Xanthus your Freed-man is timorous and feeble, 
make hafte, take him out of the Legions iaftant- 
ly. You fay, you would advance him^ Heap 
Wealth on him, load him with LandSg, 
Titles land Poffeffions, Make ufe of your 
Time, for fuch is the Age, that . they will do 
him infinitely more Credit than Virtue. But 
this will coft me too much, you reply. Ah, 



\ Mr. de JJarUr^ Advocate General, Madame 

, di Harlay his Sifter, a Nun in St. EUzid^tb^t 

Convent, whither fiie was conveyed on accouat 

of her Familiarity with Du Me/nil^ one of the Opera- 

'^rchaeftra. 

i* Mr. D^ Courtamjauxt Son to Mr. Di L^mvok, 

Craffiiil 
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Crajfus X ' fuch a Word from yon : \\';.'. ' 
for you to enrich Xanthus^ the Ptrua 
whom you love, is no more than takiiig a 
Drop of Water from the Tiber ; and thus joa 
prevent the ill Confequences which mull cer- 
tainly attend his continuing in a Station fur 
which he is abfolutely unfit. 

It is Virtue which fhould determine us in :Ke 
Choice of our Friends, without cr.njirir.^ it.Vj 
their good or ill Fortune; and w::'-:» v.^. :.:A 
in ourfelves Refolution enough to i^.>jw •-«^:i 
in Adverfity, then may we boldly, arc w •- «•• 
honeft Freedom, cuk;v2te tit;.- i ;,'.r*-l' > 
in their greateft Profperity. 



If it is ufual to be firr*rr?y '.zrr.zK'Z'-., v ••. 
things rare and cxtric:c.ni.'y, how cc:/.'.. .\ 
then that .Virtue is uk':n fo ! u.'t cvti'.'^. ',.♦ 

If it is a Happincfs to be n'A^y Dt f'-^n-it-f, 
it is not a lefs to have fo n-ZJch M^rr'r, iha rjo 
body enquires whether we are To or no. 

The World has feen fome admirable choice 
Men, whofe Virtue and eminent Qualities have 
caft a prodigious * EflFulgence ; like tbofe iin- 

X Mr- Lnmis. • fi$ G 
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ufual Stars in the Heavens, the Caufes of 
which we are ignorant of, and kQOw as little 
what becomes of them after tbey difappcan 
Thcfe Men neither have Anceftors, oor Po« 
fterity : They alone are their whole Race. 

Right Reafon difcovers to us our Duty, and 
the Obligation we lye under to perform it j if 
attended with Danger, to perform k in fplght 
of Danger. It either infpires us with Courage, 
or fupplies the want of it. 

He who exQek in his Art buto carry it.to 
the utmoft height of Perfe^ion of which it 10 
capable> may be faid tn (bme Meafure to go be^ 
yond it ; his tranfcendent Produ&ions admit of 
no Appellations, thus E is a Painter, C a Mu« 
fician,. and B a Poet, but Jkfignardis Mignardy 
Lully is Lully^ and Comeille is CorneiUe. 

The fin^e and independent Man, with 
Senfc^ may conilderably pufh his Fortune and 
Figure even with Quality ; which is not fo 
cafily done, if incumbered. Marriage feems 
to range every Body in their proper Rank and 
Degree. 

"';xt to perfonal Merit, it muft be owned. 



Archbifhop of Rlclms, Brother to Mr. ife 
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that from eminent Dignities and Title? Mer. 

derive the greatcft DiftinSion and Luilrc; i* - 
thus the Perfon who will never mzke ar. t* ' - 
musy is in the right to endeavour to bt a ^ 
Bifhop. Some, to fpread their Fameurctir.u- 
late Dignity upon Dignity, foliicittbc Pccrag'.-, 
Orders, Primacies, and what not ; fomc alio 
intrigue for the Tiara; but what Occafion 
has II Benignus to be made a Cardinal ? 

You tell me that the Gold on "J PhUnnvi\ 

Cloaths makes a glittering fliow, but docs it 

not alfo at the Lace-man's ? His Cloaths .-.re 

made of the fineft StufFs, but nre thofc farr/; 

Stuffs lefs fine in the Shops, or in t'lc v.!;*;]-! 

Piece? but then the Embroider/ and ']•■-- 

ming give them a Richncfs. Do tl-cv T ' 

Then the greater Praifc to the Tay;- •. 

Afk him what a Clock it is^ he puCs t-ut a 

Mafter-piece of a Watch ; he has an {j^.. 

for the Grafpof his Sword, and on hiii^jf. 

ger he wears a large Diamond, which uvz: « 

your Eyes ; he wants none of all tliofc Y.ui ' . 

S Harlajfhte Arch-Bifhop of Pari. 

non. Brother, or my ^d Srf I f'*?: 
Nobleman, more fiunow for hi V.^ ^'^'^ 
Shew than any folid Wor tk '^^S^tt^ ^\A 

^5 
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Nacks, which are worne more for Shew than 
Service; and is as lavifh in his Drefs as a 
young. Fellow who has married a rich old 
Widow. Well, at laft you have raifed my 
Curiofity to fee all this Finery ; but do you 
hear, fend me hither PhiIemon*s Cloaths and 
Jewels, and I will excufe you as to his 
Perfon*. 

Thou art mightily miftaken, Phiicmonj with 
that glittering Coach>that File of Fops behind 
and before it, and thofe fix Horfes to draw 
thee in State, if thou thihkeft to be efteemed 
a whit the more : No, our Thoughts reach 
thee through all that Glitter,, which is not 
properly thine, and find thee to be an arrant 
Coxcomb amidft all this afcititious Splendor*. 

Not but the Man is to be forgiven who- 
fancies himfelf the greater Wit, and the mofe 
Nobly descended, becaufe of his rich Coaches, 
Cloaths and fplendtd Equipage ; for indeed Bt 
is the felf fame Opinion which he reads in the 
Faces and Behaviour of thofe who addrefi 
him- - 



*•* 



X You have feen at Court, and often in;^the 
City, a Creature in a long Silk Cloak,^ or one 

X Abbe Beileau a celebrated Preacher, Brother 
to the P6et. '.. ! 



• > »i 
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of a very fine Cloath, a broad Surcingle 
up to his Breaft, Shoes of the fineft Turkey 
Leather, and a little Skull-Cap of the fanie, 
a hice-ftarched Band, and Hair moft curioufly 
curled, with a ruddy Complexion, who he- 
fides thefe Decorations, will talk of Meta« 
ph}r{ical Diftin£^ions, of the Light of Glory 
and Viability of God, &V. this thing is called 
a Do£tor. t A mortified Perfon, who is immu- 
red in his Clofet, has fludied, fearched, 
compared, read, and writ all his Life time \ 
diis is the Man of Learning. 

With us the Soldier is Brave, the Lawyer 
Learned ; we proceed no farther. With the 
Romans^ the Gown-man was Brave, and the 
Soldier Learned. A Roman poflefled both 
theie Frofeffions, and was tarn Marte quum 
Mercurio. 

The Hero fcems only to be a Soldier, while 
the Great Man is of all Profeffions, Scholar, 
Soldier, Statefman and Courtier; put them 
together, they are not both worth one honeft 
Man. 

' In War the Diftinfiion between the Herd 
and the Great Man is very nice. All the" 

Military 

f Pere MahilUn. 
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Military Virtue go ^o the making up pf both 
their Charafters* To the firA however it 
fecms requifue that he fhould be young, da- 
rir>g> precipitate and above all Fear. The other 
excels him in Scdatencfs, Forefight, Capacity^ 
Jilxperience^ Perhaps Akxandit was but a 
Heiro, and Cafar the Great Man. 

^ Mmlius was born, what the greateft M^n 
do not become without abundance of Rules^ 
long Study, and Pradige j he had no more to 
do in his tender Years, but to ^ive up himfel£ 
entirely to the Bent of his own happy Gc* 
nius /he a£^edy he performed, before he knew^ 
or rather he knew without being taught. Shall I 
fay it? Several Vi£lories were the Diveriions.of 
his Infancy. It would make a Life of (Lining 
Succefs and great Exploits, only to have per- 
formed the Anions of his Youth. All • th^ 
Occafions which have fince offered, he has- 
embraced, and has come off Viiftorious, or 
with the Honour of Succefs j others his Virtue 

* 

and Fortune have created ; he was admired 
for what he could have done, as \yell as for 
what he had done.. Tlie People looked oa 
him as a Man, incapable of yielding to aa 
Enemy, or confidering Numbers or Diffi* 

* Mr. dc TMrriMMi. 
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not for Time or Age. Merit in thcra pre-* 
cedes Years ; they have an innate Maturity, 
and reach Manhood, before ordinary Men 
get out of their Infancy. 

Short-fighted People, I mean fuch who have 
but narrow Conceptions, never extended be- 
yond their own little Sphere, cannot com- 
prehend that Univerfality of Talents which 
is fometimes obfervable in one Perfon. They al- 
low no Solidity in whatever is agreeable \ or when 
they fee in any one the Graces of the Body, 
Aftivity, Supplenefs and Dexterity j they con- 
clude he wants the Endowments of the Mind { 
Judgment, Prudence, and Perfpicacity. Lei 
Hiftory fay what it will, they will not believe 
that Socrates ever danced. 

There are few Men fo accoinplifhed, or (9 
neceflary, but have fome Failings or otlier, 
which will make their Friends bear the lofa 
of them with the greater Piitience*. 

It is not impoilible for a Man of Senfe, bu( 
honeft and open, to fall into a Snare. He 
thinks no body would lay one for him, or pick 
him out to make a Bubble, of. This Confi* 
dence of bis makes him lefs cautious^ and the 

BuffQont 
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Buffoons are fure to faften there. Thcjr who 
sttttempt him a fecond time will certainly pay 
for all. He is cheated but once. 

I (hall, if I have any Equity, carefully avoid 
offending any Perfon j but, above all, a Man of 
Wit, if I had no regard but to my own In- 
tcrcft. 

There arc peculiar ways in Men, whicR 
difcover what they are, through the moft fub- 

tile Feints and clofeft Difguife. A Blockhead 
cannot come in, nol- go away, nor fit, nor 
rife, nor ftand, like a Man of Senfe* 

I came to know ♦ Mopfas by a Vifit he madfe 
me, though he had no previous acquaintance 
with me : But it is common with him to defire 
fome whom he docs not know, to bring him 
acquainted with others to whom he is equally 
imknown 5 and to write to a Woman, whom 
he only knows by fight; he introduces himfelf 
into a Company of Perfons of Chara<fter and 
Figure^ though a perfefk Stranger to every 
one of them ; and there, -without waiting till he 



«♦■• 
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is fpoke tO) or perceiving that he is trouble- 
fome, be falls a talking after his manner, that 
is, exceffively and ridiculoufly. At anotfa^ 
time, he comes into a publick AfTembly, fquats 
himfelf down any where, without any regard 
to others or himfelf; if removed out of ^ 
place which was referved for fome Minifler 
of State, he goes and feats himfelf in that tf 
a Duke; he is the Dlverfion of the whole 
Company, yet the only Perfon who keeps his 
G}unteiiance ; he is like the Dog, drive him 
out of the King's Chair, up he fkips iiK29 
the Pulpit. The Reflexions of the World give 
him no manner of concern ; a Blufh was ne*. 
ver feen in his Face. For Modefly, the Block- 
head and he may very well go together. 

f Celfus is in no high Station, yet thofis of 
the beft Qj^ity entertain him ; though IgQO* 
rant, be herds with the Learned ; he has littlji 
Merit himfelf, yet he is acquainted with thdiil 
who have a great deal; he has no AbliitiMi 
but a Tongue that ferves juft to make huau 
underilood, and Feet that carry him fircA 
one Place to another. He is a Fellow imdb 

f The Baron of ffrttmi, Bway to Mantua. ' 

to 
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to run backwards and forw^ds on Errands^ to 
hear Propofals, and report them j to nnakc 
ibme of hts own, and exceed his Coxnmiilion^ 
and then to be difowned ; to reconcile Peo- 
ple, that fall out agam the firft time they fee 
one another \ to fucceed in one AfFair and fail 
in a thoufand > to arrogate all the Honour of a 
Succefs to himfelf, and caft all the Odium of 
.a Mifcarriage on others. He knows all the 
News and Tattle about Town ; he does no- 
thing himfelf, but only bears and repeats 
what others do ; he is acquainted with the 
Secrets of Families, and pretends to more 
important Myfteries ; he tells you the Reafon 
wby iueh a one was di&rarded, and another 
reftored \ he knows the Bottom + of the Dif- 
ference 



+ Which happened bctwjxt Mr. PelletUr^ and 
MdTn. de Louitois and de Sei^eluij concerning 
aflifting King James the 2d. Mr. dehouimis con- 
cealing his fecret Pi<)ue againft that Prince, for 
refuiing his Nomination to the Purple lor his Bro- 
ther the Arch-Biihop oSRheimsy under pretence of a 
tendeme^ for his Qountr}% was for giving up King 
' y^iRiCT to hi& ill fbrtane, as any A wilance towards 
his . Reftoration would occafion a very burthen- 
^(bme War. Mr. de Seignelai on the contrary af- 
ferted, that the Xii;ig*s Honour was concerned to 
fuccour a Prince who was a Martyr. The lad 
O^ion prevailed, but by de Lou'uois M^Tv*^%^- 
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ferencc between the two Brothers, 
Rupture betwixt the two Miniflers. Dii 
foretel to the former the fad Coni 
their Mifunderftanding ? Did not he 
latter, that their Intimacy would not 
Was not he prefent when fuch and 
were fpoken ? Did not he negotiate 
Would they believe him ? Was ai:^ 
&id minded ? To whom d» you 
«ate ? Who has had a greater hand 
Intrigues of the Court than Ceyiu f 
were not fb, or if he had not di 
imagined it to be fo, would he offer 
jou believe it ? Would be put oq 
Deportment, the myfterious Air pf ..%jji 
-tialor? . , .., :,^| 

I Menippus is the Crow decked ^\l3SA 
Birds Feathers : H^ neither (peaks ooc..d 
himfelf, but repeats other Peoples T^jj 

. i 

ment. It was norprofeonted with any Vq 
King Jawus was beaten oat of Jnltmi^ 
at ^/. Germain en.Laie i6th Septemhtr 17QS1 
ing fainted a few Days before atthefe ^' 
the Anthem : Rememher, O Lorelf, wbeti u 
uSf and ewtfidir our Reproaches : Our 
turned to Strangers ^ and our Horfis. to Alitm% 
l The Duke de VilUny.. 

Ai 
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cies all Mens Eyes are open only for i 
and that they flop only to admire him. 

He that has a Hotel of his own, w 
Summer and Winter Apartment, yet t 
up with a Cabbin in the Louvre^ does 
^o io out of Modefly. Another, who 
preferve his fine Shape^ abflams from Vi 
And -eats but one Meal a Day, is neithei 
ber nor Temperate. A Third who to g( 
of the Importunity of a poor Acquaint) 
gives him fome Relief, may be faid to 
his Quiet; but by no means to be Li! 
:It is the Motive makes the Adion, Difi 
jeftedoels is their Perfe£Uon. 

t Falfe Greatnefs is favage and inac 
4)le, as if (^ofihle of its weakneis, ut & 
congeab^ent; fliewing jufl vrimt majr 
«Ie the World, but not its open Faa 
.•fear of difcovering its real Sordidnefs. ;| 



+ MaHhaU de VilUroL 

J De Turrenney from ^ (lri6t Protcftani 
iirought to Catkolidfin, afterwards made Vi 
of France, His conflant Cuftom was to dif( 
all his Debts at the Opening of a Cami 
after all his Commands he left no Riches ; 1 
killed in Germany by a Camion Shot^ 1674. 
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n-ir.; V_-.u.: ; rt:t that M;n will renr raidj 

tE.z-i^ izsi :*j he ii euV wiiout it. 

K; 'J T^xx rhst docs good to others. If le 
irsTafarrhego-^chedocs, he is better ftil]-j and' i 
::' he ijjE^n from them, to whom lie did goodf 
fee 15 arr.-. *I to that height of Goodnefi, tint 
r::c-.;rz ~-t an Lncrcafe of his SuiFerinoscan , 
aid iz i:; if it proves his Death, hisVirtucis 
a: ::s S^u^r ; it li Heroifm compleat. 



Of Women. 

IT is re'dom that the Merit of a Woman is 
ur.ivcrfallv agreed on by both Sexes ; their 
Ir.terefis are too difrcrent. The Women are 
difplcafcd with thofe very fame Beauties in 
another, whidi render (hem agreeable to the 
Men. A thoufand Airs which inflame us 
with the moft violent or tender Love, raifc 
their Contempt and Averfion. 

• The Dignity of fome Women is all artifid- 

d : It confiAs in the Motions of their Eyes, 

he Tofs of their Heads, a Stately Mien, and' 

Superficial Wit, admired only becaufe not 
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in the rioht without doubt, to take what courie 
they pleafe to beautify themfelves, and in xkt 
Choice of their Drcfs and Ornaments, to fol- 
low their own Caprice and Vanity : But if it 
is the Men whom they would Charm, If^iUI* 
for them they Waih and Paint \ I have cotiniw 
Votes, and do aflfure them from all the Mcn^' 
or from the Majority, that, the White aw! 
Red they ufe, make them look haufcous anil; 
frightful ; that they hate as much to fee Weft 
men with Paint on their Faces, as with faHe 
Teeth in their Mouths, or Balls to plump oitf 
their Cheeks \ that they iblemnly proteft M 
gainft all their Artifices to make themlehl^j 
ugly, as the laft and infallible means Hl^ 
reclaim Men from the Love of them, '*'* 

If Women were by Nature, what' 
make themfelves by Art ; if they were to 
fuddenly all the Frefiinefs of their Compl 
and their Faces to become as hideoufly div 
as they are by Paint, they would look on die^' 
felves as the moft wretched Creatures in ^ 
World. 





* 

A Coquet is one that is never to be Mk,- 
fuaded out of the Pai&on ilie has to iii< ' ' 
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IK out of a good Opinion of her own Beauty': 
["ime and Years (he regards as things that 
nly wrinkle and decay other Women ;. fqr- 
;^ti diat Age is writ in the Face, and that 
he fiune Drefs which became her when fhe 
iras young, now only makes her look die ' 
older. Affection cleaves to her even in 
Sicknefs and Pain ; fhe dies in a High-head ^ 
and coloured Ribbons. 

Lyce hears another Coquet kughed at for 
pretending to Youth, and for wearing thofe 
Drefles which do not fult a Woman of Forty ; 
Lye IS not lefs herfclf, but Years with he^ 
have not twelve Months, nor do they add to 
her Ag^( {he thinks fo; and whilft {he looks 
in the Glafs, lays the Red on her Facey 
and flicks on the Patches, fhe confefles there is 
an Age, when it is not decent to affect a 
youthful Appcafance, and that Clarice with 
Paint -and Patches is monflroufly ridiculous. 

Women, when they expeft their Loversy 
make great Preparation in their Drefs; but 
if they are furpri^ed by them, they foon for- 
get their Negligee. With indifferent Perfons, 
they 'ar6 aware of it, theyreftify it Nvltiv e.2Lfe> 
mdt before them make, uo {ciu^\^ lo ^.^y^%. 
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tbemicIVflC) oreire difappear for a Moment, 
And return drefscd. 

A fine Face is the fineft of all Sights ) 
tad the fweeteft Mufick the Vdioe of. het 
whom we loVe. 

Agfetablenefs is Arbitrary : Beauty is fome^ 
thing more redl and lAdependent of Tafte and 
Ojpinj^Qlit ^ • . .• 

There ai'e Women of fuch perfed Beauty^- 
ind fuch traAfcendent Merit, that though it if 
Impoffible for us . not to loVe ihem, yet we 
liare not entoux;9ge our faflfen to hope fo^ 
luiy greater Favour, than that of feeing^thpn^ 
mnd tonVerfing with theni. 

A Beautiful Woman with the Q^ities. 4 
ta AccompUihed Man-^ ir^ of all the. Coa^ 
Verfilions in the World, the moft delidoun 
2a her the Merits of both Sexes concenter; 

y 

Many littk^ unmeaning things, e&api ikfa 
i^air, which ftrangely imprefs the Zxivert..B 
is not fo with the Men ; their EndeanneoA 
itfc aH Vduntary^ their Word^ their Aft^ 
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aiid a Hufband is of fo ihort Duratioiii tbat a 
new Gallant fiipplaiits him in his turn. 

An old G^lant either fears or defpiies a - 
new Rival, according to tlie Chara£l:er of ibe 
Woman to whom he is devoted. 

An old Gallant often wants nothing but. 
the Name, to be a very Hufband j he is ob* , 
liged to that Circumftance, or elfe he would 
have been difmiiTed a thoufand times. . ' ' 

.Few Intrigues are fecrets many Women ajjr ■ 
not better kiibwn by the Name of tjieir HuQmui^ 
than by that of their Gallants. . ^ 

A Woman of Gallantry is ambitious of fat- 
ing beloved ; it is enough for a Coquet^ diit - 
fbe is thought handfome. The Bufinefs of tI|B - 
one is a fingle Engagement, of the other a g^ 
naral Gdnqucft. The firft pafTes fuceeffively froift , 
one Engagement to another, the fecoild'h^«ft • 
great many Amufementson her. Hand at onM*-- 
Paifion and Pleafure are predominant in the 
fir-ft, Vanity and Levity in the fecondi Gialbui* 
tyisa Weaknefs in the Heart, perhaps a ctuiftitd-;' 
tional Foible ; Coquettry is an Irregularity jof d#i 
Mind. The Woman of Gallantry makes- hQ;flS<^ 
feared, the Coquet hated. From thefe two Cba* 
ra^rs might beformed a third, theworfbdF ttik ; 

■ ■■:■■: m* 
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A weak Woman is one, who is reproached 
with a Fault, for which flie reproaches herfelf ; 
whofe Heart is in a perpetual ConfliA with 
Rcafon ; (he would be cured of her Folly, but 
never will be cured 3 or at lead very late. 

An inconftant Woman is one who is na 
longer in Love : A falfe Woman, is one, who 
is already in Love with another Perfon : A 
fickle Woman is fhe who neither knows 
whom (he loves, nor whether fee loves or no : 
and the indifferent Woman, one who docs net 
love at alL 

Treachery in Women is an Art of difpofing 
every Word and Aftion, of managing Pro- 
ihifes and Protedations, in the beft manner 
to deceive ; and which it cofts them no more to 
breaki" than it did to make. 

A falthlcfs Woman, if known to ie fiich 
by the Perfon concerned, is but faithlefs 5 if 
file is believed faithful, fhe is treacherous. 

This Good we get from the known Perfi- 
dloufnefs of Women, that it cures us of our 
Jealouf}'. 
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Some Women in their Courfc of Life, hzre 
a double Engagenxent to maintain, ivhich ta 
violate,ortodifremble,is equally difficult; uicMie 
nothing is wanting' but the Ceremony of the 
Church, and in the other nothing but the 
Heart. 

♦ To judge of that Lady by her Beauty^ 
her Yotith, and Loftinefs, you would fwear 
none but a Hero could fucceed with her : At 
laft, {be has made her Choice, and what is 
it ? A dwariiih Aniinal^ without OQC fingpj^ 
Grain of Senie. 

■ 
• 

Women paft their Prune, and of ^ cracked 
Reputation, but rich, feem naturally to t>e 
the Refuge of Young Fellows, put to their 
Shifts i though for my pact I cannot tell whofe 
cafe is moft woeful ; that of a Woman in 
Years, wanting a yoiuig Hufband ; or that of 



* Madam de Luines, who though a very fine 
young 'Lady» fell in Love with a cxookod ill- 
lookedy little Limb of the j^aw, who ufed her ve- 
ry fcandaloufly. Her fecond Marriage was in eytryt. 
Refpedt more fuitable to fuch an accooiplifhcd 
Pcrfoi;i. ' 



B ycND^ Fellow who ftandg ic need of an old 



^^.Pae wte is the ILetii& ^ die Coott, io 
Cty-Afionhlies jnakes a commanding Figme. 
There he Triumphs^ rauring xhe Magiftxate 
iQ aQ his Finery \ and die Cinzen, with long 
Penuqve and Sword : He beats diem all ent of 
Ae FiLid, and pafieSs him&lf of dir Race ; 
he akme is ivgarded and hebved ; Aoe is no 
hralding om, ^infi a Scarf and Feadsr, no 
ac&iingaManduttalks todie King, and vi* 
fits dtt Minifters. lie kindles Jealonij be- 
twixt 1x>di Sexes ; he is admired anl cnviad ; 
Four Leagoes ofl^ he is de^iifed. 

▲ Gidxen to a Woman that wb ut f u out 
of die Country:, is as a Coiaticr to anodxei of 
hKt Sex fared frigr in die Gty. 

A Man that is vain^ indifcreet, a great Talk« 
cr and a BufFbon : one who fpealLs arragindy 
of himi^, and contemptuoufl^ of odien ; who 
If extravagant, haughtjs forward, iritbout 
]MoraHty, Honeftj or Scnfc } fuch a Man, I 
fay wants nothing to be adored by nnikitiides 
of Women, but tolerable Features and a good 
Shape. 
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Is it from a view of Secrecy, or fome men- 
tal Diftemper, that fuch a Lady loves her. 
Footman, another ' a Monk, and DorinfiM her 
Phyfician i 

X Refcius treads the Stage with admirable 
Grace. Yes, || Lelia^ fu he does : And I will 
ttll you too, bis Legs are well made, he a£ts 
well, and very long Parts ^ he delivers him- 
fclf with the moft winning Eafe and Dignity. 
But is he the only agreeable Perfou of hu 
Profcilion; or is his Proftilion indeed the 
nobLfl and nioft honourable in the World? 
Iluwevcr, Rofcius is not fur you : He is ano* 
thcr's ; or if he were not, he is pre-engaged. 
^ CJaudia waits his being difguftcd with % Mtjfa- 
iiua. Take || Buthyllus then, Ltlid\ where 
will you find, I di> not fay among the Gen- 
tlemen, whom you dw-fpifc, but among the 
vi:ry Players, one to compare with him for a 
Spring or a Caper ? Or what think you of 
§ CV/i/ithc Tumbler, who whirls himfelf quite 



J ^*.'rc;; the A6or. . 1} Mailam Je la Ferti. 

^ The Duchcfb of Z?./*;/A/;. % The Mar- 
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ronnd in the Air before he lights upon the 

Ground ? But perhaps yoii know that he U 

old \ and for Rathytlus you fay, that the Crowd 

about him is ftill too great ; he refufcs more 

Women than he gratifies. Well then, you 

frail have || Draco^ none of all his Profcffioii 

iWeils a pair of Checks with fo much decency 

^ hc'doest when he makes the Fhite, the 

ILiiithoy or the Flagclct fpeak ; for it is an in^ 

finite number of InRruments that he is (killed 

'u\\ then- he is fu Comkul, that that he fcta 

all the Women and Children a laughing: 

Who eats or driitks more at a Meal than 

l)r€coi He drinks down the whole Company, 

and then triumphs OA'cr them in an infulting 

Lumper. You figh, Lcl'ui : Is it bccaufc Draca 

h itxt in his Choice, and thus you are unibr-* 

tufiately prevented ? lb he at laft engaged td 

t Cefania^ wIk) has fo long purfued him, and foe 

whom (tit has fucrificxd fach a train of Lovers-^ 

I may fafely fay, all the Flower of Rome f To 

Cefonia^ who Is herfclf of a Patrician Family j 

Cefoniay fo young, fo beautiful, and fo grave. 

Well, I heartily pity you, Leliay fince you, I 

fee, have caught the Contagion which fcts our 



I Fi/Iert. \ MadsLia h BguilloTt. 
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Raman Ladies a madding after thefe public 
J^en, as they are called ; whofe Calling ex- 
poies them to common View ; what Courfe 
will yo\L take then» flnce the beft of that kind= 
are forqftalled ? However^ Brontn. the Executi- 
oiver fo ftill left> he is a public Man, and every 
i)ody talks of his Strength, and Dexterity : 
Then he is fwarthy as a Nepo^ and a brawny 
•broad fhouldered Fellow. 

Womel^ of the World loojc on a Gardiner 
fA a Gardiner^ and a Mafon as a Ma(bn : 
Your Redufe Ladieis look on a Mafon as % 
Man, and a Gardiner as a Man : Any thing 
is a Temptation ta them who fear it« 

. X Some Ladies are Bene&don to the 
Choich as well a» to their Lovers ; and being 
hoik Gallant and Charitable^ are provided widt 
Seats or Pews within the Rails of the Aloff 
f^ere they read their Billeis Doux, and where^ 
for ^y thing you can fee of them, you wouU 
think their Hearts in Heaven. 

What is a dirediid Woman, as they call 
it ? Is ihe more dutiful to her Hiifbandy kinder 



X The Dichefs of AHtrmt. 
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tt her Servants, more careful of her dbmeftic 
Concerns, more fincere and zealous for her 
Friends? Is {he lefs a Slave to her Humour^ 
lefi governed by Intercil, and left fond o£ 
worldly Enjoyments ? I do not ^ if fhe makea 
hrge Prefents to her Children that have no 
need of them, but if having Wealth cnougb 
and to fpare, (he fumifhes them with Necefik'* 
rics, and gives them their due ; is there lefr 
of Self-love, and Coldntfs to others in her i 
Is (he more detached from feductng^ Obje£b ^ 
No, fay you, (he is nothing of all this* I in* 
fift upon ity. tell mc then what is< this MnSfii 
Woman ? Oh ! I undcrftand. you f (he is at 
Woman under a Diredlor. 

' t IF 'A^ Cbnfeflbr and DireAor cannot igrac 
about the Rule of Condu^l, what third Per^ 
fMY (hall a Woman, take to be Aebitntoir f 

\t much lets concerns a. Woman to provicfe^ 
hierfelf with a IKre^lor,, than to live tii a* 
not to need one- 

If a Woman, (hould tell her ConfefTor, a- 
.ixong her other Wcakncfles, that which (be hi$ 

X Pricib or Pryar* who intmde themMvts int » 
Families, and take upon them to eiv« DikCIIqcu fat 
iiftc CandnA of their livtt. 
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for her Direftor, and the time flic mifpcnds 
in his Company, perhaps flic miglit be en^ 
joined leaving her Direftor for Penance. 

WouH I had the liberty of crying out, to 
thofe Sanftimonious Men who have formerly 
fufFered by Women, Fly from Women, do- 
not you dired them, there is danger; let o«- 
thcns take care of their Salvation. 

It is too much to have a Wife both a Coquet 
and a Bigot; one of thefe Qualities will give 
the poor Hufl>and trouble enough. 

I have deferred it a long time, but after all 
my Struggles it mufl out, and I hope my 
Freedom may be of fome Service to thofe La- 
dies, who not having, enough of a Confeflbr . 
to* inftruA them, are inadvertent in thech^i^fc^ 
of their Diredlors. I am amazed at fome 

People that fliaH be namelcfs: I gaae with 
wonder on them : They ipeak, and I liften*; 
then I enquire, and am told certain Matter&j 
I ruminate on them ; yet after all, cannot I 
comprehend for my Life, how thefe People, 
who to me appear the very rcverfe of Rea- 
fon, Sei>fe, Experience of the World, Know- 
l^edge of Mankind, even of Religion and 

Morgp 
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Morality ; how, I fay, they can prcfijine that 
Heaven fhould in tlieir Pcrfons ircnew \\\ rmr 
Days the Miraclesof the Apoftlcihip, in nuking 
fcch witlefs, mean- fpiri ted, ignorant VVrttch.."., 
capable of the Miniftry of Souls ; which of all 
Offices is at once the nobkft and the niolb 
critical. But if, on the contrary, they fancy 
Aemfelves born ff>r a FuncUon fo ardu')us and 
peculiar,, and pcrfuade themfelvcs, that in 
undertaking it, they do but exercife their Na- 
tural Talents, as in fomc ordinary Calling j 
this, I confefs, is> to me, ftill more ijicompre- 
benfible. 

I fee very well, it is the Satisfa(5>ion of be- 
ing privy to the Secrets of Famiiics, of being 
neceiTary ia bringing about Reconciliations^ 
of being entrufted with Commiffions, or 
helping Servants to Places ; it is the pieafure 
of finding all Doors open to them at Noble- 
mcns ^ Houfes, of Eating frequently at good 
Tables, of being carried up and down the 
Town in a fine Coach, of Excurfions to de- 
Ucious Country Seats, of feeing Perfons of 
Rank and Quality, concern themfelves in their 
Life and Health, and of procuring for others 
and themftlvcs all worldly Conveniencies^ : 
Nodjwg is plainer than tijial Coi the ^^ ^l 



N 
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thefe thin^ only, they afltime the fpeciouf 
and venerable pretence of the Care of ScifiUi 
thefe are the Views which have propagated that 1 
infinite Swarm of LireHurs^ 

Devotion with fomcy but efpecially Wo- 
men, is either a Paflion,- or an Infirmity of 
Age, or a Fafhion which mufl be followcdr 
Formerly they reckoned die Week by the . 
fevcral Days of Gaming, of going to the Play, 
9he Concert, the JMafquerade, or fome ludii- 
Y^'ous Sermon. On Mondays they lofl their ; 
Money at Ifmenc^t^ on Tiicfdays their Time 
at CIimen€*Sj and on If^ednefdcys their Repu- 
tation at Ci/imene*s ; they knew over Night 
what was to be done thu next Morning; thia 
enjoying at once the prefcnt and the future 
Fleafure, they only wiflied that it were but 
poffible to unite them both in one Day ; no- 
thing troubled them, nothing grieved them, 
but that when they were at the Opera, they 
could not be the fame Moment at the Play. 
But admire the Reformation ! Now they are 
extravagant in their Auflerity and Retirement^ 
lb demure they hardly open their Eyes, cr 
lake any ufe of their Senfes, and what is moft 
onge, but littlei of their Tongue ; ahd ftill 
pf thiiikj as wdl oi ifefttsvWNe^ ti'^ 
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gion, and undertakes even to regulateC their 
very Heart: They neitlicr approve nor dif- 
approvc, comincnd or condemn, till they have 
confuhcd his Countenance ; he is the Confi- 
dent of tlicir Joys, their Griefs, their Defircs, 
their Jcaloufics, their Avcrfions and their A- 
mours : He makes them break with their Gal- 
lants, embroils and reconciles them with thehr 
Htifbdnds, and make s his advantage of the In* 
tcrvals : He takes care of their Concerns, foF- " 
licits their Law Suits, and attends th^- Judges 
for them : Recommends their Phyfician, 
Tradefir.en aivl Workmen : He takes upoii 
htm to provide them Lodgings, to dircA th^ 
Furniture, and every Pait of their Equipage} 
he is fcon with them in their Coachesj ■• 
aid at the Walks, as wx-Il as in thcff * 
Pew at Church, and their Box at the Pky^S 
He makes the fame Vifits with them, waks 
on them to the Bath, the Wells, and " 
in their Country Jaunts : The bett Aparr- 
ment at tlieir Seats is afHirned to him : Ht 
grows old without any Declcnfion of his Atr- ' 
thority : Having a little Wit and a great deal 
of Lcifure tofquanderaway, he wants nothing 
more to fupport it. The Children, the Heirs, th^ 
Dau^htcr-in-law, the Ncicc, the Servants, arii " 
all at his Beck. He began by making himfetf 

efteemed> 
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and ends hy making hin/clf feared. 
Tiis oU and ncccC!.r3- Friend die? at Lft with- 
ut being regretted, and ten or a tlo7x?n 
V^cHnen^ otct whom he trrannizcd, recover 
ir liberty by his Death. 



Some Women have cndcavo\irctl to conceal 
heir Condud, under a mod eft FMcrior, but 
be moft which any have got by ihc hrtl 
Acd DiffinAilation, has been, to have it faiJ^ 
Int vmddhave takin her for a VcjIcaU 

It is a decifive Proof that a Woman hns a 
lir and eftablifhed Reputation, when it is 
kot blemifflted by the Familiarity of thofc who 
lo not refemble her ; and when, with all the 
?iiopenfity of the World to make defamatory 
}onftru&iond, they arc ('orcc<l to have rccourfc 
o a very different Rcafon for this Intimacy* 
faan that of a SimiLirity of Manners. 

An After overdoes his Parts : A Poet cxng- 
l^erates in his Dofcriptions : A i*aintcr, whri 
draws from Life, licl^htchs the PifTio/i, 
the Contraft and the Attitiulcs ; and he fl).tt 
topics him, unlefe he meafiirc?; the Dimci-- 
fions and Proportions, will inukc his l'i>^iii" 
^00 big^ and the wl¥>lc Pi-.-cf «'»i:':iial fro 

tlic 
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uc Gfrglcal: T&es Pmrfoj a an iwlad 



Tkere is a &I.^ Mc^%, vbkii is YanMf | 
a blfe GboqTj whsdi i» Levftj i a Ufe Gna- 
iuify whtch m ^Icaaac6 ; a fiilfe Virtue* 
whkh is HTpcoiiy s anda £ble Wildoaiywliicli 
ii Ptwiaj. 

Tk€ Pnide is aS Shew and Waad^ Ao 
whole DtpcrtKcnt of the Wife Wonaa Jt 
of a Piece: Coe ticilows Humour and Coaii- 
Ciitiony the ether Rcafbaaiidher Heartr^Oaa 
is precifi; and aufteie, the other is on aU "Ofe* 
cafioDs ezadljr idiat flie OHg^t toht: 71a 
firft hides Failijigi under a pkmfible Chilfid^ | 
the fecond covers a rich Treafure of Virtats 
under a free and natural Carriage : Pnideiy 
(hackles the Mind, yet does not hide Age or 
Wrinkles ^ but often implies them ; Wif- 
dofiiy on the contrary, leflens the Defefis of 
the Body, and ennobles the Mind : It renders 
Youth more amiable,, and Beauty more dai^ 
gcrous. 

Why fliould. Men be blamed becaule. Wd> 

men hiivc no Learning ? What Laws, whit 

iididn prohibit them torn o^mti^ \.V«.vt E^e»% 
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from Reading, Remembring, or Introducing 
what they have read in their Writings or Con- 
verfations ? Is not^ on the coojtrary, this Igno- 
cuice of theirs owing to a Cuftom founded 
fcjr themlelves, through the Weaknefs of tbcir 
Conftitution, Indolence or GLddinefs, or Caise 
ef their Beauty \, or through a Genius and 
Fondoefi for Needle- Work? or it may be 
derived from a natural Averfion to all Seriouf- 
.«efs and Diflkulty j^- from a Curiofity fpeoding 
itfelf in Trafli ; or from domeflic Avocations. 
But whatever be the Caufe to which Men 
are oblig^ for this Ignorance of the Women, 
iltennialf aiakes for their Happincfi^that Wo- 
IWn fancing Ae Pre-eminence in fo many 
4liiigf» are in this important Article in- 
feripn 



■* 



♦ A Woman with Learning, we look or\^ 
■s we do on fine Arms : The Worknianfhip 
i^ mafterly, the Polifh exquifite ; but ilicn thvy 
,^t only fit to adorn a Clofct» to be fhown 
<b Connoifleurs ;. being- of no niprc fervice, 
cither in War, or Hunting, than a Rijing- 
Hprfe,, though trained up to Perftftion. 



^ Madam Scudery, 
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Where I find Learning and Wifdom united 
in anyone Pcrfon, I never mind the Sex^ but 
admire ; and if yen tell me, that a Wife Wo- 
man feldom minds Learning, and a Learned 
Woman thinks Wifdom as little worth her 
Thoughts, it 15 a fign you have forgot what 
you have juft now read ; that Women were 
alienated from Science, by certain natural De- 
fe(5s : Now do you judge your felf, if they who 
have the fewcft Defcdls, are not moft likely 
to be the wifeft ; and confequently a Wife 
Woman bids faireft for Learnings and a 
Learned Woman could never be fuch» with- 
out having overcome a great many Defeds» 
which is the very beft Proof of her Wifdom* 

To maintain a Neutrality, when two Wo- 
men, who are equally our Friends, fall out^ 
iliough we are not at all concerned in t^c 
Rupture, is a nice Point ; we muft generally 
fiJe with one, or lofe botth. ^ 

There are Women in the World who loiw 
their Money better than their Friends, yet 
their Lovers better than their Money. 
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tt is amazing that there (ho.-;^ \z Pa;"., .r.i 
fome Women, flrongcr ;.r.:- xr-crs v. ^^^r-c 
a that of their Love to Men, I xnear. A.r.r.:- 
n and Play : Such Women keep il^n c i-^:*.-, 
1 have nothing of their cwn sex c«? :he 

Women arc all in Extrsmef : TJvr/ ar* *.- 
X better or worfe than Ibleii. 

Mlqft Women have no Prir.ciplct- Tl-ty 
: led by their Pailions, ar.d frame Lv:ir 
anners by thofe whom they Itvc. 

Women exceed the generality of Men i;i 
»ve $ but Men make the bed Friends. 

Men are the Occafion, that Women io 
X love one another* 

Mocking is Catching. Lyce bein^ a little 
on the Decline^ by ridiculing a yoimg Wo* 
m, makes herfelf frightful : By the Grima- 
I and ' Diftortions of her Mimickry, (he 
now grown io horribly ugly, that the Per- 
1 whom ibe mocks caimot have a better 

In 
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In the City, imny Idiots bdth Men wA 
Women, are accounted to have fome Wit : 9SX 
Court, they will have it, that many ^ idW 
teally have Wit, are no better than Dolts. Thefifc 
kfl Hyper-Criticks will hardly allow a Beioh 
tiful Woman to haVe as much Wit ar ^ t^ 
%i her Sex* ^ ' " 

A Man keeps another PeiTon's Secret \hU0 
than his own; a Woihany'on the 
keeps her Secret, though (he blabs all 

Let Love feem neVer fo violent, and-fit^dpP 
tirely to poiTefe the Heart of a young W 
Ambition and Intereft will find a-Plao^Ui 

»' , •. -■■■... '■ . ;■.. 

Th^e is a time wheh tiie greateft F< 

lou^t toi marry ; they feldom flight the 

Opportunity, but it tofts theni a long ^ 

tance ; the Reputation of their Fomttlcl- 

to lower as their Beauty decays On 

cohtrary^ every thing is favounblft tvSi 

young^ of that Sex^ even Uitn!^ 

If* 
attributing to them every Chamit em/ 

compliftiment in Nature^ to render tfaeoi 
more defilreable* 

1 



omaasj 



To hofir many Women lun a greatBeautf 
MM of no, mope fer^ice^ than to make thcAi 
bq^cft sk-great Fortune ? 



ti. 



LoTCTBy who bare been ill ttfed, bave their 
Rfrenge at laft^ Thej conmionly fee their 
Utftreflc% dkni^ beautiful, throw away them- 
Mvesonuglyy old^ or undeferving Hufbands; 

Mbft 'Womm judge tf the Merit and Mien 
tf aPeribfl) by what Impreffion they make OA 
ftem, and verjr rardy allow either^ to thofe 
iidit>.ace iadiSerent to them. 

He who is anxious to kndw Whether Hm 
Marks of Age appear on hit^ needs only confint 
thd^CMf any f^ir One and mind her Voii^e 
8s (be talks with him ; there he will learn 
What he fears to knoW ) But this is a 
hi^;iab^.iScbQoL1 



\ 



yTomab cxx&ftantly fixing her Eyes oil 
tae ponicular Perfon^ or always turning tbtm 
from him; makes us conclude one and tbe 



Women are at little trouble to ttll ' what 
theiy do not feel. Men are at lefs to exprefs what ' 
they really do feel. 

Sometimes it happens -that a Woman coxi- 
cculs from a Man the Paffion fhe has for him^ ' 
while he only fei^s the Paffion he profeflet 
for her. 

V ■ 

SuppoTc a Man indifKsren^ but who defigris 
to perfuade a Woman of a Paffion whiich it 
not in him ; the Queflion is» whether it is not 
more eafy for him to deceive a Womaq who 
loves him, than one to whom he is indifferent ? 

A Man may deceive a Woman, by a feigned 
Paffion, but then he mufl have a real one 
for any oAck 

A Ma;i for the prefent florms ^d rails at 
a Woman who has difmifTed him, and quickly 
forgets the Lbfs. The Concern of a WoAum 
is not fo outragious, but more lafting. ' " ^ 

Idlenefs in Women is cured either by Vt* 
nity or Love, though in the Sprightly, it 
il.the Symptom of Love. 
* 1 It 



Mannas of the Age. 97 

It is certain that a * Woman wlio writes 
with warmth is agitated, though it is not fo 
that {he loves. A deep and tender Paffion 
inclines more to Dejedion and Silence \ and for 
a Woman who is no longer her own, it fcems 
to be more for Tier Intcreft to be well aflTurcd 
of her Xrover's ASetSHon, than to be too for- 
ward to convince him of her own. 

Gfycera does not love her own Sex, flic hates 
their Converfetion, and fliuns their Vifits ; (be 
orders herfdf to be denied to them, and often 
to her Male. Friends, wiio are not many :" 
Andthefe Ihe makes to know their diftance, 
and allows them nothing beyond the purcft 
Friendfhip j is uneafy with them, anfwers theni 
in Monofylhbles, and fcems to long to get 
rid of them ; (he affbiSs to be alone and unfo- 
ciable at her own Houfe ; her Gate is more 
ftri£Hy guarded, and her Chamber more inac- 
ceffible than a Miniftcr of State ; that of^Cm-i^ 
na alone is admitted at all Hours, embraced a 
thouiand times, carcfled and whifpered to 
though they are alone in the Clofet; there is 
fuch Attention given to all (he fays, that botii 
Ears are hafdly fufficient to liften to her Dif- 
courfe; fhe is aflured again and again, that 

• Madam de Vilhditu. 

F 
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every Body clfe is troublcfome, and is let into 
every thing, though nothing is new to her, 
{he being Confident of both Parties* Some- 
times Glycera istobefeen abroad, at the Ball, 
the Theatre, the Walks j fometimes alone in 
a Chair on the way to the Grand Fauxbeurgy 
where (he has a delicious Garden, or at Cti- 
ntdia's Door, who profeiTes fo many rare Se- 
crets, who promifes fccond Hufbands to young 
Wives, with the Time, and all other Circum- 

ftanccs ; {he appears commonly in Night- 
cloaths, loofc and negligent, in a plain Deflui* 

biley without Stays, and in Slippers; ihe is 
charming in this Drefs, and wants nothing but 
a little Colour. It is obferved though, that (he 
wears a very curious Clafp, which {he takes 
fpccial care to conceal from her Hu{band's 
Eyes ; him fhc cajoles, carcflcs, and every 
Day invents fome new, pretty Appellations; 
has no other BeJ but that of her dear Pigf" 
ney^ and would not lye from him for the 
World. The Morning fhe fpcndi at her Te/- 
Ictte^ and in writing fome indifpcnfible Bil- 
lets ; a Servant enters and fpcaks to her in 
private j it is Parmeno^ her Favourite, whom 
{he upholds againfl his Mailer's Avf rfion, and 
his Fellow Servants Envy. He dcferves it in- 
dccd^ for who deUvexs a Mid&L^t^ qc brings ny 
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There is a certain Lady who feems to have 
buried her flufband before his Time : That is^ 
he is not fo much as mentioned in the World-; 
it is doubted, whether fuch a Man is alive or 
no. In the Family he is a Cypher, and of no 
ufe, except it be to to fet a Pattern of implicite 
Submiffion, and timid Silence ; Jointure and 
Settlement do not belong to him : Indeed were 
it not for that, and not lying-in, one would al* 
moft take him for the Wife, and her for the 
Huiband ; they may be a quarter of a Year iii 
the Houfe tegether without any danger of 
meeting one another; they arc only Neigh^' 
bours. . He. pay^. the Cook for the Materials^ 
but the Treat is in my Lady's Apart- 
ment ; they 'have nothing in common, neither 
Bed nor Board* They. have not fo much as 
the fame Name : They live after the Roman 
and Greek manner ; She keeps her Name and 
he his ; and it is not before being initiated 
into the Secret Hiftory of the Town, that 
one comes to know at laft that Mr. H J3. and 
Madam f L. have been Man and Wife thefe 
twenty Years. 



H Prefideat dc Bo^uemare. f Madam 

Dofambra. 

There 
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towards all Men, whom 28 (he faid, flie be- 
held without any Danger, or any othejr EmOM 
tions, than when with her Female Friends 
or her Brothers; fhe could not believe the 
thoufandth Part of all the Follies, which were 
fathered upon Love; and thofe which fhe faw 
herfelf, feemed to her unaccountable. Friend- 
ihip was the only thing of which fhe had anj^ 
Idea^ and that fhe firft experienced towards » 
young and beautiful Perfon of her owii Sex : 
She found in her Friendfhip fuch a fiyect 
Complacency, that her only Study was fo'coiv- 
tinue and improve it ; never imagining th^'arijr 
other Inclination could arlfe, which mould 
abate her Value of that Efteerh and Co'nfld6Ac'6 
in/ which fhe now exulted ; all her Talk was 
of Eupbrofma^ the Name of that dear fklthfltf 
Friend, and Euphrojina and fhe were the Table- 
talk of their City ; their Friendfhip be6ailie a 
Proverb. Erfiira had two Brothers, both <b 
young and handfome, that all the Women <^ 
Smyrna were in love with tliem, and M^hom fhe 
loved herfelf, as became a Sifter. One of the 
Priefts of yupller^ who had accefs to her Fa* 
ther's Houfe, raviifhcd with her Beauty, ventu* 
red to declare his PaiGon to her, but came of 
on\yi with Difdain. An old Man,^ who, r6- 
i;^ibg.on.his BLank anii'Efit^tj&v^^^^^^<^i^i^ Af* 
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fur2mce,met witha likeRepulfe. Shetriumphedin 
this; and vaunted her Infenfibility towards her 
Brothers, a Prieft, and an old Man; but 
heaven referved fevcrer Trials for her; yet 
thefe had no other £ffe£l but to confirm her 
Vanity^ and inbance her Reputation of being 
a Peribn fuperior to Love. Of three Lovers, 
whom her Charms had fucceffively gained, and 
whoie Paffions Ihe calmly heard and flighted, the 
firft in an amorous Tranfport ilabbed himfelf 
at her Feet, the fecond in defpair went to 
leek his death in the Wars of Crttey and the 
third ended his Days in a miferable Languifh- 
ment and Diftra£tion. The Man that was to 
revenge all thefe had not yet appeared. The old 
Spark, who was fo unfortunate in his Amours, 
was cured at length by refleding on his Age, 
and on the Charader of the Perf^n to whom 
he made hi3 Addrefles. However, hewasde- 
fifouis to vifit her fometimes, and had her Per- 
miffion. One Day he carried along with him 
his Son, a Youth of a charming Afpe£t, and 
a Carriage full of Dignity. She beheld him 
with fome Difcompofure ; but as he obferved 
a Silence in the Prefence of his Father, 
(he made a difadvantageous Judgment of 
his Wit ; and could have wiflied he had more. 
He h.w her afterwards alone) y?\i^ti\i^ s|^^ -^ 

F 4 Vi^^ 
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loofe to his Tongue, and with delicate Wit j.but 
looking little at her, and talking to her about 
herfelf and her Beauty, (he conceived ioxtxt In- 
dignation, that a Man of fo much Beauty and 
Wit, fhould be fo void of Gallantry : Her 
Friend had expreflcd a defire to fee him, and 
was prcfent at his next Vifit : Then it was 
for Euphrojina only that he had Eyes, and 
a Tongue: At this the infenfible Emira 
kindled into Jcaloufy ; fhe perceived, that 
Cteftphon fpoke no more than his real Sen- 
timents ; and that he not only was capable of 
Gallantry, but of Tendernefs, This cooled her 
towards her Friend, yet is fhe defirousto (ee them 
together once more. The fecond Interviewin- 
crcafed her Fears, her Sufpicion was turned 
into Certainty. She now fhuns Eupbrofina^ 
fhe no longer fees in her that Merit which 
. charmed her before \ fhe lofcs all relifh of her 
Converfation, fhe loves her no longer ; and 
this Alteration nude her fenfible, that Love 
had difpofTefTed Friendfhip of her Heart. Chr- 
Jiphon and Euphrojina fee one another every 
Day. A Marriage is concerted ; they are msir* 
ried. The News fpreads about the Town, and 
is talked of the more for its Rarity, that 
two Perfons are married to thofe they love. 
Emira hears of it, flies into a Flame \ fhe then 

feck 
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feds to what height her Paflion is grown ; fhe 
vifits Euphrofina again, only for the Pleafure 
of one fight of Ctejiphon: But that young 
Hufband has not yet laid afide the Lover, and 
in a new Wife ftill finds all the Charms of a 
Miftrefs, looks on Emira but as the Acquain- 
tance of her that is dear to him. This com- 
pleats the Lady's Misfortune ; fhe can take no 
reft, refufes all Suftenancc, her Body is at- 
tenuated, and her Mind convulfed ; fhe mi- 
ftakes her Brother for Ctefiphon^ and fpeaks to 
hiih as a Lover ; (he recollefls herfclf, and 
blufhes for her Error, yet rclapfes into great- 
er, for which fhe does not blufli, nor is fenfible 
of them. Now fhe fears Men, but now 
it is too late; that is her Diftraflion. She has 
her lucid Intervals, but Reafon aggravates her 
Mifcrv. So wretched is her Condition, that 
the Youth of Sntyrna^ proud and infenfiblc 
as fhe was, think her too feverely punifhed. 



Of the Heart. 

PUrc Frindfhip is fomething, which none 
can truly taflc, but thofc ©f warm Paf- 
&ons> and ^ st^ed Genius* 

F 5 T\«x^ 
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There may be a Friendfhip betwixt Perfoh» 
of different Sexes, without any Senfuality ; y^ 
a VVoman always looks upon a Man as a Man^ 
zn6 fo will a Man flill look upon a Woman 

as a Woman. This Connexion is neithelr 
pure Love nor pure Fnendfhip. It is fomc- 
thing fui generis. 

Love feizes on us fuddenly^ without giving 
warning, and our Difpofition or our Weak* 
nefs favours the Surprize ; one Looky one 
Glance from the Fair, fixes and determines us» 
Friendfhip, on the contrary, is a long time i]i 
forming, it is of flow Growth^ through raanjr 
Trials and Months of Familiarity. How mudi^ 
Wit, good Nature, Indulgencies^ how vauOf 
good Offices and Civilities are required BUMMtt 
Friends toaccomplifh in (pme Yetn, ^^^^X^ 
lovely Face, or a fine Hand does in a Minutir 

Time, which ftrengthcns Fficndihip^ ^*HK^ 
€ns Love. ' * 

Love, whilfl it lafts, fubfifls of ttfeO; tit 
fometimes by thofe very means^ whieh'&MIt 
feeni rather to extinguifh it. Caprice, DiiSal^ 
Cruelty, Abfence, jealoufy* * Friendft^'^ 

3 



A£anmrs of tb$ Age. \^1 

the contraryy ftands in need of all Helps, At- 
tention, Confidence and Compkiiknce | if not 
fupplied with thefe, it expires. 

It is not fo hard to meet with Love in £x« 
cefs^ as with perfe£l Friendfhip. 

Love and Friendihip exclude each other. ; 

He who has experienced a violent Love, 
negleds Friendfhip ; and he who has gone far 
in Friendfhip, i& no Adventurer in Love. 

Love begins with Love. No ardent Paflion 
ever imifiediately fucceeds a warm Friendfhip, 

Nothing more refembles a flrong Friend- 
fhip, than thofe Acquaintances which we cul- 
tivate for the Interefl of our Love. 

We never love heartily but once, and that 
is the firft time we love. Succeeding Inclina- 
tions are lefs involuntary. 

Sudden Love is the latefl cixred. 

Love, that grows flowly and gradually, is 
too Jik^FricndMp etet to be a V\JdVctiX^)S&»cw% 
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He who loves to that degree, that he wiflii 
he were able to love a thoufand times mo] 
than he does, yields in Love to none, but 1 
him who loves more than he could wifh. 

If I fhould grant that in the Ebullitions i 
a violent Pafiion, one may love another betti 
than himfelf, who fliould I moft oblige,, ft 
Lovers or the Miftreffcs ? 

Men are fometimes inclinable enough to 1 
in Love, but cannot fuccecd in their DefiM 
feek all Occafions of being conquered, butfli 
efcape ; if I may be allowed the Expreffioi 

they are forced to continue free. 

The Couple who love too violently af fH 
contribute each of them to their loving 'tt 
another lefs in a fhort time, and at lengdi I 
their hating one another. Who has the 
{hare in this Rupture, the Man ot tbii 
man, is not an eafy Decifion. The 
accufe the Men of being wild and roving j^ 

the Men fay, Women are giddy and 

T: 

As nice as we are in Love, wepai^bl 
Faults in Love than in Friendlbip. * -^ 
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Andpatfay has been fometimes feen to change 
into Love^ but very rarely into Friendfhip. 

We make a deliberate Confidence of our 
Secret in Friendfhip, but in Love it efcapes 
from U8. 

It ispoi&bleto have fome People's G>nfi-. 
dence, and yet not to have their Hearts : He 
who has the Heart, has no need of Confidence ; 
every thing is open to him. 

In Friendfhip we only fee the Faults which 
may be prejudicial to our Friends. In thofe 
we love we difcern no Faults, but thofe by 
which we ourfelves fuffer. 

The firft Difguft in Love, as the fiift 
Fault in Friendfhip, is the only one of which 
we are able to make a good ufe. 

If a Sufpicion that is unjufl, fantaftical 
and groundlefs, has been called Jealoufy, me* 
thinks that other Jealoufy, which is juft, na* 
tural, and founded on Reafon and Experience, 
deform foflie other Name* 

ft 
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It is not always a great Paffion which is the 
Caufe of Jealottfy; our natural Temper bat 
no fmall (hare^m it ; yet it b a Paradox for % 
violent Love not to be- exceptious. 

Our Touchinefi often difturbs none but our« 
fclves : Jealoufy makes us not only uneafy to 
ourfelveS) but difturbs others. 

Thofe Women, who while they are not at 
the pains of diflembling with us, are not fparing 
to give us all Qccafions of Jealoufy, Ihould 
not incur our Jealoufy, if we regulated ourfelves, 
rather by their Sentiments and Conduct, than 
by our own Affedions. 

TheColdnefs and Ebbs which happen in 
FriendAup, have their Caufes ; in Love there 
is hardly any other Caufe for our ceafing to 
love, but that we have been loved to excefs. 

Itonomorein our power to love always, 
t^ it was not to love. 

LoYje receivei its Death's Wound bom Dif* 
gttS^ a»d Fpiffctfuln^ I^wiss iU 
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We are fenfible of the Beginning and De- 
clenfion of Love, by our Perplexity when 
alone. 

To ceafe from loving, is a fenfible Proof 
that Man is limited, and that the ifeait has 
its Bounds. 

It is a Weaknefs to love : It is ibmetlmes 
another Weaknefs to attempt the Cure of it 

We are cured of that, juft as vire are com* 
forted of our Afflidions : The Heart has not 
wherewithal always to' grieve, or always to 
love. 

There ought to be in the Heart inexhauftibic 
Sources of Grief, for fome Lodes. It is lei- 
dom that either by Virtue or Force of Mind, 
we overcome a great Afflidion : We weep 
bitterly, and are fenfibly touched; but at 
length, we are either fo weak, or fbincon- 
.ftant, that we wipe our Tears, are comfoitedi 
and fmile. 

When an ugly Woman is beloved, it muft 
certainly be very defperately i for cither itmiift 

proceed 
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{M'occed from a ftrange Weaknefs in her Lover, 
or from fome more fecret and forcible Charms, 
than thofe of Beauty. 

Viftts are kept up for a good while oat of 
Cuftom and Ceremony, and they ilill. profcfs 
they love, after their Behaviour has long de* 
clared that all Liove is over with them. 

To endeavour to forget any one, is thecer« 
tain way to think of nothing elfe. Love has 
this in common with Scruples, that it is cxaf- 
perated by the Reflexions, ufed to free us from 
.them. If it were pra&icable, the only way 
to extinguiih our Paffion, is li'^y^ to think 
on it. 

» 

We would have it in our power, that thofe 
whom we love might receive all their good, or 
elfe all their ill Fortune from our Hand&. 

To be, deprived of the. Perfon we love, is a 
Happinefs in (pmparifon of living with one we 
hate. 

How dilintcrefted foever we may be in rc- 
fped of thofe we love, we muft fometimes 

con-!- 
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conftrain ourfelves for their fakes, and have 

the generofity to accept 

Let him accept, who is touched with a6 de- 
licate a Pleafiure in accepting, at hit Friend ia 
giving. 

To giYt 18 to a&; we are not to be poffive^. 
to have out Benefits extorted from us, by the 
importunitf or Neceffity of Sup[dicants» 

If at any time we have been liberal to thofe 
we lGved> whatever happens after wards^. we 
oogbt by no means to reflcA on our Benefits* 

It has been faid in Latin^ that it cofts Ie6 
to hate than to love; or if you will, that 
Priendihip is more chargeable than Hatred. 
It is lariie,- we are excufed from Liberality to 
our Enemies, but is a Man at no coft to re* 
venge himfelf ? Or if it isfo fweet and natu- 
ral to do ill to thofe we hate, is it lefi plea- 
fing or lefs natural to do good to thofe we lovt r 
Would it not ba an extreme Pain to us ml t» 
do fo? 

There is a pleafure to meet the Eyes of a 
\Perfon whom we have lately obliged. 
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I' do not know vrhether a Benefit conferred 
on an ungrateful) and confeqittntly on an un- 
worthy Perfon, known to be fuch^ does not 
change its Namey and whether it deferves any 
Acknowledgement. 

Liberality confifld Mt to mtieh in giving a 
grtaC deal, as ih giving feafonably. 

If it be t#u8 that Benevolence and Cdnw 
(Kiffion ai^a regard t6 ourfdvet^ as Wtf tftr 
apprchenfiTc of being fome timcor other in 
the fame Circumftances with the unfortunate, 
how comes it then, that in their Mifery wt fo 
feldom reliete them f 

It iii better to ezpoft burfeli to: IngnititiMlfl^ 
than to be wanting to the Diftrefled. 

Experience evidences, that Indulgence to 
ourfelves, and Obduracy to others, are but one 
and the fame Vice. 

The churlifh, moyling, penurious Man, 
who ihews no Mercy to himfelf, if he is in- 
dulgent to others,, it is by an Exuberance of 

Heafon* 

Though 
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Though the Charge of maintaining an indl-' 

gent Perfon may be very burthenfome to us, 

yet a happy turn which puts him out of bis 

Dependance on us,^ gives us no great pleafure: 

Our Joy at the Preferment of a .Frieri<b 

is fomething abated by a little fort of Grudge^ 

Jafeehim ourSuperioi^or Equals Thus we 

have many Contrarieties in us. We: would 

have others dependent on us, but to coft us 

Jiothing. We would have our Friends prof- 

pcrousy yjet when their .good Fortune comes^ 

.wejure not very.fiuiguinc in our Exultation* 

■ 

. For People to make Invitations to their 

Houfe and Table, or Offers of their. Fortune 

and Services, is nothing. To be as good as 

4heir. wcnrd is all the Expence and . DiBkuIty. 

One faithful Friend is enough for ones fdf, 
and it is much to meet- with fuch a-one; yet 
we cannot have too many for the fake of others. 

When we have done fo much for any one, 
as in all reafon fbould gain his Friendihip,* and 
we ftill find it in vain, the Recourfe is, e*ne to 
give over doing. 
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kTo live with our Enemies, as thofe wh« 
Mie Day may be our Friends, and to live 
vith our Friends, as thofe who fome time or 
other may become our Enemies, equally con- 
todiflsL the Nature of Hatred, and the Rules 
of Friendfliip. It may be a good Maxim in 
Policy, but is a deteftable one in Morality. 

We ought not to make thofe our Enemies, 
who being better known, we may be glad to 
bave in the number of our Friends. Wc 
ought to make Choice of Perfons of fuch Ho- 
nour for our Friends, as if they fhould ever 
ceafe to be fo, will not abufe our Confidence, 
fior ^ivc us caufe to fear them as Enemies. 

^'^ vifit our Friends when we do it from 
rndinatioii anj ^{xectHj gives a generous De- 
'g^f > hut If . ^ Torture to attend them out 
)flnteneft^ ^^^ .^ folliciting. 

^"Qjo^ able toufe Artifice to gdn 

^^'^'^^y.ofc to whom we wifli weD, 
la Of % of "* ^bom we have Expefta- 

i^ re Prefe""*"* mtKtiS» Wc 



II 8 The Cbara^ersy or 

cy. Our Imagination fuggcfts to us a kind of 
berty 10 followiog our Whimfies ; and on tl 
cqmtr^, a kind of Slavery in labouring aftcB 
a Fortwe* It is natural to defire it very muchy 
and to take little pains in the Acqui£tion; ^ 

In (borty to think^ we deferve it without ieek« < 

• 

ing lor it. 1 

He who can wait for what he defu-es, takes 
the courfe not to be exceffively grieved, if he 
fails of it. He, on the contrary, who labours 
after a thing too impatiently, thinks the Sue* 
cefs, when it conies, is not a Recompence 
equal to all the Pains he has been at about it. 



Some fo ardently and paflionately defire a 
thing, that out of fear of lofing it, they run 
into Meafures which infallibly makes them 
lofe it. 

Thofe things which were moft defired, ne- 
ver happen at all, or do not happen at the 
Juncture, of Circumftances, when they would 
have been moft welcome. 

We muft laugh before we are happy, or clfc 
wc may die before we ever laugh at all* 



1 
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If we cannot be accounted to live, but at 
fuch times as we enjoy ourfelves, I am afraid 
Life will be found to be very fhort ; iince if 
we were only to reckon the Hours which we 
pais agreeably, a great number of Years would 
not make up a Life of a few Months. 

How difficult is it to be pleafcd with any 
one! 

Should fuch an ill Man die, we could not 
lielp finding fome fort of pleafure in his Death ; 
we flioidd then enjoy the Fruit of our Hatred, 
and that Pleafure is all the good we can hope 
for from him. He dies, but at a Juncture, 
when our Intereft will not permit us to re- 
joice; in fhort, he dies either too foon, or too 
late. 

It is hard for a haughty Man ever to forgive 
one that has caught him in a Fault, and whom 
he knows has Reafon to complain of him: 
His Refentment never fubfides, till he has, re* 
gained the Advantage he loft, and found meani 
to make the other do him equal wrong. 



At 
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As our Affcftion increafes towards thofc 
to whom we are kind, fo we violently hate 
thofe whom we have extremely offended. 

It is as difficult to ftifle the Refentment of an 
Injury at firfl, as to retain it after many Years. 

It is Wesdcnefs which makes irs hate an Ene- 
my and feek Revenge, and it is Lazinefs that 
opacifies us, and diverts us from it. 

It is fi-om Lazinefs as mudi as from Weak* 
jiefs, that we fuffer ourfelves to be governed. 

There is no thinking of governing a Man 
all at once, and without fome Preparation, in 
an Affair, which perhaps may be of the lafl 
Importance to him orhis \ he would then be aware 
of the Afcendency you defigned to gain over 
him, he would throw of the Yoke out of Shaihe 
or Indignation. No ; tamper with him firft In 
little Matters, fo you will make a Fool of him 
in the greateft. Some who at firft have had no 
greater influence over a Man, than perhaps of 
making him leave the Town or Country a 
Day or two before his time, at length have 
arrived to that Power, as to prefcribe him 
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%vfaat he ihould do in his Will, and make him 
diiinherit his onlf-Soo. 

To govern any one abfolutely, and for a 
long time, it . is neceflary to cany a light Hand, 
and to let him feel his Dependance as little as 
poflible. 

Some People fuffer thcmfelves to be govern* 
ed to a certain length 3 beyond that, they are 
intra£bble; there is no hold to be taken of 
them ; neither rough nor gentle Means, Force 
nor Addrefs can reduce them: Yet with this 
difference, that fome are fo from Reafon 
and Honour, and others by Humour and Con- 
ftitution. 

There are fome Men who turn the deaf Ear 
to Reafon and friendly Counfel, and play the 
Fool of their own Heads, purely for fear of 
being governed. 

• 

There are others, who yield to be governed 
^7 their Friends in indifferent things, and 
from thence prefume a Right to govern them 
^ujinAiaitters of Moment. 

G' Drantu 
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. f Drances would fain pafs ft>r one that ruVs 
Ills Mafter, though hisMafter and the World 
know better. For a Servant to talk to a Man 
of Quality inceflantly, at improper Times and 
Places, to be always whifpcring, or ipeaking 
in myfterious Terms, to laugh out in his Prei- 



- -f- The Count de Tonnerre, firft Gentleman of the 
feed-chamber to the late Duke of Orleoitr^ It is 
iaid that a Count of this Houfe having been greatly 
inftrumental in' reftoring Pope Cdlijius the iith, 
in 1 1 23, that Pope gave him for Anns two 
Xeys, Argent, in Salter ; and when a Count of 
this Houk happens to be at Rome^ at the Coror 
nation of a Pope, inflead of klfling his Feet, as 
the moft iUuftrious Perfons do, he (lands aftde ; 
and drawing his Sword, fays, Etji omnes ep mm ; 
however that be, certain it is, that the I)efceli- 
dants are fo intoxicated with the Amiquity and 
Sjplendor thereof, that they look upon all others as 
.Citizens and Farmers. One of them, the fiiihop 
of Nojofiy having talked at this rate of tl^e F,anuly 
•ef Harkc^y and going to dine with thte •Prefidcnt 
Harlay, who had been informed of it ; he declined 
it, faying, that that to entertain a Perfon of his 
Quality, was above fuch a petty Cit as himfelf ; 
the' Bifhop anfwering that he had fent his Coiach 
away, the Preiident fent him away in hb ; whick 
occaiioned a good deal of Merriment at Court 
Upon the Death of Harlay^ Arch-bifhop of Paw, 
being defired by the Clergy to preach his Fnnenl 
Sermon, he anfwered, the Subjed was too banen; 
.which infulting anfwer conjing to the King's Ean, 
iic ordered him away to his Diocefe, where he died. 

fences 






r lo r 



r-'Jvrr: 



»-*« T - — -- 



J .7 



•, . -jr.-* 



124 ^^ darMitirSy «r 

■ "1 
which does often trick itfelf up in falfe Co* 

lours. 

. We open a Book of Devotion, and it moves 
lis i we open a Book of Gallantry, and that 
too makes its ,ImpreiSon. Shall I fxf it l The 
Heart alone reconciles Contrarieties,^ and ad- 
inits of things incompatible* 

Men do not fo much blufh for their Crimes, 
as for their WeaknefTes and Vanity. He who 
makes no fcruple of being openly nnjuft and 
cruel, yet conceals his Love or his Ambition 
upon no other account, but Concealment. 

It rarely happens, that a Man can fay he 
was Ambitious i either he never was, or is 
ever fuch \ but there is a time when we inay 
iay^ we have loved. 

Men begin with Love and end with Am« 
VwAon s ib that there is no Tranquillity till we 
die.' 

It b nothing for Paffion to get the better of > 
Reafon ; its greateft Triumph is^whca it maket 
our Inteveft to fubmit 

Tlic 
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greeable Revenge, and which our Envy fliouU 
prompt us to perfue; 

Some People ftand upon their guard againft 
Loving and Rhiming, as two Weaknefles^ 
which they dare not own ; the one of the 
Ue^U and the other of the Mind. 

a 

There arc fome Pkafures in Life fo d£^r» 
fo inviiing, and fome forbidden Engagemerits 
fo foothing and tender, that it is but natural to 
defire, at Icaft, that they were allowed. No- 
thmg can be mere charming than they arc, 
except* it he the Plcafure of renouncing thcni 
by the Strength of Virtue. 



4»i 



Of Society and Converfation* 



I 



T is a flegmatic Soul indeed which has uO 
Charafteridical Paffions, 



. The Focd only is troublefomc: A Man of 
Senfe perceives when he is agreeable or tire* 
fome : He difappears the very Minute befoif 
jie would have been thought to have ftaid too 
Jong. 
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Speeches, the circulating Nonfenfe : Aronus 
muft be pennitted to fpeak Proverbs, and Melin- 
da to talk of herfelf, her Vapours, Megrims, 
and want of Reft. 

In company we often meet with Perfons 
ofFenfive by their ridiculous Jargon, the No- 
velty and Impropriety of their Terms and their 
uncouth Exprcffions, warpirig Words from 
their original and accepted Meaning, They 
obfcrve neither Grammar nor Cuftom, but 
fpeak according to their AffecSbtion j aim al^ 
ways at Pleafantry, and affeft to diftifiguifli 
themfelves by a panicular Cant, which becomes 
at length their habitual Dialed); ; they fpeak in 
a counterfeit Tone, and accompany their 
Words with odd Gefticuktions and Grimaced. 
However, they are highly delighted and plume 
themfelves with their Wit, than which Aey 
conceit nothing can be more diveiting. In* 
deed, we cannot fay they are entirely deftitute 
of it J but for that little Wit they have, we 
^ity them, and what is worfe, we fufier by it. 

Prithee, Ais^ for the Satisfadion of your 
Friends, fpeak -fo as they may underftand you ; 
for my part I do but gueft at your Meaning : 
If you would tell them it is cold, that it 
rains, • and it fnows ; hj it is T:old, it rams, 
.. and 
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and it fnows j if you fee them in gooJ healthy 
suid would congratulate them upon it, iay 
you look well : Oh ! but, fay you again, that ir 
fo plain, fo common, what any one might 
have- (aid. It is true, and what does that fig* 
nify ? befides, what harm is there, Jcis^ lit 
being intelligible, or fpeaking like your Neigh- 
bours ? There is one thing, yfciV, which you and 
others of your Predicament want very much y 
I know I (hall furprize you, but, there is cer* 
tainly one thing wanting in you, which is Wit ^ 
though this is not all, there is too much of 
fbmething elfe in- you, that is, the Opinion 
that you have more than other Mem Hence 
fprkigs all your Bombaft, your Barba* 
lifnis, and your grotefque Phrafes. The next 
time I. And you acccfting any body, 7 

fhall pluck you by your Sleeve, and- whifper 
to you, do not afFe£l to have Wit ; db not 
pretend tort; but, if you can, bring your* 
felf to a plain unafFeded Language^ fuch as 
they fpeak, ^'•Hte, you fancy, have no Wit r 
Then perfiaps'we may think you have fbme 
yeurfel^ 

Who, that keeps much Company, can &^ 
cure himfelf from meeting light, familiar and 
pofitivc People, who monopollfc the Talk, 

G 5 ani 
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aqd compel every one elfe to hear them ; they 
are heard in the Anti-Chamber, and one may 
boldly enter without fearing to interrupt them : 
They continue their Story without any regard 
to Comers^ or Goers, or the Quality of the 
Companjr; they filence any one who begins 
a Tale, that they may tell it after thetr 
Faihion, which to be fure is the beft ; they 
had it of Zanuty Rjiccelay or Concbini^ whom 
they name familiarly without their Titles, 
though they never knew them, or fpoke* to 
them in their Lives : they f^metimes will -go 
Vp to the beft Man in the Company, • and 
wbifper to him fomething new, which no body 
elfe knows, nor for the World would they 
have it divulged; they fuppofe Namet to 
^ifguife the Story, and prevent Applica-* 
tion : There are fome things they rnnft not 
tell, and fome Perfons whom th^y cannot 
name ; their Words are engaged to the contrary, 
it is a Myftery, a Secret of the Jaft Impor-* 
tance.; fhould you aikit, it would be an Jm- 
po0ibi}ity ; for whatever you imagine, tfiey 
are equally ignorant of both Perfons and 
Aftions. 

• • • . ' 

Jrrias has read and feen every thing, at 
leaft he would have it thought ip. ;. he. giv^ 

- ■ bimfclf 
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felf, and but lately arrived from his Em- 

bafiy. 

As we ought not to be abforbed in Silence, 
or withdraw our Minds from the Convcrfation 
we are in, left it bring upon us a great many 
impertinent Qucftions, and betray us into as 
many impertinent Anfwersj fo we ought not 
always to give an over-curious Attention to 
the Trifles bandied about in Company, to re- 
prove them, or to refine upon them, or to dff- 
cover in them a Myftery hidden to all others, 
out of a vain Parade of our fuperior Subtilty, * 

Such who think they are extraordinary Per- 
fons, and are intoxicated with their own Merit, 
ihew that they have but very little, or none at 
all : Unhappy indeed is he who is obliged to 
be much in their Company ! What a ftound of 
affeded Phrafes muft he endure ? How manj 
extravagant Wor(Js, which are no fooner ut- 
tered than forgotten \ If they tell a Piece of 
News, it is merely for the Honour of telling it^ 
and to ihew their narrative Talent, they am- 
plify it to a Romance : They make Men think 
after their own Manner, put their own trivial 
Expreffions in their Mouths, and like them- 
felves, make them very talkative \ tbey &11 at 

laft 
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laft into Parenthcfes which may pafs for Epi- 
fodes, and by this Means tht Speakers and their 
Hearers quite forget what they were about. 
What would become of both, fhould not fome- 
body fortunately come in to break up the Com- 
pany, and cut fhort the Story ? 

♦ The§de£lus is heard in the Anti-Chamber ; 
as he comes on, he raifes his Voice ; he enters, 
lie laughs, every body ftops their Ears at his 
Vociferations ; he is a mere Thunderer, and 
no lefs terrible in what he fays, than in his Ut« 
terance; he never lowers his Tone, but to 
fhitter out fome of his own Follies and Vani- 
ties ; fo void of Regard is he to Time, Per- 



• The Coont XAuhigney Brother to Madame dt 
Mcdntaun^ Son of M. £JubtgHe, who was to have 
loft his Heady had he not broke Prifon by Means of 
the Jailor's Daughter ; they ftole away on Board a 
Ship bound for America^ where he married her; 
and had this Son and a Daughter by her. After 
his Death his Widow returned to France^ and was 
glad to marry her Daughter to the facetious and 
deformed Scarrow, who left her but in indifferent 
Circnmftances. This was remedied by her Addrefs 
, in guning the Favour of Madame Colherti who hay> 
ing the Care of the King's Children by the Countefs 
de MmtiJ^^ placed her about them ; here fhe be- 
came known to the King, and thus, though in the 
ccth Year, arrived to a greater Fortune than ever 
Womindid, She was bmi in 1631 « 
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fons or Decency, that he has a Fling at every 
one, though without any fuch Defign j he has 
not fo much as feiated himfelf, yet has he dif- 
obliged the whole Company, by mere Inadver- 
tency ; and he is ever fo well pleafed with him- 
felf, that he does not perceive it When Din- 
ner appears, he is firft in his Place, and always 
at the upper End ; the Ladies are at his Ri^t 
and Left ', be eats, drinks, talks, laughs, ban- 
ters, and interrupts all at the fame Time,; he 
has no Refpe£): to Mafter or Guefts, but enor- 
moufly abufes their Patience. Whoever makes 
the Feaft, he will be Lord of the Table, and 
it is more convenient to give him way, than 
to difpute it with him: Nor does exqulfite 
eating and drinking mend him. If he wins at 
Play, he piques the Lofer by his infulting Rail- 
leries. The Laughers are ever on his Side,' 
and there is no fort of Folly which they do not 
overlook in him* At laft I quit the Field, and 
take my fclf away, equally naufeating TheodeSfuSj 
^nd thofe who can bear fuch an obflreperous 
Coxcomb. 

Troilus is very ufeful to fuch as have too much 
V/ealth ; he cafes them of their cumberfome 
Superfluity ; and faves them the Labour of 
.hoarding up Money, makijig Contradts, locat- 
ing 
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ing Coffisrs, carrying the Keys about with 
thein» or fearing a domeftic Thief ; he. pro- 
mptes their Pleafures, and in Time a/Tifts their 
Paffions, then prefcribes their Condudl; he is 
the defpotic Oracle of the Houfe j he fays of 
this Slave, he fhall b e puniihed, and he is whip- 
ped ; of another he fhall be freed, and he is fet 
at Liberty ; if a Parafite does not make him 
laugh, he muft be difmifled, left he fhould give 
him Offence y and the Mafter of the Houfe is 
yftW off, if Troilus leaves him his Wife and 
Children. If at Table he fays fuch a DijQi is ex- 
cellent, the Mafter and Guefts govern them- 
fclves by his Palate, and make their Dinner of 
it: If again he fays of fome other that it is in- 
fipid, whoever were eating it fpit it out ; 
every Eye is on him, obferving his Looks and 
Carriage, before any one gives his Verdift on 
the Wine or Vifluals ; he feldom ftirs out of the 
Family where he is Governor, there he eats> 
drinks, fleeps, quarrels with his Valets, gives 
Audience to his Workmen, and puts off his 
Creditors; he reigns and domineers in the 
Hall, receives there the Adulation and Homajre 
ef thofe Servants, who, more fubtie than their 
Fellows, cringe to Troilus to curry Favour 
with their -Mafter. If a Perfon enters, whofe 
Misfortune it is, to have a^PhyfiognomY vihkSx 
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Troilus IS not pleafed to like, he frowns, and 
turns away his Head ; if the Stranger comes up 
to him, he fits ftill ; if he fits down, he re- 
moves himfelf farther off; if he talks, he is 
mute J if he continues to fpeak, Troilus ftalks 
away into another Chamber ; if he follows, he 
makes to the Stair-Cafe, and would rather leap 
down Stairs, or out at a Window, than hold 
Difcourfe with a Man whofe Face or Voice he 
diflikes ; he is himfelf happy m both, and ac- 
cordingly has made them turn to good Account 
with both Sexes ; every thing at laft grows be- 
low his Attention j he fcorns to prefcrve his Fa- 
vour by the Exercife of any cf thofe Talents 
which firft acquired it ; it is a Condefcenfion 
if fome times he lays afide his Mufings and 
Taciturnity to conti'adift, and once a Day to. 
(hew his Wit, though only to carp and criticile \ 
inftead of expeding he fhould hearken to you 
in his Turn, or be compIai(ant, and commend 
your Judgment, you are not always fure he 
will permit your Approbation, or accept your 
Complaifance. 

Let the ftrange Gentleman whom you meet 
with by Chance in a Slage-Coach, at a Fcaft, . 
or publick Shew, talk en; you need nothav#. 
any Impatience to knew who or what he is, for 

before 
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before he has done, he wiR himfelf iilform you 
of his Name, his Family, and Eftate ; you 
will fbon know that he ii noble, has a finely 
fumiflied Seat, and a fuitable Retinue. 

Some Men * fpeak before diey think, o- 
thers tedioufly ftudy every thing they fay \ we 
muft ftay for thefe, until their Labour is over 
and they are delivered of their Notions > they 
are made up of Phrafes and quaint Turns as 
lingular as their Geftures and Carriage ; they 
call themfelves Purijis^ and will not hazard the 
leaft Word however expreffive ; nothing comes 
from them eafy or happy ; they fpeak properly, 
but moft tedioufly. 

• » 

Converlation-Wit confifts more in pointing 

out that of others^ than in (hewing a great deal 

yourfelf ; he who goes away pleafed with himfelf 

and his own Wit, is ravifhed with you. Moft 

Men had rather pleafe than admire, and are 

lefs for being inftru£ted, nay diverted, than 

approved and applauded ; the moft delicate of 

Pleafures is to pleafe another. 

Too much Imagination is to be avoided in 
our Converfation or Writings, as it often luxu- 

* A Sort of People who afiFe£ted to be txXxctcA 
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riates into light and puerile or extravagant 
Ideas, which tend neither to make us wifcr' 
nor better. Our declared Thoughts (hould be 
the Rcfult of our Judgment. 

It is a fad Thing when Men have neither 
Wit to fpeak well, nor Judgment to hold thcif 
Tongues s this is the Root of all Imperti- 
nence. 

« 

To fpeak modeftly on a good or bad SuK- 
jeft, and to give the trueReafons for its being 
fo, requires Knowledge and ExprcfEon. It is 
a Trial of Skill : A Ihbrter Way is to pronowice 
peremptorily, that this is execrably or tiUit 
wonderful. 

• ■ ■ ■ 

There is nothing more difj)leafing to Grod or 
Man, than backing every Trifle in conunon 
Cohverfation with Oaths and Imprecatioji«» 
An honeft Man, with only yes or no, defervci 
to be believed ; his Reputation fwears for hini| 
adds Weight to his Words, and procures. MjH 
Credit and Confidence. 

He who continually (ays he is a Man of Vcv 
racity and Honour, that he wrongs no Maiif 
who wifhes that what III he has done odSBis 
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may fall upon himfelf, and fwears to be be<» 
lieved, does not know even how to play the 
honeft Man. 

An honeft Man, with all his Modefty, can- 
not hinder People faying of *hin), what a diflio- 
neft Man fays of himfelf. 

CUm talks uncivilly or unjuftly \ I am furc 
it is one or the other ; but he fays he cannot 
help it, it is his natural Temper to. out with 
his Thoughts. 

There is fpeaking well, fpeaking eafily, 
ipeaking juftly, an^ fpeaking feafonaWy '- It ii5 
offending againft the )aft, to fpeak of Entertain;* 
Inents before the Indigent; of found Limbs 
and Health before the Infirm \ of Houfes and 
I^ands before one who has not io much as a 
Dwelliitg j> in a Word, to fpeak of your Pro- 
fpef ity bfefor6 the Miferable ; this Converfation . 
is cruel, and the Comparifon which naturally 
rifes in them betwixt their Condition and yours 
is excruciating. 

As Tor you, fays Eutiphrouy you are rich, or 
ought to be fo ; ten thoufand Livres a Year 
good -Lands: Faith that's glorious ! much lefs 
makes a topping, Man. In the meau U^t^^^ ^^^^ 
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Ferfon who talks at this Rate, has fifty tbov- 
fand LLvres a Year, and thinks he has not half 
what he deferves ; he reckons up your Taxes^ 
Income, and Expences ; and if he thought you 
deferred a better Fortune, and even fuch a 
one as he himfelf afpires to, he wouTd wifh it 
you. He is not the only Man who makes 
fuch abfurd Eftimates and odious ComparifonSj 
the World is full of Eutlpbrons.. 

A Perfon naturally a Flatterer, and habitit* 
ated to the Fafhion of praifing any one who 
ha$ raifed himfelf to Honour and Riches, con* 
gratulated ^ Thtodemus on a Sermon which be 
had not heard, and of which no body could 
then give any Account. However, he extolled 
his Genius, his Delivery^ and above aU, the 
Readinefs of his Memory ; when in truthf 
Theodimus flopped in the Middle qi bis Dif- 
courfe, and forgot what he had defigncd to 
fay. 

To fpeak and to offend, with fome Peophv 
are but one and the fame Thing ; their Word! 
are fraught with Gall and Wormwood, from a 
proud, fplenetic and malevolent Dilpofition i it 



* The Abbot at Robbe^ 



■^ 'k'll^fti*''*' ^*'""» "VS"^- "" 

» Can woX"^ ^ ^^ 
• ^e had b^f ^ 
*o our iic^^%a*^^' 







142 • The CharfSfirs^ «r 

* I hate a Man whom I cannot accoft or 
lalute before he iaiutes me, without debaGng 
myfelf in his Eyetf, and fuelling his Conceit 
of himfclf. Mmtaigne would fay, < I wiQhaiw 
< Elbow-room : I will be courteous and affa* 

* blc, according to my Fancy, without Fear 
« or Remorfe. I cannot ftrivc againft my In- 

* clinations, nor fetter my Temper, which 
« kadis me to make up to every Acquain* 

* tance coming towards me ; if he is my E- 

* qua], and not. ihy. Enemy, I anticipate his 
^ Courtcfy, I afk him about his Health and 

* Family, I ofrer him my Services, without 

* ftanding on any Pundtiliocs like fome re- 
« ferv'ed Folks : I cannot relifli one whofe known 

* Stardmtfs checksthefe pleafant EfFufions. How 

* incuIJ I rembember as foon as I fee him, 

* to put on a grave and fupercilious Counte- 

* nance, to let him know, that I think I am 

* as good as he, and better ? To T^StSk fo far, 

* I mud rccclleft all my good" Qualities, and 
' his bad ones, and compare them tcgctherj 
« but this will not do for me, I want the Prc- 
« fence of Mind ; and fuppofing I could fuc- 



I II I ■! I II I I ■! ■»— — — 

• Written in ImitaXlou o^ Montcnvne. 1 



* CCed rilB^ once, f SR fait Z A^ 

cnrf the fecand tinvri I ^aa^a- mr « 

A Maa nay teve Vtnsi^ Cj^-fw— 
pSoS CooflaA, atii ftx be iaftp/- 

lificaocscx, Aie ft « p»« n t ly «fta« i^ . 
odge ui br, ami «nfci 
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attsun it; it is acquired and compleited bj Ir 
mitation; fome Difpofitions are only.fuToep- 
tive of Politenefs, as others are of Talenti 
and folid Virtue. It is true Politenefi tends to 
advance Merit, rendering it amiable ; and a 
Man muft have very eminent QualificationSa 
to {land his Ground vrithout it* 

Politenefs feems to be a Care to modid. 
our DiicQurfes and Manners fo as to pleafe 
ourfelves and others. 

He offends againft Politenels, who praiies i* 
nother's Singing or touching an Inftrumeii^ 
before fuch as he has obliged to fing or pbjf 
forhisDiverfion; or who commends another Po- 
et> in pretence of one who reads him his Verfes. 

In all the Feafls and Entertainments we 
give, in all the Prefents we make, in all the 
Pleafures we procure for others, there is a way 
of doing well, and of doing according to their 
Inclinations 5 the laft is the beft. 

The refufal of all forts of Praifes indif- 

criminatdy is a kind of Ferocity ; we tMight 

to be fenfible of thofe which come from good 

Men, who praife fincerely thofe things in us 

wbJch arc really commftnAaMft* 
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5jj*^ of Wi^ ^o b ttatanny proud^ 

^^^l^g of Ut Pride or & 
l^^l^f Oil the cOfltTMy^ if any thingwill 
<o^^'^ and render tdm more pliant and' 

^^ nis a little Prosperity, 

A9» ^nft bear "with Tome Peoples ill Tern* 
^^tieSt ^ ^^ with Copper Money^ for the 
^Cagnmerce. 

Wi^ *«Ve ^ijj, -petfonty who are continually 

?**A4. «imI trho will make you hear the 
;0««rt ^**n^ ^^ ^3^-1, fide, is like living in a 

^ ^ , ps^A their Days in a StnSt 

1^ ^ **'*'''-rwxi^ wexein conunoa; thef 

V^^^'' ^^\iSi& and were never out of 
•^ "^lift J7«^*^ ^fttjer fourfcore Years tfiey 
1 W^^ (*t}^^^-pi»^ and put an end to 
t^ V ^^« *^ _5r |»ad then but one Day 
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ther ; they were in hafte to break before 
Death ; their Complacency would hold out 
no longer ; they lived too long for a good Ex. 
ample \ a Moment fooner, they had died good 
Friends^ and left behind them a rare Model 
cf Perfeverance in Friendihip. 

I 
Families are often difturbed by Feuds, Jca* 

loufies . and Antipathy, while outwardly they, 
feem eafy, aflSe£lionate and cheerful $ and we 
fuppofe they enjoy a Quiet, to which they 
are ftr^ngers ; there are very few who can btar 
Examination. The Vifit you make, only fuf- 
pends a domeftick Quarrel, whjch waits but* 
for your Abfence to break out again. 

In all Societies, Reafon yields firft j the wi- 
feft Men are often led by the moft foolifh and , 
crapricious ; they ftudy his Temper and WdUc- 

• 

Hefs, and conform to his Whimfies'; ' diey 
carefully avoid thwarting him, and give him 
his way ; when he appears the leaft chearfiil 
they commend his good Humour, they thank 
him almoft for his not being always infup- 
portable ; he is feared, obeyed, and fometimes 
beloved. 

§ 

None but fuch as have had old Relations^ 
«r £icb as have them, and are endeavouring to 
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dren: The- fmdor flio- is of btf HuibeAd^ the* 
worfe Step-Motbcr. 

SkepvMadiMBiiiiriQB whole Towns indTil- 
Itgrn^tAtty aodfiDck die> Couairy with Beg^ 
gKtf VjifBantt^ SokSeif » Servants and. Sfa»PCf| 

■ 

* 6. and.ifil ace Ncig|bboun^ thek Laads» 
ai^e colbtiguoust thqr inhabit a.dercrt and foli^ 
taff Coiintrjr» £nr from Towns or Comoierce'if 
mcthinks- Solimde ai^ the Lpvr of Spctetfi^ 
(faouM produce a cordial Corre/pondence ; they 
aft^wpitiiattjp-at Tariancci, aiid-.it 19 bard, to 
cjifrcfi the Trifle- that cauTes: an icreconeilea*. 
HeDiffiBrence betwixt: them, and< tnmTnttlii 
their Hitred . to their Dcfccndants* Relation* 
#rcven Bvothers^ never difiBmd about a thing* 
#f lefe Momrnn 

Suppofe there were but two Men on the 
w>hole£artb9 who po&flbdit entireiy to them* 



* Mr. de Crwnmont a CoanftSer, bid a Suit 
with Mr. HiTvij Dean of the Parliament abeot* 
1 each ; though began upon a Trifle, it produced 
a Charge of pretended Gentili^ againfl the for- 
R er, which being oroved, his Gown was torn off 
h m, he was degndedj and fentencod to petpetaal 
imprifonment. 

lelvety 
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never wtll be : It is a City without dbaTs and 
Parties ; vAits^ Families are united ; Relations 
■fee one another with Confidence; where x 
Marriage does not niife an Inteftine Wars 
where arc no Difputes and Qiiarrels about 
Frecedencj ; whence Lying, Scolding, Prating 
andGoiSping arebaniflied; where the Mag»- 
firatesy the Placemen, and the People are upon 
good Terms ; where the Biihop lives eafily 
with the Dean, the Dean with the Prebends, 
the Prebends with the Canons, and the Csutont 
with the Chojifters. 

Countrymen and Fools are apt to take per, 
and fancy you defpife or laugh at them. Yo« 
muft never venture on the moft innocent and 
gentleft Raillery^ unlefs it be with the Polite or 
Witty. 

Merit difcerns and finds itfelf out recipro- 
cally ; he that would be eftcemed, muft con^ 
verfe wkh Perfons who are themfelves efteem* 
able. 

He whofe Rank fets him above a fmait Re- 
partec, ought to forbear all keen Raillery. 
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%not to Truth, and exercifes the Facidtitsr ufe 
.degant Argumentations* 

Two Perfons will not be Friends long, tf 
they cannot fiodrgive each edier little Failings. 

How many fine unprofitable Reafons are laid 
before a Ferfon under Affli£tion» to tnnquillize 
and comfoit him ! The Things widiout^ wbicb 
we call Events, are fometimes too firong.fop 
Heafon and Nature. Eat, drink> do not kilt 
yourfelf with Melancholy, are infignificantikd* 
momtions, and beyond Pra£licc,, when a MaO is 
overwhelmed by his Sorrows. Are you a wtfi 
Man to difqukt.yurfelf at this Rate ? la, ndt 
this as much as to fay, Are jou not a Fool 4a ht 
unfortumte f 

Counfel, whkh is neceflary in all AffidrSf is- 
fometimes hurtful to thofe who give it, an4 
:unp.j:ofitable to the Ferfons to whom it is g»¥eiu. 
Yov obferve, perhaps, Dcfe£b in jMaimeff^ 
which are either not acknowledged,, or peiip 
haps efteemed as Virtues. You blot out the. 
^vourite PafTages in a Compofition where the 
Author thought he furpafied himfeIC By tUb 
Means you lofe the Confidence of your Friend^, 
withoMi making theioi bettec or wifer.. 
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what Name, Theohaldus^ ♦ did you dcfcrve in 
yonr Youth, when the Ladies were fo charmed 
with you, that they fwere only by you, and' 
took every thing upoft your Word| To that> a» 
often as you (poke, they prefentiy died outy 
That is Jiluatir fFhat Jidhfiy? 

We frequency talk with Impetuofity rn Gom.r 
pany often through Vanity and Humour, rarely^ 
with proper Regard; defirotn to rejiiy, beforer 
we-hanre heard out theQueftiony we follow our 
own Notions^ and expkfin them without de«^ 
ference to other Mens Reafons*: We are far 
from finding the Truths while we are not a<- 
greed upon what it is we feek after^ Could a 
Man write down thefe Converfations, he woufd 
fee a great many good Things fpoken to little 
Iffe£L 

There was a fort of filly puerile Conrerfatf on 
lately in Fafhion, which turned all on trivial 
Queftionsy concerning Tendemefs and Paffipn^ 
the reading of Rcfmances firft introduced it,, 
and amongft the moil diftinguifhed in Court 



* Bourfiitdt, a mod ingenious Writer. See tke 
JgivGZ^ of eminent Frtncb Yfiken, 
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and Cty; thence it was foon (fiTcarded; kit^ 
ftig^er with Puns and Conundrums, was re^ 
ceii'ed with g|;eat Applau& anoog the In£^ 
rior* 

Some City Ladies are ib ince, that they will 
Vf no Means learn to fpeak the Names of 
Streets, Lanes, or publkrk Places, which they 
Jancy are not noble enough ta be known. They 
fiiy nothing (Mainly but the Louwe and the Royal^ 
Sfum'e'f ufing Terms and Phrafes for tlie 
NaRie» of fome ei^tx Places ; or if by Chance 
iud a Word efcapes them, they excufe k as 
femething (hocking^ iivthis mncb more unna-> 
tural than the Court Ladies, who having Oc-» 
cafion to fpeak of the the Market-place, the 
Prifon, ' or the like, make no Scruple to iky 
the Market-place and the Prifon^ 

If we affeA ibmetimes to forget certaia 
Names which we think obfcure, and to dipi 
them in. the Pronunciation,, it is through a 
good Conceit of oiuielves^ 

• 

In the Jocularity of Converfation, (everal* 
filly Things are laid out of Pleafantry, which, 
as fuch, pleafe only for their extreme Ridlcu-' 
loufiidfe Tins is low PlcafanUY, ^^ oti?j ^x^^ 



the Mebf but iia9 nxdiajppiiy infeSed the Yo^oA 
of d^ Gomtf it is troe,. we seed not &ar it will 
i^ccaui ftrther^ ^ 1$ if too co^e and iiyfipii £» 
thrive in the Center of Polxtenefs and gi»of 
Senfe. However, tt ihould be expofed and 
rendered odious to t]ln>fe who pra&ife it; fov 
tiiough they u& it only in their tudicrovs HouBir 
yict it vkiates ibepp, and indifpofes (heir Wi»A^ 
from true Wit and folid Litemturc. 

Betwoen ipeakiof; bad Tbipgt ev fpesifctiig 
iuch good Things which every body k^owty 
and putting thesa off for new, these i« fo littl* 
DiiFerencey that I d» not Juiow whscb t» 
chuie. 

Lucan basfaii a pr4t$jTbinf r Tien is a faw 
ExpriJJim in Claudiaa : nen isfucb a Prnffig^ 
in Seneca % and then a long Sentence otLMtin^ 
which is quoted oftenhefore tbofe^ who, though 
t)i^ pretend to underftand it, are ignorant af 
every Word. This is pitiable, with Wit and 
Senfe of our own, either we might abfolutd/ 
diipenfe with reading antient Authors, or at 
kaft, after reading them, we fhould chufe the 
fineft, and quote them pertinently. 

fHtrm 



* HtmHig€rm$ know» Jiot whA h King of 
Himgtij^ and ftarei at jiaming the King of 
tthemi^ Speak not to him of the Wan in 
MoMant fx Fianden^ or at kaft, you muft exeufe 
Ain from anfwerhig the Qaeftions you aft co]> 
ocrotiigthem ^ he knows not when they began 
OF ended ^ Battles and Sieges are* al] new ta 
hiin ; but he is very well read rn die Gianta 
WarSy he can relate them to the leaft Circuxn* 
fiances ; he dtfcouries with the fame Fluency on 
the horridConvulfions of ihtBaiylomansaid Aff^^ 
fian Monarchies ; he is acquainted with the Ori» 
gtnal of the E^tians and their Dynaflies. He 
never faw VerJaiMeSj nor ever will ^ but the Tower 
of Babel he has feen^and counted the Steps i he 
has found out how many ArchiteSs were em-> 
played about that Building, and even has their 
Namea at hi^ Fingers Ends. If he knoivs 
Henry IV. to be the Son of HiftryJU. it is as 
much as- I ^^^ affirm. Aflc him about the 
Houfes of Fr^^^'t Aujlria and Bavaria.; what 
flJodem Trifle* are they, fays he ! While he 
^nm on about the Kings of Msdia- and Ba^ 
^^n the frightful Names of -^«w4ijyirij/^4 
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Noefnemordach^ Mardokempad, are to him as fa- 
miliar as thofe of VMs and Bourbon are to &s» 
He knows not that the Emperor is married^ 
yet can tell you that Nhus had two Wives. He. 
hears the King enjoys a pcrfeA State of Health ;•. 
this reminds him that Thetmofis^ a King oT. 
EgfpU ^^ healthy, and that he derived -hi* 
athletic Conftitution from his Grandfather Ali^ 
fharmutojis* What does he not kno\v^? Whatr 
ill all venerable Anthquity is hid from him ? He 
aflures you Simiramisj or as fome will have it'* 
Scrimaris^ talked fo suich like her Son Nifryen^ 
that they were net to be difiinguifhcd by their 
Speech j but he dares not decide, whether the- 
Mother had a manly Voice like her Son, or 
the Son an effeminate Voice Kkc his Mother t 
he hts you know that NinArat wasleft-handed,^ 
and Sefoftrh ambidexter ; that it is an £rxx)r to* 
imagine one of the jtrtaxerxes was called Langi^ 
manuff becaufe his Arms reached down to his 
Knees, and not that one of his Arms wa» 
longer than the other; he adds, that though 
fome grave Authors affirm it was his right 
Arm 5 he can upon irrefragable Proofs i&aiii>- 
tain that it was his left. 

Jfcanius is a Statuary, Hegion a Founder^ 
) JEfchtKUi a Fulkr> and C^dlai a Wit 5 it is bis 
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luit tJuTi are^ adds he, Am Ihingt i$ trnJUfr^ 
to which be nerer fails to hck a fourth: The 
firft Aim of this rapid fiabler, at coining inU^ 
an AttetMf^ is to get among fome Women» 
idiom he mayamase with the afaftrutePto* 
Aifiioas of his Geniss. Truth and Fal&oody 
Reafon and Abfurdity are out of the QuefliOD 
with hims all his Scope b to differ from 
every Body : Thushe often ftays till aH the Com- 
pany have fpoke their Thoughts on fome cafiial 
SiibjeAy or not feldom introduced by himteU^ 
when he holds forth m an uaprecedcnied, but hm 
imagines aHb, in an unanfwerable Manner* 
Lucian and Senecay fays CydUi^ * come pretty 
near me ; but for Plata^ Virgil and Thtocrititil 
I do (ay, they are not fit to hold a Candle to 
mc ; and fuch fenfelefe Arrogancy his Flartertf 
fidls not evexy Morning to confirm with a 
few ludicrous Oaths, but not from a wrong 
Tafte fo much, as a Care of his own Intereft* 
Who is moft in die Wrong, the Bubble or 
the Flatterer ? 



• Mr. Pirrault of Ac Academy^ a very tTu b tr 

rant Author, as he oppoled Mr. LaBnt^tn^Ai,* 

"^on into the Academy, he alTo never fpsires klm. 

t we fee it is oneThfaig to preach and anotfaef 

lOife. 

^15^ 
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Nicander entertains EUfa with an Account of 
the loving and complaifant Manner in which 
he lived with his Wife, from the Day of their 
Marriage to the Hour of her Death ; he has ikijji 
before, he was forry he had no Children hj 
her, and now repeats it : He talks one while 0|f 
^his Houfes in Town, then of his Countiy^ 
Eftat^ ; he calculates their Revenue \ he -de- 
fcribes the Situation and tvtry Part of his Seal» 
expatiates on the Cohveniency. of the Apart- 
ments, on the Richnefi and Elegancy of tlk|p 
Furniture; he afTures her he loves Feftiyij^ 
and Splendor, and complains that his late Wife 
was too much averfe to Play and Company. 
You are fo rich, fays one of bis Frjendi^ 
placed for the Purpofe, why do not you buy 
fuch a Poft, or fuch an Eftate ? Oh \ Lord, 
Sir, replies Nicandery indeed you believe me 
richer than I am. He forgets not his Ex- 
cra£lion and Relations : Ike Lord Treafurtr^ 
my Coujin \ The Chancellor's Ladji^ my nearKinftu^ 
man ; this is his Stile. He tells her bow h^ 
became difcontented with his neareft Relations, 
andoffended with his Heirs : Am npt I wronged? 
Have I any great Reafon to do welt for them, 
fays he to EUfa ? and defires her to be Judge. 
Hs then inflnuates, that he is in a languifhing 

State 
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State of Health, and fpcaks of the Vault where 
be defigns to be interred* He fawns on, flat* 
ters, and is very officious to all who have 
any Intereft in the Lady he courts. But Elifa 
ba» not Courage enough to grow rich at chf 
Price of being his Wife. Whilft he is talking 
thus to -her, in comes a Beau, whofe Prefi^nce 
alone difmounts all the Cits Batteries; he gets up 
vexed and confounded, fneaks away, and fays 
the fame Things fomewhere elfe, which he has 
laid to Eli/a. 

: Wife Men fometimes avoid die World, thsK 
they may not be furfeited with it. 

0/ tie Goods of Fortune. 

A Very rich Man may cat bis Dainties, paint 
his Ceiling and Alcoves, in Summer re. 
tire to his Seat, apd fpend the Winter at \\\% 
Town^houfe, may marry his Paughter to % 
Duke, and buy a Title for his Son \ all this iji^ 
right and within his Compafi ; but to live con- 
tent is, perhaps, the Privilege of other Men. 

A high Birth, or a great Fortune, add an 
Effulgence to Merit, and heighten the Refpeft 
paid to iu 
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The Ambition of a Coxcomb is fo *far ex« 
cuf^ble, "knowing that after he has raifed his 
Fonune, every one will find out f3mc 'Me- 
Tit in him which he never had* before, to 
exalt him in our. Opinions, as in his owi^ 

As Riches and Favour for&ke -a Man^ Wfe 
ilifcover him to be a Fool, but no bodj coiiQ 
l&nd it out in his Profperity* 

If it was not what we fee every "Day, i9^ 
jCsouId nfift . imagine vdie itrttige lMt|iroporaott 
a few, or a. great dooany .Pieces lof "ftMimi^ 
caufe between Men. 

Tbofe lew or many Pieoes dF Mo&ef era 
what determine Men to the Sword, thcLLong 
Hobe, or tfae-Cfaurchs there is fcarce .luy p« 
thcr Call. 

• 

Two Merchants were Neighbours, drow 
the fame Trade, but with a quite diffie^ 
rent Fortune : They had each an only Dta|^ 
ter, who were nurfed together, and lived in ft 
Familiarity fuitable to Perfons of the £inic Agt- 
and Condition : One of them, as the 'Oalf 
HeibuTcc from extreme Mifery, endeavtounAi^ 
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place hcrfelf abroad -, her Fortune throws her 
ibto the Service of a great Lady» one of die 
firfl- nmk' at Court ; the fame to whom for • 
merijr ilie^was »Bofom Companion. 

V^'the Rnancier mifcaarits^ the Courtier fays 
ofliimy he^is a-Cit, a- fad 'Soul, amerrScoun- 
isdi if the Finaacier fuoceeds^ the* Courtis 
iiUt'DanigliMr^fr Siuior. 

* Some Men in their Youth ferve an Ap« 
prenticeflrip to a certain Trade^ to follow a 
very different one the reft of their Lives* 

f A Man is ugly, ill ihaped and a Fool ; but 
one whifpers to me, that he has 50000 Livrts a 
Year : That concerns him alone, and I fhall 
never he the better nor the worfe for it. How 
weak indeed were I, if I (hould begin to look 
on him with other Eyes, and could not pre- 
fave myfelf Matter of my own Senfes. 

It is in vain to |H-ctend to turn a rich Block- 
head into Ridicule; the Laughers are ftiU oa 
his fide. 



• The Revenue Fanners. f The Duke of 

W • % * * V 
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% N with his Porter, as big and iUrly. 

as a Swifs^ a Portico and an Anti-Cbamberi^ 
after obliging People to dance Attendance f 
appearing with a grave Mien and folemn 
Step ; hearing them two or three Words, 
and idimiffing tliem without conduAinj^ 
them to the Door ; how contemptible ^ fcHt 
ever in other Points,. will attra<^ fomethingi 
Tcry near RefpeA. 

My need of your Intereft, Clitt^hotij rouzet. 
me early from my Bed, and hurries me to your. 
Door : Would to God I had no Occafion to 
foUicit or be troublefome to you.: Your Sa- 
vants tell me you are in your Clofet, ancf it 
will he an Hour at lead before you can be 
fpoke with : I return within the Time, and 
they fay you are gone out. What is. it, CSSr- 
uphojiy you liave to do of fuch Coniequence, 
in your moft retired Clofet, that you cannot 
afford nie a Minute or Moment ? You file Pa- 
pers, collate a Regifter, you mark 5 I had 
but one thing to a(k you, and you but one 
Wofd to anfwer, Tes or No : If you wdul^ 
be efteemed, do good QfEces to your depen« 



^ Mbnfieor deSt. PoMange, 
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is feen of jcverj Body, at all Hours, m 
Conditions, at Tables in Bed, Naked, Dj 
in Sicknefs or in Healdi^ benekber is 
ImpoTGant Jilan, nor wSi be tbe Monejr- 



Lef us'iiot^iiyf IbmrMentiheflrj 
Riches i their Bunjien^^iddber too 
nsri we ponld not faciifice^ artheydb, 
<2uiet^ Honour and Coofcience, to 
<hem : It is* to fzj fo <iear for' tbeoj, 
tbe Bargain hzLotk. ^ 



♦ The JP^. TT S, more in jus alf 
^ns fucceffiveljr^ We firft defpife tbenS* 
their Obfcuri^ ; we then envy them, 
wards fear^ hate, and fometimes dteem wM 
refpeA them; and not fddom, live Iv^, 
0dugh to finiifa with pitying; them* 



I 



Sffiasy ffom a FootBum, gpt to be tti 
der Farmer of A^ Revenue,; and fay 

tion, Viokfxse, aad^Malverfatioll, as iNirfitf 
vansed, on the Ruinsrof ieveral Faaylias^:^|jr 
a high Poft. He is ennobled by: hi« &£ 
Cioo, and wanted nothing now bm IVpfai|^M|^ 

. — ^ 

• Paxt^axa, or Fatmen of the Rcvenae. 



_^ 
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;and this has been effefted by being chofen 
Churchrwarden. 

* Arfuria ufed formerly to walk alone, un- 
attended and afoot to the Cathedral, heard the 
Sermon in a Corner of the Church, where fhc 
loft half the Words, and faw but one fide of 
the Preacher; her Virtue was obfcure, and 

her Devotion as little known as her Perfon : 
Her Hufband is got into the Revenue; what 
a prodigious Fortune fprung up in lefs than fix 
Years ! Now (he never comes to Church but 
in a Coach ; her long Train is born up, the 
Preacher flops while Ihe feats herfelf, fhe faces 
him, not a Word or Motion efcapcs her; 
the Priefts make intcrcft to confefs her; every 
' one ftrives to give her Abfolution, but the Cu- 
rate is the Man. 

tl Croefus is carried to the Church-yard, and 
of all the Riches which he acquired by Rapine 
and Extortion, being lavifhed in Riot and Lux- 
ury, there is nothing left for a decent Inter- 



• Madam de BeUzany. 

H Mr. de Guenegaud a famous Partifan, or Re- 
venue-Farmer, reckoned to be worth abore four 
Minions ; but was afterwards muldted by the Cliam- 
ber of Jttftice^ and died miferably in ^ Q^t^x« 

I TWW^> 
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ment ; he died infolvent, without £fFe6(s, and 
confeqacnily without Succour; no Juleps, 
Cordials, nor Medicines, were feen about hioi, 
no Phyfician, nor fo much as a Prieft to afliire 
him of his Salvation. 

+ Champagne rifing from an extravagant 
Dinner, his Stomach gorged, and his Head 
full of the intoxicating Fumes of delicious 
Wine, figns an Order delivered to him, which 
would have ftarved a whole Province, had it 
taken Place ; he is excufable, for how could a 
Man in the Plenitudes of Satiety think that 
there is fuch a thing as Starving. 

tl Silvanus by Money has acquired Birth and 
another Name ; he is Lord of the Manner 
where hii Grandfathers were Vaflals ; he was 
hot formerly good enough to be Cleoiulus'B Page^ 
but he is now his Son-in-Law. 

f Mcnnerot another of thofe Vermine, who le- 
fufing to pay his Fine of two millions of Lincify * 
died in Prifon, where however, his Fortune bcmg 
all in Cafh, he lived at a high Rate ; his ^dc 
have the Prudence to conceal what he left tfaem. 

\ Mr. Gorge another Partifan, who grown ridi, 
urdcr Mr. Fcuguet, bought a Marquifate, and 
married Quality ; if he was rapacioos liltt ^.■ 
Brethren^ he had the good Fortune to rfotjc a 
Squeeze. 
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Dorus is carried in a Litter aionr the Ayp:ar 
wajf, his Freed-men and Slaves run befi»rt; nixr 
to make way for him ; he wants nothmg bir. 
Liflors ; he enters Rome with & daziing 
Retinue, glorying in the Meannefs ani Puv*:ny 
of bis Father Sanga as a foil to his Splendur. 

No one can put his Fortune to a better -jfe 
than + Perianier\ it gains him Precedence, 
Homage and Authority; his Friendfliip is flo 
longer defired, but his Protedion implored ; he 
begins to &y of himfelf, A Man sf rm Ccrii- 
tiony and fometimes A Man ef rj ^4^iiijy 
for he pretends to be fiich, and Lhcre arc nor.r 
who borrow Money of him, cr eat at ■ - 
Table, which is very dt!:r:itr, ''it :-r-; i:.'- 
putc it : His Seit is Sitelj, t-t v^-t' ;/? .'>^ 
rick ; no G^te, L:it 2 ^^;^; ..: , a r 3, 
private Houfe cr a Ter'*:,.* ' "^s-.-:** tr^ .♦ . 
lofs to know whiii . 55» ^ V^.' * r-.n'»r»:ipi^ 
of all the Freeing i i-r, 5*^ . .;: -.-.•.-. :.• • .-, 
and would refoict sr st ; r ^^ .«.f ^'' . - 
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haves uniformly in the Grandeur he has ac- 
quired, and for which, he is in debt td no 
body. But why did not his feeble old Fa- 
tlier die twenty Years ago, before any men- 
tion was made of Periander ? How fhall he 
Hand thofe odious Parifli-Regifters which 
reveal Mens £xtra£lions, and frequently put 
the Widow or the Heirs to the blufli, amidft 
all their flaunting State ? How fhall he hide 
them from the Eyes of an envious, keen- 
fighted Town, and in Oppofition to a thou- 
fand People, who will be at all Funerals and 
Publick Proceflions ? Befides what would you 
have him do, fhall he flile his Father £fq; 
who fliles himfelf no lefs than Right Ho- 
nourable ? 

How many are like thofe Trees, which be- 
ing already tall and well grown, are. trans- 
planted into Gardens, to the furprize of thofe 
who behold them in thofe fine Places, Where 
tliey never faw them grow, and who Jupw 
neither their Beginning nor Progrefa. 

Could fome of the 111 uflrious Dead rife ag^uiif 
and fee their own Arms or Names borne9 tbeir 
Lands, Caflles, ancient Seats and Titles bofr 
fefTed by thofe veiy Perfons who were 



**^ 



^■t things Uod dnoka be 

Advantages, than lus 

uid the (cirt of Men wbe an tti 



If rno were to go lata a 
that Alt and Medlod ^ dta^ ai 
to gratify your Pjfat^ aa4 wake 
bove what is aece&T; if •«» 
Pkmculan of aO ifae IKAa '^ 
fKued for 70a at 1 Fcaft; if 
liovr man^ Handi thcj go rtnii^ri. er 
various ModifiotiaBB hficr dl7 9ea^ 
qut&te Meatt, andajT b 
Elegance, wfakli datmi yam IfSH 
joat Choice, aad ff'^-im yam w s^fe 
if yoa faw the In gmlki rf Ae 
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their Arms andllrain their Nerves ;. you wouW 
cry out, are thefe the Springs, the Movements, 
of fo fine a Shew, which feemed animated 
and aded only by itfelf ? Such Efforts ! Su€h 
Violence! So with refpeft to the Farmer of 
the King's Revenues, cnq^uirc not too nar-- 
rowly into their Fortune. 

f This Youth fo ruddy, fo vegete and hcal- 
thy> wantons in the Revenues of an Abbey 
and ten other Benefices ; they bring him in aU 
together, one hundred and twenty thouftndr 
I^ivres a Year, which are paid him confiandy 
xjx Gold. There are elfewhere a hundred and 
twen^ Indigent Families, who have no Fir€». 
no Cloaths, nor Suftenance i their Diftrefs is- 
extregie and fhocking : What Inequality ? Doe% 
not this dearly demonfirate a Futurit]^ i 

• ^ ■ ' ^ ' 

t Qbryfippuiy an upfiart Nobileman,« and thft. 
firA of his Race, thirty Years ago aimed at 
two tl)puiand Livres a Year y this was to bound 



m^mimmm 



+ The Arch-bifhop of i?-&«>tf. 

% Longenis Farmer -General, ' who(e DaugKtec 

was married to a Son of MariKal TourvilU^ wh<^ 

being finitten with his DaughterinrLaw^ was onccL 

Miged to make Us e(ca^e f^xil of. her Chamber 

Window. 
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his Defirrs, this was the Summit of his 
Ambition \ this he was full of, as many illll 
remember. Some time after, by what means 
I know not) he was able to give as much for si 
Portion to his Daughter, as he thought 
an ample Competency for Life; the like 
Sum lies counted in his CcfFcrs for each of 
his Children, and they are not few. Tii'w 
is only fomelhing for the prefent, there ib a 
greater Eftate to be expelled at })is De«ih. 
He is ftill alive, and though advanced in Yc jrs, 
employs the reft of his time in labouring to 
be richer. 

* Let Ergafius alone, and he will demand 
t Duty from every one who drinks out of the 
River, or walks on the Land ; he knows how 
to convert Reeds, Ruflies and Nettles into 



♦ Baron /# ^y^ow^j, very forward in Scheming, 
ef a fofpicious Birth » feme faying the Purple, o- 
tbers the Flowers-de-luce had a Hand in him : 
His Mother was one of the late Queen Mothcr^s 
Confidents 1 and it was ihe who £rfl aflured the 
Qaeeft^ that his Majefly» who at firft carried it very 
edkUy to die Ladies, nuat extremefy nuell qua/if e.^ 
for Marriage; his reputed Father fold Ribbons^ 
^nd two Knights of the Holy Ghofl owe theirs to 
his Mother, whom they had gratified in the man- 
ner moft fuitable to her InclinaUoiiS, ^V\Oel v^^x^ 
jBOt mercenary. 
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Gold ; he hears all Schemes, and propofes what 
he hears. The Prince gives nothing tx). any 
one, but at Ergajlu^% Expencc; parts with 
no Favours but what are his Due j his infati-' 
able Avacice grafps at all 5 were his Advice 
to take Place, the Arts and Sciences would be 
brought under Contribution^ and Harmony it* 
felf be made a Fund. 

Have na dealings with CritOy that felfiih 
Blood-fucker : The Snare is always ready laid . 
for thofe who muft treat with him : If you 
are inclined to purchafe his Poft, a Parcel of . 
Land, or whatever is hijs, he will fcrew you 
moft extravagantly : There is no Caiidour, ho 
Equity to be expeded from one fo wrapt up vblt 
his owiv Intereft : A Bubble b lib Man. 

♦ BronttMy lays the World, ufes Retirements^ 
and locks himfelf up in company with Saints $ - 
they have their Meditations, and he has his* 

The People have very often the pleafure of ^ 
a Tragedy ; and fee on the Theatre of the • 
World the moft odious, inf^jnous,. and mif- , 

chievous Ailors brought to a wretched Ca** 
taftrophe.. 

* Monfieul* Bertier, a &mfius PattiikQ (ft Faiv 
iner of the Kevenucu. 
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If we divide the Lives of the f Partifans 
into two PaitSy the firft vigorous and eagcr» 
is buiied in oppreffing the People ; the fecond 
bordering on Death, to make fome kind of 
amemb, is Ipent in dete£Ung and ruining one 
another. 

ThatMan ♦ who made your Fortune, and that 
of feveral others, has not been able to maintain 
his own, or fecure his Wife and Children af* 
ter his Death : They live in Obfcurity and 
Wrctchednefs, and their MHery is known, yet 
you have no Thoughts of alleviating it : Indeed 
you cannot i your Buildings and nK>diih £x- 
pences run away with all your Money ; yet, in 

' ■ 

Gratitude, you prefcrve your Benefadtor'^ 
Pi£hire, which is honoured witli a Place ii^ 
your Parlour. Empty Refpe£t ! it might a4 
well be in the Lumber-room. 

There is an Obduracy of Temper, and ano- 
ther of Rank and Condition, which no lefs than 
tfie firft, hardens us towards the Misfortunes of 
others ; nay to thofe of our own Family : A 
triie Partifan fympathizes with neither Friends^ 
Wife or Children.' 



t Farmenof theRcreme. 

Is ^^ 
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Away, fly 1 Yoti arc not far enough : Hbvr f 
fay you, I am under the other Tropick : Tra^- 
verfe the Pole ; haflen into the other HbmU 
ffhere ; mount to the Stars, if poffible : fzal 
there ; very well, then you are pretty fafe, I 
look down on the Earth v I there diftover a 
furious, rapacious, inexorable and tniatiable 
Man *, who preys upon all he meets,, and to 
the Ruin of the Unguarded. Determined to eiw 
large his overgrown Fortune, and have no Su* 
perior in Opulence, he takes the moft difpatch* 
f ul Mcafures to fwell his Fortune until it burfts*. 

To make one's Fortune is fo fine a Phrafe^ 
ttid of fuch a charming Import, that it is univer* 
fally ufed ; it has pafTed from the Court to the 
City, made its Way into the mortified Cloyft'ers, 
fcakd the Walls of the Abbeys of both Sexes^ 
where one would think every Heart was {hut 
againft it ; there is no Place facred which it has 
fiot profaned ; it takes with Greets and Baria^ 
irians ; it is adopted into all Languagi^s^ and 
the .very Children are taught to lifp it. 

■ 

He who is cunning enough to fill his Cof- 
fers, concludes he has the Head of a Statef* 
man. 



* Mr. Ftnuhwrttm. 
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fares ; Cuftom, Intereft and Opportunity rule- 
his Motions. Are fuch great Talents necei&ry 
for a Traveller to fct out at firft in the tnaiik 
Roady and if that be impraflicable or crowded^ 
to crofe the Fields, and get into a Bye-way for 
a while;, then again return into the former 
Road^ and hold on until his Journey^s End ? Andi 
is fo much Senfe and SoKdity requifite to a. 
fteady Perfuit of his Ends ? Is it t^en fuch a 
Wonder, that a Coxcomb ihould ever be rich 
and in any Reputation ? 

Some ftupid and weak Men, * are feen vat 
lucrative Callings and eminent Stations \ they 
die rich, yet we cannot fuppofe they have con- 
tributed to it by any Xnduflry or Labour of their 
own : Somebody, or perhaps only Chance, ha^ 
dire£ted them to the Fountain-head. Thcjr^ 
have been then afked. Would you have Water f 
Draw, and they have drawn abundantly* 



* Nicholas d'Omfitte^ whofe Motker was in thor 
Secret of the Kling's Amours widi Madame i^ iaFa» 
Here. Though Trcafiirer of France at Orleans^ hei 
had fo litde of what is called Learnings that be* 
ing one Day aiked who was the firft Roman Emperor^ 
he anfwered Vejpafian ; however^ he was Mailer of 
the thriving Talents, marrying lis Daughters to 
rich Men, with whom Money was die greateil 
AUuremeiit. 
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in the Mcafure, &nd has Scales to try the Momf 
he receives. 

In all Conditions the pooreft Man is the 
neareft Neighbour to Honefty, and the Rich 'mt. 
Irttle diftant from Knavery ; Senfe and Ability,, 
ef themfelveS) feldom procure exceffive Riches- 

A Shetir of Honefly is in all Trades th& 
fureft Way to thrive. 

The ihorteft and bell Way to make your 
Fortune, is to convince People that it is theic 
Intereft to promote your's* 

f Some flimulatcd by Neceflity, or a De* 
fire of Riches or Glory, improve their licen* 
tious Talents, and engage in Profcfilions not 
the raoft reputable, overlooking the Danger 
and Confequence j they quit them afterwards, 
out of a difcreet Devotion, which was never 
feen in them before their Harveft was inned,. 
and they at eafe in a warm. Settlement. 

There are Mifeiies which wrmg the Tcrjr 
Heart ; fome want even Food j they dread the 
Winter; others eat forced Fruit^j artificial 
Heats change the Earth and Seafons, to pleafe 
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MTsitirt tf lif J(t. 
tfinr Palxecf. I have kiwiK-f) Otixcnt, I 
grown ricf), fo exccnbly ^nnr, u va IwaOcff^^ 
It a Morrd the NMui&inent of a lioBdrMiF»- 
milin : Grest are they wbo cm bdnvc i 
in thefe Exacmftiet : Let idc W not hafjpf sctf I 
unlizppy ; that w, acidter ricii nor povc . %^ 
okc San£luaty m an fioadi Mc^ioojiy. 

The Grief of the Poor u, A>t dvr «^ 4 
Things, aiul no body coafcna Aem. Ttg 
Kich 3JT angry if ihey waie tlv lo^ Tls^ S 
any one contntiid of of^A i 

He is lich, vbo£; Inocne ir a 
Expcnccs i and he ii poor « 
ctsd his Income. 
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If he is rich who wants nothing,, a Tcrj 
wife Man is a very rich Man* 

If he is poor who is full of Defires, nothing 
can equal the Poverty of the Ambitious and 
the Covetous. 

TheRaffions tyrannize over Mankind, but 
Ambition fufpends the others, and makes a 
Man for a while put on the Appearance of 
Virtues. I once believed Tryphon^ who is now 
a heap of Vices, fober, chafte, liberal, humble 
and even devout ; I might have believed fo ftiU 
if he had not made his Fortune. 

There is no end of defirlng Riches and 
Grandeur; before the Rattle feizes him, 
and Death approaches^ though his Face be 
(hrivelled, and his Legs totter, yet he is evef 
talking of, tny Fortune^ my Preferment. 

There are but two ways of rifing in the 
World, by your own Induftry, or the Wcat 
nefs of others. - 

Features may indicate the Conftitution and 
Manners, but it is the Air that difcovers the 
Goods of fortune ^ it is written in a Man's 

Countc- 
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Gountenance, whether he has more or lefs 
than a thoufand Livres a Year. 

Cryjantetj a wealthy impertinent Man, would 
not be feen with Eugeniusy who is a Man o^ 
Merit, but poor, he accounts it a Difgrace ; 
Eugenius is even with Cry/antes ; there is no 
great fear that they will ever quarrel together. 

When I fee fome Perfons, who ufed to a£l 
upon the Referve, and be before-hand with me. 
in dieir Civilities, exped I ibould falute 
tKem firft 1 I fay to myfelf^ is it fo f Trodr 
things are rarely mended with you ; it is cei^: 
tain^ this Gentleman is better provided for 
than formerly, he is got into fome new Poft or 
Bufinefs, which lias already brought Grcft ta 
his Mill., Pray Heaven it may laft, nay, may 
it increafey and that m tlxAt he may come even 
to defpife me 1 

If Books^ and their Authors, depended on 
the Richland Profperous, how hard would 
be the Fate of the Learned? Extirpation or 
jPanifliment at leaft : How would the mighty 
World lord it over them may be concluded, 
from their prefent Surlinefs to thofe infignificant 
Fellows, who have not the Art of pulhing them- 
£elves> and who can only think or write. 



t 

judicioufly ? We muft confefs, the prefent 
time is for the Rich, the future for the Vir- 
tuous and Ingenious : Homer lives dill, and 
will ever llourifb, whilft a thouiand Treafurers 
and Colle£^ors are no more : They a^e utterly 
forgot : Are their Names, or their Defcent, or 
their Country known ? Were there any Re* 
venue-Farmers in Greect ? What is become of. 
ail thofe important Perfonages vvho defpifed 
Momer^ who were careful to avoid him, who 
never faluted him,- or faluted him bluntly^' 
who difdained to fee him at their Table% 
wha looked on him as one who was not rich* 
and had wrh a Book ? What will become of 
the t Faucomts i Will they be tranfmittcd' to 
kteft Ages as Difcartesj who was born % 

Frenthman^ and died in Sweden I 

■ 

- - * • 

The fame Pride which makes a Man haugh« 
tily infult over his Inferiors, forces him to 
cringe fervilely before his Superiors. It is the 
very Nature of this Vice* founded on Ri-^ 
ches, Pofts, Credit and ufelefs Sciences^ with* 
out perfonal Merit or folid Virtue, to render & 
a Man as fupercilious to thofe who are below 






f Mcffieur^ Belbelot Farmers of the Kings Rc- 
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in him a Difpofition ready to break with Us* 
and become our Enemy. 

* Whilft Or&ntis was increafing his Years, 
his Weakh and his Revenue, a Girl was born 
in a certain Family ; being grown up to her 
lixteenth Year, ihe was remarkably beauti- 
ful and accompliihed : He at fifty, courU 
this fo beautiful accompliihed Creature; and 
flie prefers him, without Birth^ Wit, or the ^ 
loaft Merit, to all hb Rivals. ^ 

. Marriage, which ought to be the' Fountain . 
•f FeUdty, is often a cruflung Load« Such 
it is, when Wife and Children become 
a. Violent Temptation to Fraud, Falfhood, 
and unlawful Gains for their Maintenance ;. 
dreadful Situation, to be be hemmed in between . 
Indigence and Knavery ! 

i- To marry a Widow, fignifies to make 
one's Fortune, though it does not always 
prove what it fignifies* 



• Mr. de U Rovfyey Maitri 'des honrnns de For* 
iMMi, married Mifs VaUerei a moft beautifal 
young Creature : Her avaricious Mother made the 
Match. 

t TheDokeik AhifCooutdt Marfim, &c. Sc€. 

He 
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He» whofe Portion would only flnaintsiin 
him like a tolerable Lawyer, is preiently 
for being a Serjeant. The Serjeant muft be 
a Judge, and the Judge a Chancellor ; and 
thus it is with ail Conditions, where Men 
are ftreightened; after having attempted be- 
yond their Fortune, and forced, as I may fay, 
their Deftiny; having neither Virtue to for- 
bear being rich, npr Prudence to continue 
.rich. 

Dine well, Clearchusy fup better, keep large 
Fires, buy a laced Cloak, hang your Chamber 
with fine Tapiftry. What need you care who 
is to come after you? You have either no 
Heir, or you don't know him, or what is 
worfe, you have no Love for him. 

When we are young we lay up for old 
Age : When we are old, we fave for Death. 
The Prodigal Heir makes a pompous Funeral, 
and lavifhes away the remainder. 

t The Mifer after death fpends more in one 
Day than when living in ten Years ; and his 



w 



f Mr, Morfteitiy who after being High-Trea- 
forer of Poland^ removed to Parisy v^ere he died ; 
he was extremely tenacious, and buried with a moft 
extravagant Solemnity. 

Heir 



. 
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Heir in ten Months, more than he could fijil | 
in his Heart to part with in all Us Life. 

The Prodigal robs his Heir, the Mifer robs 
himfelf. The middle way is, Juftice to our- 
felves and others* 



Children peihaps would be dearer to dieir 
Parents, and Parents to their Children, were il j 
not for being Heirs. 

It b a wretched Condition^ even a Difpa« 
is^ement to Life, that we muft go through 
Labour, Hardfhip and Danger, Servitude and 
Dependance for a little Fortune, or owe it to 
the laft Pangs ^ of our neareft Relation^ : He 
who matters himfelf fo far, that he does not 
wifh his Father's Death, has a fmgular ReSi*^ 
tude of Difpofition. 

Complaifance is clofely obferved by a prc- 
fumptive Heir; we arc never ietter flattered^ 
better obeyed, followed, courted, and attended, 
than by thofe who hope to get by our Death) 
and wifh it may happen quickly. 

All Men, relatively to Pofls, Titles and 
Sttcceffionsj look on theaifdves as Heiry. «o 
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cour agitate their Minds while the Meeting 
lads, without regard to Friendfhip, AUianceSf 
Birth or Diftin<Slions. Chance prefides over 
the Circle, and fupremely decides on all Occa- 
fions i they all watch its Motions by a profound 
Silence, which they can never obferve elfewhere: 
All the Pailions feem fufpended a while, to give ■ 
Place to one at this tempeftuous Seafon; the 
Courtier is neither gay, complaifant, nor even 
devout. 

-f- All Remembrance of their former Situation 
feems utterly obliterated in thofe who have 
made their Fortune by Gaming 5 they lofe fight . 
of their Equals, and aflbciate only with Perfons 
of the firfl: Quality: *Tis true, the Fortune of 
the Dye, or Lanfquenety often fets them down 
where it took them up. 

I 



+ Courciilm^ who from a very mean fort of n 
Gentleman, by dint of Games and Dice, rofe to 
the blae Ribbon, and two confiderable Pofts ; or it 
will no lefs fuit Morin, who went over to EngioHd 
merely to game, and made fuch a good Voyage of 
It, that he brought away above twelve hundred 
thoufand Livres ; but he afterwards met with his 
Match, attending the Courtiers of FerfaUlesy who 
ftript him ; fo that from being one in the higheft 
j^artieft, he was reduced to herd with Lawyers C&ksj 
ud haif.pay Officers. 
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by Gaming? yet you fay, very compofedly^ 
you cannot live without it : Frivolous Excufe ! 
Is there any violent and fhameful Paffion which 
may not ufe the £ime Language ? Would zny 
one be aHowed to iky, he cannot live without 
Murders, Rapes and Robberies? Is Gaming 
without Confideration or Intermif&on, where 
you aim at the total Ruin of your Adverfary, 
where you are tranfported with Infolence at 
winning, or thlown into Defpair by lofing, 
where inflamed by Avarice, you expofe on a 
Card^ or a Dye, your own, your Wives, and 
your Childrens FcMtune; Is this allow;able? Is 
this the Sport you cannot Jive without ? And 
yet arc there not often worfeConfequcnces than 
thefe at Play ? When entirely ftripped, when 
Cloaths and Furniture have been converted in- 
to Gaming-Money, yon fee your Family iit 
unpitied Wretchedneis^ The frequent Duels I 
<imit. 

I allow no body to be a Knave ; but I allow 
a Knave to play deep. I forbid it an honeft 
Man : There is too much Folly, there is Wicfciy 
cdnefs in expofing one's Self to a great Lofs« 

Paris^ where it was ibon diminifhed at theGaming- 
Table, and his Splendor totally edipfed ; yet he 
canaot not forbear rifqaing the wall Remainder. . 

• • .Ttefi- 
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Tbere is but one AffliAion which is lifting, 
and that is the Lois of an Eftate; Time, 
which. alleviates all others, ibarpens this; we 
fed it every Moment during the Courfe of our 
Lives, continually miffing the Fortune we 
have loft. 

The Man who fpends his Eftate, without 
otarrying his Daughters, paying his Debts, ov 
laying it out to Advantage, may be well 
enough liked by every one but his Wife and 
Children. 

Neither the Troubles, Zenobia^ which di- 
fturb your Empire, nor the War, which fmce 
the Death of the King your Hufband, you 
have fo heroickly maintained againft a power- 
ful Nation, diminifb any thing of your Mag- 
nificence. You have preferred the Banks of 
Euphrates to every other Country, for l)uilding 
a ftately Fabrick. There the Air is healthy 
and temperate, the Situation ravifhing, a 
iacred Wood (hades it on the Weft, the Syrian 
Gods, who fometimes vifit the Earth, could 
not chufe a finer Abode ; the adjacent Country 
is peopled with Men, who are conftantly em- 
ployed in Ihaping or cutting, going and com- 

K 1 ? 
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ing, tranfporting the Timber of Lebanon^ Braft 
and Porphirjr ; the Air rings with the Rattle of 
Tools and Engines, and the Travellers, who 
pa& that Way to jlrabiaj expe£): in their Re- 
turn home, to fee it finifhed with inimitable 
Splendor, before you, or the Princes your 
Children, make it your Dwelling. Spare no-' 
thing, great Queen ; deal out your Gold 
among the moft excellent Artifts ; let the PhU 
^as^s and Zaixtis of your Age, (hew the ut>- 
moft of their Art on your Walls and Ceilings ; 
lay out vaft and delicious Gardens, whqfe 
Beauty (hall appear to be all Enchantment^ 
and not the Contrivance of Man ; exhauft your 
Treafures on this incomparable Edifice, and 
after you have brought it to Pcrfeftion, KnoWy 
O magnificent Princefsi fome Grazier f or other, 
who lives among the neighbouring Waftes of 
Pabnyra^ enrkhcd by the Toll of your Rivers^ 
iball purchaie with ready Money this Royal 
Manfion, and add new Embeliihments to it^ 
that it may become his boundlefs Fortune. 



. f Monfieur de GourviUey Steward to the late 
Prince of Ccnde^ who having purchafed the fine 
Scat of St. Maur^ has laid out vaft Sums in new 
Decorations and Enrichments, though his High- 
n^.rsj who did not want Tafte, thoueht its foriner 
Condition not too mean for his Dignity. 

X This 
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Conjunflures ? Fortune, at laft, witWraws- 
her Smiles ; fhe removes to fport hcrfelf elfe- 
.where, and treats their Pofterity as fhe did their 
Anceftors. 

The immediate Caufe of the Ruin of Gen- 
tlemen of the Long-Robe and the Sword, is^ 
that their ProfefOions, and not their Incomes^ 
dire£^ their Expences. 

If you have omitted nothing towards making 
your Fortune, how great has been your La- 
bour i If the leaft Thing, how lifting wilt 
be your Repentance ! 

Giton has a frefh Complexion, a full Face, a 
ilestdy and manly Look, broad Shoulders, a full 
Cheft, a firm Tread ;. he fpes^cs boldly, and 
mufl have every Word repeated, that is fpoken 
to him, and is but indifferently pleafed with 
any thing : After difplaying a largie Hander- 
chief, he makes the Room echo when he blows 
his Nofe \ he fpits about, and fneezes Yiolent- 
ly ; h^ has his Day-naps, alfo ileeps foundly at 
Night ; he fnores in Company ; he takes up 
more Room than any one elfe at Table \ he fifls 
the Middle in walking with his Equals; he Hops, { 
they flop \ he goes (oi^NSLxd^ the; go forward i j 
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all are governed by hi& Motions ; he interrupts^ 
the Perfon that fpeaks, with his vociferous Gar- 
fulity ; he is never interrupted, the Company i» 
of his Opinion, and hi^ News is conftantly the 
trueft : If he fits down, you fee him loll in the 
Chair crofs-legged, wiinkllng his Brows, and 
pulling his Hat over his Eyes, that he may fee 
nobody; then giving it a fliip backwards, 
fhews a fupercilious Forehead : He is mcrry^ 
ever upon the Laugh, impatient, cholerick, a 
Libertine and Politician ; full of his Wit, and 
"what excttfes fuch overbearing Doings, he i» 
rich.. 

Phedon has hollow Eyes, a red Face, a leaA 
Body, and a meagre Look; he fieeps liltlef 
he is thoughtful to Mopiiblnefs, and with good 
Senfe, has the Air of one that is ftupid; he 
forgets to fpeak of thofe Sciences or Tranf- 
a£tions with which he is acquainted ; if he 
fpeaks fometimes, he comes biu lamely oftV 
being too concife for fear of being troublefome, 
be is feldom hearkicned to, or taken Notice of : 
He praiies, he laughs at others Jefts, he is c£ 
their Opinions, he is- eager to do them little 
Scurvices; he is a Flatterer, complaifant, bufy* 
clofe in his Affairs, fuperflitious, fcrupulcus^ 
timorous, and fometimes a 1a^i>\ ^ ^^"^"^ 



lightly and foftly, he feems afraid to tread tfac 
Ground ; he walks, with his Eyes downward, 
dares not raife them to face thofe who pafs by 
him; he never makes one in any of tho& 
Companies that meet on purpofc to difcourfeJ 
he puts himfclf behind him who fpeaks, heai« 
but by Stealth> and fneaks off if obferved : He 
pulls his Hat over his Eyes, that he may not 
be known;, he flirouds himfelf in a Cloak.; 
there is no Street or Gallery fo crouded ctT 
thronged, but he finds a Way to get through 
without joflling, and deals along unperceived.| 
if he is defired to fit, he feats himfelf on the 
Edge of the Chair j in Convcrfation, rather 
mutters than fpeaks \ however, he Is ft^ oa 
publick Affairs, angry with the Age, and bot 
indifferently pleafed with the Miniflryi be 
feldom opens his Mouth but to reply ; blow» 
his Nofe under his Hat, fpits in bis Handker- 
chief, gets into a Corner to fneeze, that the 
Company may not hear it ; he cofts nobody a 
Compliment;^, or a Salute : He is poor. • 



^ 



.* £ JLie* 















L is we pull by *.•». i;'..i 

» '1 r I 

. aaVp.lw^* 1A«'«!(.. ««.. • •• •* •• 

r r.;.ej, v.:..cr. »: . • ••.■; 
id n-aiicious; w. r* ••-.• •/ . 

igC. 



r 

I „^ ..... 



f.r- '• 



aoi The CharaSferSj w 

.Women never take their Walks this Way tHl 
the Swimming- Seafon comes, and when it i* 
paflTed, walk there no longe/. 

In thofe Places of general Refort, where the 
Ladies affemble only to Ihew their fine Silks, 
and parade with all the Arts of their Toilet, 
People don't walk with a Company for the Be- 
nefit of Converfation, but herd together, to 
get a little Confidence, and keep one a^dier 
in Countenance againft the common Refle£Hons 
of thofe Rendezvous. Here they talk and fay 
nothing, or rather talk to be taken notice of 
by fuch as pafs by them, for whofc Sake they 
raife their Voices, throw themfelves into apifli 
Geftures, cringe, bow negligently, and take 
feveral Turns. 

The Town is divided into feveral Societies, 
which like fo many little Republicks have their 
particular Laws, Cuftom, Jargon and Jefts, 
whilft the reciprocal Conceit, the Bafis of thefe 
Conne£^ions, fubfifis : Nothing is allowed to 
be well done, which they had no hand in ; 
thofe who have not been initiated into their 
Myfteries are condemned. A Man of Wit, 
and one who knows the World, whoni Chance 
has thrown amongft them^ finds himfelf in a 
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wound to thefe whhnficsd Commonwealths^: 
And in a little while there is no more Talk 
if them> than of laft Year's Flies. 

In the City are the Superior and Inferior 
Limbs of the Law : The firft of thefe revenge 
themfelves on the other, for the Mortifications- 
they meet wifh at Court : It is not eafily 
known where the Superior ends, or the In- 
ferior begins, there being a confiderable Body 
of thofe who refufe to be of the fecond Order» 
and who yet are not allowed to be of tbf 
firft : Thefe, inftead of receding from their Pre* 
tenfions, on the contrary, endeavour by their 
Gravity and Expenceto equal the Magiftracy : 
They are often heard to fay, that the Noblenels 
of their Employment, the Independency of their 
Profeffion, their Elocution, and their Perfo- 
nal Merit, are at leaft an Equrpoife to the Bags 
of Money, which the Sons of Farmers, or 
Bankers, paid for their Offices. 

Inconfiderate Creature ! to fit mufing or pcr^ 
haps dofing in your Coach : . Rouze, out with 
your Book or Papers, read, falute no Body, 
not fo much as People of the greateft Quality, 
and they will believe you a Perfon of extra^ 
Qidimry Bufmefs; This Man> fay they, is 
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Defiresy they become exaft Copies of moft 
flagitious Originals. 

A City Lawyer when at Court, is not die 
lame Perfon returned home ; he refumes bis na- 
tural Mannersy Look,' and Gefture, which be 
bad left there ;^ he b not b much embarrafied^ 
nor fo civiL 

f The Crifiim join Aeir Familits foge- 
tiier, dub for fix Horfes to lengthen tber 
Equipage, and with a String of Men iii Li* 
verics, to which each furni(hes his Quota, dicf 
figure at the Park, or at Vinc^nntSy with- as 
much Splendor as a new Bridegroom, or as 
Jafon^ who is ruining himfelf by his Vanity, 
or as Tljrafon^ who has exchanged his Acres 
for a Poft, and now fcts up for marrying a 
Fortune. 

I hear much talk of the j| Sannionsy the 
fame Name, the fame Arms j the elder Houfe, 
the youn^'^r Houfe, and the youngeft Branch 
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II Tl .: ryd'ccndarts of k Chrc. and PellititP^ 

two ii:h Tar.i^cib, from whom Ilen-y the IVth, 

in hi? Fxti. initie';, Iiorrcwcd 2c,oco CroivTS, for 

tyJic'i he onhed r/:cni liii Note •, Vut. 2^^ \t Cccirs, 
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cpf the youngeft Houfe ; the firft bear theif 
Arms plain, the fecond with a Label, and the 
third with a Bordure indented ; their Colour 
«nd Metal are the izsait as thoie of the Bcur^ 
hnsy and like them they bear two and one : 
It is true they are not Flowcr-de-Luas^ but 
tbey are fatisficd, and perhaps believe in their 
Hearts, their Bearings as Noble; at leaft they 
are not inferior to Perfons of the firft 
Quality \ we fee them on tlxir Windows in 
their Chapels, on the Gates of their Scat, on 
their judiciary KUar, where many a Man is 
condemned to be hanged, who only deferved 
Banifhment ; we fee them on their Moveables 
and Locks, their 'Coaches are covered with 
tbem^ and their Liveries are as gluriiig as thtir 
Arms* But to be plain with the Saur.ionSj I 
muft tell them, your Oftentation is too pre- 
cipitate, youfhould have (laid till a Century 
had covered your Extraftion ; thofe who knew 
your Grand-father have already one Foot \n 
the Grave> they cannot live long ; and who 



upon the King, they chofe to take his Word; 
they were gencroufly repaid, and as a further Ac- 
knowledgment the King granted them a Patent of 
NobiUty. 
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then can fay, there he kept his Stall, and a 
dear one it was.. 

TTie Sanfttmi and the Crifpins^ had rathcf 
be thought extravagant than covetous ; they 
telil you a long ftory of a Feaft or Collation 

they gave, of their Lofings at Play ^ they fpcak 
in their myfterious Cant of the Ladies of their 
Acquaintance ; they h^vc ever a thoufand plear 
&nc things to tell each other, and- are alvirays 
Slaking new Difcoveries, pai£ng amongft 
themfelves for Men of very great Intriguer 
X One of them coming late to his Country* 
Houfe, haftens to Bed, that he may rife with 
the Dawn, puts on his fportmg Accoutre- 
HKnts, ties back his Hair,, takes " his Fuzcej 

J Prefident de Coignetpc, a mighty Sportfinanj hk 
Seat was full of Implements of all kinds for the: 
Field, which took up too much of his Thoughts* 
to admit of his growing Rich ; this was in feme 
meafure compenfated by a fecond Marriage, with 
a Parti/an^ s Widow. He bad not fo much as pro- 
vided himfclf with a Night-Gown fbr tKis Marr^ 
age ; fo that going in the Evening according to the 
Cuftom of Paris, to his Wife's Dreffing-Table, ' 
which he was informed was vtry fplendid, he put 
on his fcarlet furred Gown, thinking no Garb 
coold do more Honour to the Place, than the- 
Mark of that Poft, for which only tie Widow 
had married him ; but his mif-timed Solemnit]^ fefi: 
ail the Company a lau^hii\^» 
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and' is a Sportfinan, i£ he did but (hoot wcll.^ 
he returns at Night wet and weary, with- 
out any Game, makes the fame appearance 
on the Morrow, and in this manner pailes 
every Day laniiiEng the Thrufhes and Par- 
tridges* 

Another of them with two or three CoupFe 
ef fcurvy Dogs, calls them My Pack: He lis 
fiire to be informed of all Hunting Matches-, 
and is one of the itrft in th& Chace ; with hfs 
Horn by his fide, he mingl'es himfelf with the 
Huntfmen, and does not aft. Tike Menalippur^ 
'Have I any Pleafure in this ? but believes he 
really has j Law and Pleadings hid" afide, fie 
would be thought an Hippolitus. Menandkr^ 
who. few him yefterday on account of a Suit, 
to-day does not know his Judge : To-mor- 
row you may fee him at his Chamber, where 
though a weighty Cafe is to come on, he 
gets his Brethren about him, informs thera 
that it was not his Hounds which loft the 
Stag ; that he is hoarfe with haJlooing after the 
Dogs, who were at a fault;, cr after the Huntf- 
jBian, who miftook the Game, and that he 
was in at the Death of the Stag ; but the Clock 
ijbik^x and he has no more time to ulk of 

hiji 
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his Hounds, or Hunting, he muft then to Ub 
Seat, put on the Juflice, and ilrive to difccia 
Right from Wrong* 

f Prodigious Infatuation of feme particular 
Men, who being poiTeircd of great f ftafies, 
ivhich their Fathers accumulated by a prof- 
perous Induftry, will liavc the Wardrobe 
and Equipage of a Prince, and by an ill jud* 
gcd Profufenefs, and awkward Stateline(s, raife 
the Laughter of the whole 1 own, which they 
fency is dazled with their doubly mifcnhk 

Luftie, till they are ruined by what expofii 
them. X Some are fo unhappy, that their Fol* 
lies do not fpread beyond the Street they live 
in J the Neighbourhood is the narrow The- 
atre of their Vanity. Who in the Jfe du Pa^ 
laisy has heard that Andre makes a Figure, and 
fcattcrs his Patrimony in the Jlfarais. If lie 
were only known in the City and Suburbs, 
probably amongft fo great a number of Citi-^ 
zens, who do not all judge rightly, one or otiier 
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•f- Mr. de Rcu^jeau Fcfi-mpJicr-^cvnaL 
X Noblct^ who fpent above 30,000 in Hugger 
Mii2gcr open Madam Gnrat^ w ho liberally com- 
niunicatcd her Gains to two other Ciallants. This 
iJupc was Houfedeward to I'hilip Duke of Of- 
ieans^ which Place he Ibid, and afccrwards lived. 
upon hii Mother. 
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There is a Man» ♦ fay you, whom I hJave 
fcen, and tho' I liave forgot where, I remcnv- 
ber his Face perfeflly well. So do many 
others; but in this I will aflxft your Memory, 
Was it at the Thuilkries, the Park, or in a Box 
at the Play-houfe? Was tt at Church, at a 
Ball or at RatrAouillety or rather can you tz^ 
where you have not feen him? Where is he not 
to be met with ? At an Execution or Fire- worfe, 
he appears in a Balcony; if there is a puUick 
Entry, you fee him on a ScafEbId; if the King 
receives an Ambafiador^ he follows- the Proceit 
fion, aiSfts at the Airdience, then thrufts him- 
felf into the Ranks at the return ; his Prefence 
would be thought as eilential at the renewing 
and fwearing the Alliances .with the Swtp 
Cantons, as that of the Lord Chancellor 
or Plenipotentiaries; he is at every Hunting 
Match, at every Review you fee him on Horfe- 
back amongft the Officers \ he is very fond qf 
military Sights ; he has been as far as Fort j5^« 
nardi to make a Campaign. Chanley underftands 
Marches, Jac(^uier Provifions, Du Met% the 
Artillery; but this Gentleman contents himfelf 
with feeing, and is by Profeffion a Spe£tator^ 
he neither does nor knows any Thing that a 
Man ought to do and know; but he boafts he 
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has feen erery Thing that is to be feen, and now 
does not grudge to die. But what a Lofs will 
that be to the Town? Who then will inform 
us^ that the Park-Gates are ihut, and that there 
is no walking therei Who will acquaint us 
when there is a Cc.icert, or Legerdemain Per- 
formances? Who will inform us of the Con« 
dition of the Theatres ? Who will tell us who 
fuch an Alderman is by his Arms and Liveries? 
Who will acquaint us, that Scapin bears the 
Flower-de-Lucel Who will pronounce with a 
more difdainful Emphafis, the Names and 
Titles of fome new-enobled Citizen, or be 
better furnifh'd with Ballads and Lampoons? 
Who will then lend the Ladies the amorous 
yournalsy and the Annals of Galaniry? Who 
will fing at Table a whole Dialogue of an 
Opera, or the Rants of Orlando at an Aflcmbly ? 
To conclude, fuice there is in the City as well 
as clfewhere, fo great a number of filly, lazy 
and fantaftical Folks, who will fo exaflJy fuit 
every one of them as he did ? 

Theramenes W2is rich, and had Merit; he is 
now an Heir, and confequently is much richer, 
and has a great deal more Merit; the Women 
court him for a Gallant, and their Daughters for 
a Huftandj he goes from Houfe to Houfe to 
oiake the Mothers hope that his Intentlous ^r<i 
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for Marriage; is he fat down? they retire to 
give their Daughters full Liberty to charm» and 
Theranunes to make his Declarations. Here he 
oppofes thebufby-wig'd Magiftrate, there eclip« 
fes Knights and Gentlemen, who would (a!a 
diflodge fuch a Rival. A gay, brifk, witty 
young Fellow could not be more paiEonately 
defired, nor better receiv'd; they (hatch him out 
of one another's Hands, and hardly have the 
Icifure to vouchafe a (mile to any other Perfoa 
who is upon a vifit at the Same Time. How 
many Gallants is he like to defeat? How many 
liopeful Matches to ruin? What will become 
of all the fmitten Heiredes who drefs at him? 
He is not only the Terror of theHu(bands, butthe 
Dread of all fuch as defire to be fo, and to whom 
Marriage is the only Refource for their broken 
Fortunes. A Man fo happy, and fo fiill of 
Money, ought to] be bani(hed from a well* 
governed City; and the Ladies (hould be for- 
bidden, under fome ignominious Penalty, to 
^reat him better than if he were a Perfon who 
had nothing but Merit to recommend him. 

Parts is ever for imitating theCoint, but falb 
ihort in many Things : The Courtiers, cfpc- 
<ially the Ladies, treat a Man of Merit, and 
without any thing but Merit, with fuch a chear- 
if ul Franknefst and engaging Affability ; what 

F«mtl7 



J^flnmn -of the Agu 2 f^ 

amily he is of, whether he has an Equipage, 
^oft, "or EftatCy they don't fo much as afk; 
hey find him at Court, that is enough to intitle 
lim to their Civilities; as they live in the 
^dft of Pomp and Affluence, they love to de- 
cend and recreate themfelves with Wit and 
%ilofophy. Is there any thing like this in the 
3ity Dames? Does not their Heait dance at 
:heNoifc of a Coach at the Door ? What Pride 
glares in their Eyes when they fee a Chair fct 
down an embroidered Vifitant ? When is a 
Man of Merit feen at their Tables ? 

The FooH£bne{s -of fome City-Women in 
their wretched Imitation of thofe of the Court, 
is more difagrecable than the Aukwardncfs of 
ordinary Women, and the Coarfencfs of Vil- 
lagers \ fince it is a Mixture of both thefe and 
Aife£tation. 

What a deep Fetch is it to make rich Pre- 
fents in Courtfliip which coft nothing, and after 
Marriage are to be returned in kind ! - 

A moft difcreet and praife-worthy Praftice 
truely, to celebrate your Nuptials to the Value 
of one Third of your Wife's Portion ! To be- 
£in with deliberately impoverifhing yourfclvet 
by a Multiplicity of fuperfluous Things, then 
take from the main Stock to pay the Cabinet- 
4naker, Cbina-man, and Upholfteier \ 
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* Again, what a delicate utd judioidus 
Cuftom is it, which, iji Compliance with 
ibme antique Ceremony, not more prudtnt 
than modeft, expofes the newwnarried Bride 
on a Bed as on a Theatre, wheie (he-*fits 
a Speflacle for the whole Town, Friends or 
Foes to view her in this Pofturefor fame Days ! 
Is there any thing wanting to m^e this Cuilam 
&em enormous and incredible, but to have read 
it in fome Relation from Mingrelia ? 

What a troublefome and idle way of living 
is it, for Perfons to be folicitous to meet and 
fret at a Difappointment, yet, when met, to 
have nothing but Trifles to fay to eadi other, 
and Trifles which both Parties were previouily 
acquainted with, and of no manner of Impor- 
tance to either \ to enter into a Chamber purely 
to go out of it, and to go out after Dinner only 
to come home at Night, highly fatisfied, after a 



* According to an immemorial Cuftom at P^riJ, 
the Brides receive Vifits during the firfl three Days 
after Marriage, fitting on a Bed drefled up as ^^ 
as poffibie, and attended by fome of their female 
Intimates, where they are in a manner made a 
public Show of, and the arch Vifitants ftriving to put 
them out of Countenance by Double Efitendres, Cb- 
nundrumh Cnatty Queftioas, andfiiGhRibal^. 
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In Ceics Fcoac as kv^?^ v: :: i . .2 
Ignomace o^ -sat. vssirzi.zr. I:n:T>c:c::.- .*.•- 
Councrr A&ci .. tar* 'j^ :jj:_* '_:•..::...- 
Flax frees Harip, V 1,.^:: fr.-s I . :.^.. 

thcr cf T?iTar fran. itiritr' i-2:::i ^tjus..;:-- 
and DrdEnr 2^5 race "[^laliL-jz-.. _ii. r^v^:^. 
Copies, Afar-Gsi- lra::rr Ha". :!: 
Gfftbc Wof £: rbsrt !■- -.'. .''.-nit 

talk cf V.'RgJKi- iCiJK.. ivlttiri:-':,. I:;.- 

and Book* cf ?,-«:: i -t i?:rf!r: -jf A^'^cl... '-., 
titions^ Dktcr 2int >■ .-r.'?.*v:.L. *.:.; :!,-> ^. »« 
prick up thrirLan. 'Jii^y pr*r.tric :-. / .i-.w 
the World, aac triou^^ i: u nrj't Lit c.*.- 
cooimendaide, arc jrnorznt of Niiurt; r.'.r b- 
ginnings. Growths, Ciif^s lhc Jic^i::u.ic-... V"r .s 
Ignorance is frequentiy vol LiDttrv, iv;ic f.u- ..^-j 
on the Conceit they have of tlit Ir owi. C^u'.'.u'ji 
and Profeffions ; tlicre is not aPe::ifog:::er, why, 
in his footy Study, with his Nodc!c fuil of 
wicked Quibbles and deftruciive Chia&nc, does 
not prefer himfelf to the valuable Hu(bjivdnv&xy^ 
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t^ho praifes God, cultivates the Earth, (bws iff 
Scafon, and gathers his rich Harveft; and if 
at any Time the Wretch hears talk of the firft 
Men, or the Patriarchs, of their rural Lives, 
their Order and Security, he wonders how 
there could be any living without Attorneys, 
Counfellors, Judges and Sollicitors; whilft thofe 
of another Caft think they muft be queer Mor- 
tals without Billiai'ds, Operas, Cards, Balls* 
Ccfice-Houfes and Ordinaries. 

. The Rttnian Emperors never triumphed fo 
commodioufly, fo fplendidly, nor fo flieltcred 
from the Wind, Rain, Dirt, Duft, and Sun, 
as the Citizens of Paris^ when they rattle in 
their Coaches from one End of the Town to 
the other : Alas ! how fallen from, fhall I fay, 
or how raifed above their Anceftors ? they, good 
Men ! never exchanged Neceffaries for Super- 
fluities, nor preferred Show to Subftance ; their 
Houfcs were never illuminated with wax Lights, 
which were only to be feen on the Altar, or at 
the Louvre ; they could warm tliemfelves by a 
little Fire j they never rofe from a bad Dinner 
to get into a Coach, but convinced, that Men 
had Legs given them to walk, they ufed them : 
In dry Weather they kept themfelves clean, in 
nrct.they did not mind dirtying their Shoes and 
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knew :■ - - - 
grcd: ?:ir.:- 
Service .:1 -j 
and were c : : • . - ■ 
diate Tutor:. : 
wiih their C^-r_.- 
proportioned :: • 
their Houfco'.i ! 
Tables, their C * 
all rn.afurcdbr :- 
'I T.f::/':.^'!^ how: 
t:-i.: Vji Wife of . 
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guifhable from that of a Judge, and a Ttsnicfmiik 
or a Valet from a Gentleman : Leis ftudious 'tb 
ipend or enlarge their Patrimony than to keep it^ 
l!hey left it entire to their Heirs, and pa(9ed 
from a moderate Life to a peaceable Death t 
Then was there no Complaint of hard Tiincs \ 
There is no living: Money never was io 
fcarce. They had lefs than we have, and yet 
they had enough : Richer by their Oetendmy 
and Moderation than by their Offices or Eftates « 
To conclude, in former Days they obfefved 
this Maxim, that what is Splendor, Decency, 
und MagniRcence in People of Quality, in.prin 
vale Men is Profufion, Impertihenoei - and 
Often tation. 
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Of the Court. 

IT is in one Senfe the moft honouralde Re* 
proach we can caft on a Man, to iay he does 

not u;iderftand the Court \ there is fcarce . a 

'. ". "■ 

Viitue which is not implied in that Character* ^ 

• - ■ ■ 'j/ 

An ejcpert Courtier is Matter of his Gefitires». 
his £ye$, his Mufcles, and whole Counte- 

iBMcei iie is profound and impenetrable s'jha 
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(eems to over-look 111 Turns, fmiles on his 
Enemies, lays a Conftraint on his Difpofitiont 
dirguifes his Paffions, and both a£is and fpeaks^ 
againft his Opinion : All this QuiiitelTence of 
Refinement is no more than one Vice called 
Falihood, and is, after all, fometimcs of no 
more fery ice to the Fortune of a Courtier^ 
^han OpenneiS) Sincerity, and Virtue. 

The Court is like certain changeable Colours, 
which 'Vary according to the Lights they arc ex- 
pofed in ; he wlio can define thofc Colours may 
define the Court. 

To quit the Court for a Minute, is departing 
from it : The Courtier who faw it in the Morn- 
ing muft fee it at Night, to know it again the 
next Day \ or that he may be known bimfelf 
there* 

A Man muft be content to be little atCouit; 
and let him be never fo vain, it is impcfiible to 
prevent it ; but his Comfort n^ it is the uni* 
verfal Lot, and the great ones themfelves .are 
but little when there. 

The Country is the Place in which the Courts 
as In its i^iint of View, appears ^oivovx^ ^^^ 
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admirable; if wc approach, it, its Beauties di- 
mlnifh, like thofe of a fine Piece of Perfpeftivc 
viewed too near. 

It is with Difficulty that wc are brought to 
loiter our Lives away in an Anti-Chamber, a 
Court- Yard, or on a Stair-Cafe. . » 

The Court does not give content, far from 
it ; it hinders a Man from finding any elfe* 
where. 

« 

i 

It is fit a Man of Probity and Spirit fhould 
have a Taftc of the Court ; but he will difcover, 
at his firft Entrance, that he is in a new 
World, hitherto wholly unknown to him, 
^'here Politenefs and Vice equally reign, and 
iivhere Good and Evil may be turned to Ufe. 

i 
t 

The Court is like a Marble Strufture, I 
mean, it maybe finely poliihed, but is very 
bard. 

Some go to Court only to come back again, 
aind at their return to be taken notice of by the 
Nobility of the County, ox the Bifhop of the 
Diocefe. 

■ 

The 
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ioVid Worth, does not efteem this fort of AcconiH 
pliibment worthy of his Time and Attent;ioik| 
he contrails it imperceptibly, and never thinl^ 
of leaving it oflF. .^ 



■% 



N in a great flutter coming to the Pre* 

fence-Chamber, clears his way, grates at tSic 
Door, almoft knocks, tells hrs Name; after foniiei 
Time he is admitted, but it is with the Crowd. 

Courts are haunted by a Set of bbld Intniderdy 
of a forward Carriage, who introduce thent^ 
fclves, and pretending to a fuperlattve Capa* 
city, in what they profefs, are believed op their 
own Words. In the mean while, they aakk 
their Advantage of the public Error, or cltt 
Love of Novelty; they break through tfat 
Crowd, reach the Ear of the Prince, with 
whom the Courtier fees them talking, whtlft 
he thinks himfelf happy but to be feen. lA 
this, however, they make the great Ojles ediy^ 
that as they are fuftered without Conftquengs^ 
fo they are difmiiled in the fame Manner ; 'at 
once both rich and difgraced; and thofe who 
but fo lately were deceived hy them, are readjr 
to be deceived by others. 

« r . 

■ ■■ ■ • 

Some at their Entrance into a Room, falut^ 
with Carelefncfs } they wriggle their Shoulders^ 
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ajtf bridle like Women ^ they afk you a 
Queftion aA'cHodk another Way \ their Voice 
declares' that thty thiriU themfehres above every 
one in their Company ; they ftop, and thd 
Company .gathers about them ; they have all 
the Difcourfe, and are the arbitrary Prefidems 
of the Circle: This apifh Statclincfs lafls, till 
at the unexpeded Appearance of feme great 
Man, they wifely lower their Creft, and ftirinJc. 
?nto theif natural InfignificaAcy, whichalfo fees 
Ciifieft upon them* 

• Courts cannot Tubfift without a fort of 
Chatures, who can flatter, are complaifanty 
itffinuating^ devoted to the Ladies, whofe Plea* 
fiircs they manage, ftudy their Wcaknefles> 
and footh their Paffions ; they whifperObfceni* 
ties to them, fpeak of their Hufbands and 
Lovers in very fignificant Terms, girefe at their 
DUquietudes, their Ailings, and fix their Lyr 
ings-in ; they make a!} Modes and Fafhions^ 
refine updn Luxury and Extravagance^ nnd 
Ceach that du£lile Sex to conAime immenft' 
Sums in Cloathf, Furnitures zni Equipages ; 
they wear nothing themfelves but of the richeft 
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Tafte, and their Hotels are either new. or ele- 
gantly repaired } they eat delicately, and from 
Rcfltciion 5 there is no Vofuptuoufnefs but 
they are experienced in ; they owe their For- 
tune to themfelves, and they keep it with the 
fiime Addrcfs they raifed it ; faftuous and afpir- 
ing they fcorn their former Equals, they rejc£i 
their friendly Advances, and are above voucb- 
fafing them common Civility j they fpeak 
where every one elfe is filent, bolt in with Ef- 
frontry, and thruft themfelves into Places 
where Quality dare not intrude: Some after 
long Services, who can (hew glorious Scars, 
or are in diflinguiihed Employments, have 
not fuch an Air of Confidence, fuch a forward 
Behaviour. To thefe Men even the Ears of 
Princes are open ; they are Partakers in their 
Pleafures and Entertainments; they never flir one 
of the Louvre or Verfailles^ where they be- 
have as if at home, or amongft their, own 
Domefticks, and are fure to be the £rft which 
prefent themfelves to a Novice at Court : They 
embrace, and are embraced ; they laugh amd 
rattle, invent Stones, are facetious, rich, but 
of no Importance. 

Would not one believe that Cimon and Gfi- 
Und$r are charged with all the Conce^id of the 
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for ^ mean AJvanccnicnt \ they are very alcdb^^- 
am] quick-fighted about any thing which looks - 
like A4vantage, a little cnterprizing, vcrfatilc^ o 
yet ■ incQnfidcrate. In a Word, they arq tied -^^ 
to tlp€ Chariot of Fortune, but are never -likely " 
to fu in it. . • 

* A Courtier with a Nam* beneath bis ' 
Quality^ ought to hide r it under a better ; but if 
it's one that he.darea own^ he ought then toinfH • 
nuate that his Name is the moft illuflrious, and 
his Houfe the moft ancient of all others ; he 
ought to be defcended from the Princes of Lor^ ' 
ratriy the Rohansy the ChatilhnSy the M$ntm'o^ "" 
renciesy and, if poiBble from the Princes of thq 
Blood ; to talk of nothing 'but Carditials,* 
Dukes and prime Minifters ; to indroduce hii 
Anceftors by Father and Mother*s Side, into al^ 
Difcourfes, as royal Standard-bearers, or Chiefs' 
in the Cru&does ; to have his Hall adorned with 
Genealogies, £fcutcheons> antique Blafonryi 
and the Fixtures of kindred Heroes ; to value ' 
himfelf on their Caftles, fet out with Turrets 
and Battlements $ to be always fpeaking of his 



* The Duke Di Btuilkn, [Broth) the Hall of 
wh»fe Seat at Sedan^ is full of the oflentatioos De». 
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Raci^hia Brancbyhis NameyinA KxsArmsy to faf 
of him He is tsc Gentleman ; of one another, £^^ is 
fi^ Gentlewoman ; or if he is told.that Ifyicinihus 
baa bad the great Prize in the Lottery, to aik if 
he is a. Gentleman. If fome Perfons laugh tt 
thefe Impertinences, let them laugh on > if others 
comment upon thefe Pretenfions they are wel- 
come ; kt him ftand to this, let him but con* 
tinually affert his Proxtmtty to the Royal Fa- 
mily, and> in Time, it will gain Credit* 

'Tis a fimpic Thing to own in the leaft Alloy 
of common Blood at Court, where the Pretence 
to Gentility is univerfaL 

At Court they go to Bed, and rife up only 
for Intereft ; 'tis that which employs inccflantly 
their Mornings and Evenings, their Nights and 
Days, 'tis for that they thinks a<5>, fpcak, or 
are (ilent ; thb is the Mobile of their Affiduityy 
Supplcnefs, Familiarity, Eikcm, Indifference) 
or Contempt. Whatever Progrcfs any of them 
feems to make towards Virtue and Moderation^ 
the.firft glittering Temptation (educes them, 
and the avaricious and ambitious are not more 
violent, more infatiable in their Defircs. Can 
they ftand ftill when every Thing is in Mo- 
tion, when the Torrent compels ? Can they foe* 
forbcsur running whither all run \ >KSv4t^V^ tvofe 
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Succe fs £t Court the Standard by which Ta- 
lenrs zre eitimated f And he who fails of 
Promotion , is judged net to dcferve it> 
This Sentence is without Appeal. What is 
then to be done r Skill a A'fan quit the 
Co'jrt wiihout having got any Advantage 
by it, or (hail he continue there without 
Favour or Reward ? This Quedion, I confeTs^ 

m 

H fo delicate and abihuic, tliat an infinite Num- 
ber cf Courtiers have grown old between Yes 
or No, and have at lail died in Sufpence* 

There is nothing at Court fo contemptible as 
a Man who can contribute nothing to our For- 
tunes; I wonder fuch a Pcrfon dares appear 
there. 

He, who feci n J another formerly Ms Equal 
in Rank ar*d Prorpeil:, and who made his firft 
Appearance at Court at the fame Time with 
himielf, but now far ci^t frrippcd, concludes 
X\\h to be a folicJ Proof of his ft:perior Merit, and 
which warrants him to think better of him- 
fcif than cf p. diftanced Concurrent, furtly forgets 
what be formerly thought cf himfclf, and thofe 
who obtained a more fpcedy Advancement. 

'Tis too much to expc-it from a Friend who 

is advanced to great Favour, that he ibould own 

bin former Acquuinuxi^v^* 



^ 
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If he, who is in Favour, improves it before 
it is too late, if he makes Ufe of the propitious^ 
Gale, if he has his Eye upon any Vacancies^ 
Pofts, Abbies, and does but afk and obtain, and 
is ftored with Grants and Rcvcrdoiis, befides a 
prefent Penfion, you then cry out againft his- 
Covetoufnefs and Ambition } you fay that he, 
his Friends, or Creatures monopolife all j and 
that by his prevalent Intereft, befides his own 
immenfe Riches, he has made the Fortunes of 
many morer But what fhould he have done in 
liis Poft ? If I were to judge of your Difpofi- 
tion, by your Inve£live, he lias done no n^ora 
than you yourfelf j you would have accumulat- 
ed, you would have preferred, you would have 
enriched your. Retainers. 

We blame thofe who have made Ufe of Op- 
portunities put in their Hands to raife large 
iFortunes, becaufe we dcfpair, by the Meannefs 
of our Situation, to be ever in Qrcumftances 
which will expofe us to fuch a Reproach ; if 
we are like to fucceed them, we fliould in Pru- 
dence, think they have done Icfs Injury than 
we imagined, and be more cautious in cenfur- 
ing them, for fear of condemning ourfeIves.be- 
fore-hand. 
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AVc TOuft never exaggerate things, rnor 
charge the Court with Grimes from which they: 
are clear; the grcateil Injury done.. there tp. 
Merit, is theirnegle<£lof it; neither do they al*, 
ways defpifc it ; when they difcern it, they ftr4ve 
to forget it : It is indeed at Court where nothing, 
or very little, is done for thofe whom they can- 
not at die iame time but greatly efteem. 

If amongft all the Inflruments a Man u(ei 
in the Stru61urc of hb Fortune at Courts fqme 
of them do not fail, would be a Prodigy tndeedt 
One of my Friends, who promifcd to fpeak 
for me, fays not a Word ; anotlier fpeaks too 

faintly ; a third miffakes my Intercft and lii» 

ii 

own Intentions, and does mc more harm than 
good. The one wants Good- Will ; the other 
Sagacity ; all would not take pleafurc enough 
in feeing me happy, to exert themfelvcs to«t 
wards making me fo. Every one remember* 
what his own Preferment cod faim^ and 
the helps that cleared his way to it. Wc 
ihould not be averfe to acknowledge the Sec« 
vices we have received from others, by a 
ready Benevolence to our Dependants, if our 
chief and only Care, even after our Fortune! 
are liiacle, was not iUll to think of ourfelvcs. 
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- Courtiers never employ their Wit» Addreft 
«r -Policy to ferve their Friends 7 but only to 
find out EvaiiohSy Pretences, or what they ape 
pleaftd to caH ImpofEbiltttes, and thus think 
thefhTelves acquitted from all the Duties of 
Friendfhip, and, perhaps, of Grititude. 

No Courtier will undertake to fpcak firft in 
your favour, but every one offers to iccoi:d 
him who will ; becaufe judging of others by 
themfehres, they think that no body will break 
.the' fee, and that therefore they fhall never be 
.called upon : A foft and polite way of refu- 
fing AiEftance to diofe who iland in need of 
it. 

How many Men almoft fiif!e you with their 
carefles in private, and pretend to love and- 
efteem you, and yet are out of Countenance 
when they meet you in Public;* at the.Z/- 
vee or Mais, they look another way, and do all 
they can to avoid you. Few are thofe Courtier(^ 
who from a Greatneis of Soul, or a juft Senfe 
of their Dignity, dare to honour a Man of Me* 
rit, when obfcure, and deprefTed. 

r 
I fee a Man obfeded and followed, but he is 

' * ■ - • ■ 

in Office: I fee another whota ^vtt>j \i^i^ 
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courts, but he is in Favour : One is embraced 
and carefled even by Perfons of the ftrft Rank, 
but he is Rich : Another is gazed on 'and 
pointed at, but hcf is Learned and Eloquent : 
I perceive one whom no body omits faluting, 
but he is a Knave. Where is the Man, who 
without any other Title than a Good and Honcft 
Man, meets with more than, common cold 
Civility i 

♦ When a Man is advanced to a new Poft> 
^e break in upon bimr with an Inyndation of 
Congratulations ; the Courc and Chapel, the 
.Stair-cafe, and the Hall, the Gallery and draw- 
ing^ Room, ring with his Elogiums ; and 
oppofite Paffions agree in their Picture of the 
rifmg Sun : Envy and Jealoufy fpeak like A- 
dulation ; every one is carried away by the 
Torrent to fay what tliey think, and fome- 
timcs what they do not think, and often to 
commend a Man of whom they have no know- 
ledge. Has he Wit, Merit or Valour, he is 
in an inftant, a Genius of the firft Order, a 
Hero, a Demi-God; he is fo extravagantly 
flattered in the Piftures made of him, that>he 



• Tlie Duke of Luxembourg on his being made 
tCeneraliffimo* 
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lofes by a Comparifon; it is impoffible for 
him to be what Baienefs and Cofnplai£uice 
would make him ; he blufhes at his own Re- 
putation : But does any Storm threaten the 
Eminence on which he ftands the World runs 
into another Opinion, and exceeds no lefs in 
its Cenfures. The v^xy Machines which lifted 
him fo high by Applaufe and Encomiums^ 
are ready to precipitate him into the extreameft 
Contempt : I mean, none decry him with mor& 
contumely than they who were moft eager 
in their Praifes of him, when in the Meridian 
Df Grandeur. 

It may be faid with leafon of an eminent 
and critical Poft, that it is got with more 
cafe than it is maintained. 

We fee a great many fall from a high For* 
tune, by the fame Defe£ls which raifed them. 

At Court there are two ways of difmiffing or 
difcharging Servants and Dependants ; to be 
jingry with them, or make them fo angry 
with us, that they leave us of their own ac- 
cord. 

Courtiers fpeak well of a Man for two Rea- 
fons : The firfl-,, that he may kuo^ \5cv^^ \\^n^ 
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commended him; and the fecond, that Yt^ 
jnay do them the fame favour. 

It is as dangerous at Court to m^e any. 
Advances, as it is irkfome to forbear them. 

I am told fo many ill things of a M9P» 
and I fee fo few in him, that I begin to fufpe& 
he has a real but trouUefome Merit, as bein^. 
likely to eclipfe that of others. 

You are an honeft Man, and without mak- 
ing it your Bufinefs either to pleafe or difpleafe 
the Favourites ; you are devotedly loyal to your 
Matter, and ftrifily attentive to your Duty; 
then you are a loft Man* 

None are impudent by Choice, but by Con* 
ftitiition ; it is a Vice, but natural; he who is 
not born fo, is modeft, and cannot eafily pafi . 
from this amiable extremity to the other . , 
It would be for his advantage to learn this 
LefTon, dare and fuccesd : An awkard Imita- 
tion will not fcrve the Turn, he wHl be qaickfy 
baffled. Without real native Effirontery there 
is no doing any thing at Court. 

We feek, we buftle, we intrigue, we agi- 
tate oyrfdvcs, wepeuuotv^ ?LX^itf\xfed\ we pe^ 



tition again, ancf obtain ; but fay we, without 
hiivihg ever afked for it, or fo much as thought 
of it, and even when we had a quite diiFer- 
ent thing in view. This is an obfolete Style, 
a'fiHy Lye, which now a-days deceives na 
body. 

A Man puts in for an eminent Station, 
prepares his Engines, takes right Meafures, 
and is jufl: upon fucceeding ; fome are to move 
and others fecond : The Match is laid, and 
the Mine ready to be fprung, when the Can- 
didate fuddenly withdraws from Court. Wiio 
could fufpe(^ that * Artemon ever aimed at fo 
fine a Poft, yet he is ordered from his Seat 
to enter upon his Office ? A Court- Artifice, 
a Fetch now fo thread-bare, that if I would 
impofe, upon the World, and mafk my Ambi- 
tion, I would always be about my Prince, 
where unnoticed amidfl the crowd of Sollici* 
tants, I might receive from his own Hands the 
Obje£l: of my Perfuits. 



♦ The Marquis de Fardes^ after being recalled 
from a twcnt)- Years Exile, made a ftrong Party 
to be Governor to the Duke of Burgundy^ and it 
was his DeAth only which prevented it. 



Men are not willing we ihould pry intiof 
their ProfpeAs, or find out cbeir particultf 
Scope, becaufe, if they fail, they fancy a Re^ 
pulfe expofes them to Ignominy ; and if they 
fucceed, they perfuade themfdves it is greater 
Glory to be thought worthy by the Giver, 
than to {hew they thought themfdves worthy 
by their Pretenfions and Intrigues ; they would 
have their Dignity heightened by an Appear* 
ance of Modefty and Difintereftednefs. 

Which is the greateft Shame, to be refufiHl a 
a Poft we dt'ferve, or to be put into one w^ 

do not defer ve ? 

Difficult as it is to obtain a Place at Court, 
it is much more fo to be qualify'd for one. 

It is better to be afked by what Means did 
you obtain fuch a Poft, than why was it re- 
fufed you ? 

We fee, even to this Day, that People ftand 
for a Place in the City ; they brigue for a Seat 
in the Academy ; they did formerly the like to 
obtain the Confulfhip ; why then fhould a Man 
be aihamed to employ his early Years to ren- 
der hioiielf capable of eminent Employments, 



Manners of fbe Age. 2'3gi* 

and then offer himfelf, without Corruption, 
Cabal, or any oblique Artifices, but with a 
Confidence becoming his Patriotifm and Ca- 
pacity ? 

I never fee a Courtier to whom a Prince has 
given a rich Government, a fine Pofl, or a large 
Penfion, who either through Vanity, or a 
feigned Dlfintercftednefs, does not proteil that he 
is Icfs pleafcd with the Gifc, than the Manner 
in which it was given. What is certain in 
this, is, that he fays fo. 

To give awkwardly is Churlifhnels. TIic 
mofl difficult Part is to give, then why not add 
a Smile ? * There are however, many who 
refufc more handfomely than others give ; and 
ibme who make us afk fo long, give fo coldly, 
and clog their Grants with fuch difagrecable 
Conditions, that the greatcfl Favour would be 
to excufe us from receiving any. 

f Some Courtiers are fo greedy, that they 



• The difFerent Behaviour of the Cardinal Rl- 
chejien and Mascarine-, the former often refufmg 
withuot difpleafng, the latter giving without qb- 
liging : The like is faid of Charles I. King of Eng- 
landy and his facetious Son Chr.rles II . 

+ The late;- M. De Villeroy, who was both Arch- 
bifhop and Governor of Liam ; it alfo iit& xaajK>| 
ctlwrs^ ;u2d not in France only. 
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put in for any lucrative Station ; Governments) 
Offices, Benefices, nothing comes amifi to 
them. Tbefe Jacks of all Trades fit them* 
fclvcs for the moft incompatible Favours ; . thejr 
are amphibious, living by the Church aod 
Sword, and labour to add the Law to their Af« 
fluence. Do you ask what thefe Men do at 
Court, they receive, and envy every one to 
whom any Thing b given. 

A thoufand People wear out their Days at 
Court, in carefling and congratulating thofe 
who receive Favours, and die without having 
any beftowed on themfelves. 

AAnophilus borrows his Manners from one ♦ 
Profeffion, and his Habit from another s he 
goes masked all the Year, though bare-faced |' 
he appears at Court, in the City, and elfe- 
where, always under a certain Name, and the 
fame Difguife. He is found out, and known 
by his Countenance. 

There is what is called the High- way to Pofb 
and Honours, and there is a crois and Bye-wayt . 
which is much the (hortefl. 



* Father La Choi/e^ a Jefui^ and the 
Confcflbr« 
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Wc run to fee the wretched Criminals, we 
pze at them, the Streets where they pafs are 
crouded, we fling open our Windows merely 
to obferve the Looks and Behaviour of a con- 
fcmned Man who is going to die; fenfeleb 
mhuman Curiofity ! Were we wife, the Places 
of Execution would be avoided ; and to be 
prefent at fuch Speftacles would be held infa- 
mous. If you are fo very curious, excrcife 
your Curiofity on a noble Subjcft. Behold 
the happy Man, contemplate him in the Day 
of his Advancement to a new Station, when 
he is receiving Congratulations ; read in his 
Eyes through an afFcfted Compofure and feign- 
ed Modefty, his inward Pride and latent Ex^ 
ultation J obferve what a Smile the Accoia- 
plilhmcnts of his Defires fpreads over his Coun- 
tenance, mind the Glow of magnificent Ideas j 
how at laft his impatient Joy burfts forth ; how 
he bends beneath the Weight of his own Hap- 
pinefs ; his Refervednefs towards fuch as are 
not now his Equals; he vouchfafes no An- 
fwer ; he turns away his Head, and feems not 
to fee them ; the Embraces and CareiTes of the 
great ones, with whom he now ftands upon a 
Level, begin to grow naufeous j he has loft all 
Remembrance of himfelf, his Brain is t\ux\&vl« 

M "t^^^ 



241 The Cbaraffersj #r 

You would be happy, and you want Favours, 
how many Things are you then to guard 
againft ? 

When a * Man is once got into a Placey it 
is not Decency or Virtue, which regulate his 
Behaviour towards others ; his Quality and Sta- 
tion are his Rule of Condu£l, and what are 
their Difiates ? Fogetfulneis, Pride, Arro- 
gance, Cruelty and Ingratitude. 

Tbeonas having been an Abbot thirty Years, 
grew weary of continuing fo long in one Sta- 
tion : Others lefs impatiently foHicit the Pur- 
ple, than he to wear a Gold-crofs upon his 
Bread ; and becaufe the four great Holy-days 
in which the King ufually difpofes of ecclefiaf- 
tical Dignities, made no Alteration in his For- 
tune, he railed at the Times, arraigned the 
Adminiftration, and formed very direful Con- 
jectures; convinced, as he imagined in his 
Heart, that Merit is ufeleis, if not prejudicial 
to a Man who would rife at Court, he was re- 
folved to renounce the Prelacy : When fom^ 
Body comes to acquaint him that he was nam- 
ed to a Bifhoprick 5 raviflied at this une3q)ea- 
ed News, you ihall fee, fays he to his Friend, 



♦ Mr. Dm Pontdartrtun^ 
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I fhall not ftick herC} I iball Toon be an Arch- 
bifhop. 

There mall be Knaves at Court t there are 
Jundures when the moft virtuous Minifters 
muft ufe fuch Tdo]s } but to know when to fet 
them at Work, is a nice Point, as when to lay 
proper Checks upon tbem. Honour, Virtue, 
and Confcience, arc always honourable, but 
frequently ufelcfs. What would you, at fome 
Emergencies, do with an honeft Man \ 

The Youth of a Prince Is the making of ma- 
ny Courtiers. 

• Timeateiy ftjU the (anie, and poflcffed of 
all that Merit, which at firft get him Reputa- 
tion and Rewards lovfcred iu the Opinion of 
our Courtiers ; they were weary of compli- 
menting biii^ ^yted t>**" .coldly, forbore 
baWing on hj^ long*' accofted him, not 

NhmigMn, and'^/>t, AiCef^ hisPoft of Secretaty 
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embraced him, nor took him in a Corner t« 
tulk myfterioufly of fomc Trifle; he was 
become a meer Cypher among them, smd no- 
tliing Icfs than that Penfton, or that new Place 
with which he is lately fo defervedly honouredi 
could have revived his Virtt>es, almoft dead in 
their Memories, and awakened the former 
Ideas of them ; now the Courtiers treat him as 
at firft, and even better. 

How many Friends *, how many Relations, 
to a new Minifter fiart up in one Night ! 
Some value themfelves on their former Acquain- 
tance, their being Fellow-collegians or Neigh- 
bours J others ranfack their Genealogy, by Fa- 
ther and Mother's Side, and fome Way or 



* Upon M. de Pe/Irtiers being nominated Comp* 
trollor- general, the Marfhal i/e J^illiroi went about, 
faying, nothing could give me a greater PkaTurcf; I 
am over-joy 'd at it, be heing my Relation ; which was 
no: true. This Marfhal fucceeded M. iie Luxem- 
Surg in the Command of the Army ; in 1695, tho' 
with an Army of 1 00000, he foffered Kine fflili' 
iiofn to take Namur^ without offering a Blow for 
its Relief; in 1702, he was taken Pnfoner in Cre^ 
mona by Prince Eugere^ who was however forced 
to quit the Place, and chiefly by the defperate At- 
tacks of the Irijh i in 1706, he was totally de- 
feated at RamlHes by the Duke of MttrUm^f^' 
Afta all thefe M&ama^«&t he died Pkefident of 
iht Council. 
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dc%ifc SBty btt 0jr xuiiiiur ; an2 Arr bk sitc 
lb aukL ia At ^^zobb^ izs m^ed. it s x ^^crr 

ne^ trcre I m Ibificr. 

Wbt^s tins } Am I fiiUnily to be «hnrr- 
«d, and are tbcfe Gcntlcmcii in ihe Secret^ that 
with fiich a polite CourtcouTnefi thrr prcvtnt 
jny Compliments, and &!ute mc firfi ! 

He who faid, I dined Ycftcrday at » 7i7wr, 
crl/up there To-nigbtj and repeated it very ti|- 
ten ) who brought in the Name of f Plftmui mi 

• Meudon. + Monfi«iur Je LeH^yiht wJi^i 

diedfiiddeii]xi69i# 

M 3 ^\\ 
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all Occafions, and fays, Plancus ajked me — / toli 
Plancks; underftanding that Plancus has-been 
fnatched away by a fudden Death, holds up 
his Hands i People in the Piazza's gather about 
him, he accufes the deceafed, rails at his Con- 
du£t, reviles his Adminiftration, denies him a 
Knowledge of what the Publick, whofe Fa- 
vourite he never was, owned him to be Mat- 
ter in, will not allow him a ftrong Memory ; 
rcfufe him the we]l-defervedChara6ler of a fober, 
uborious Perfon, and will not do him the Ho- 
nour to believe, that, of all the Enemies of the 
iLAipire, there was any one Pkmcus'% Enemy* 

To A Man of Merit, I believe it is an additi- 
GDuI Entertainment to fee the fame Place at a 
public Shew, or an Aflembly, which was re- 
fufed him, given before his Face to one who has 
not Eyes to fee, nor Ears to hear, nor Senfe to 
judges who has nothing to recommend him 
but his gaudy Liveries, which now he is above 
wearing. 

* Theodotusj with a grave Habit, has a rifi- 
ble Countenance, not unlike that of fome 
comic A£ior, and to which his Voice, his 



• Ttc AV)bot ii CboVJ^. 
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Step, hi& Carriage, his Poilure, are adapted. He 
is cunning, fawning, and fo ridiculoufly myfleri<- 
ous, that he comes up to you, and whifpers you 
in the Ear, // is fine Weather^ it is a pure warm 
Thaw : If he has not the great Qualifications, he 
has all the little ones, and even thofe which only 
become a Boarding-fchool. Imagine vthe In- 
tenfenefs of a Child, in building a CaiUe with 
Cards, or catching a Butterfly ; fuch is lljeor- 
dotus bufied about the moft errant Trifles ; 
however^ he applies hirafelf with an Attach- 
ment becoming the mofl momentous Afiairs 
or Objefts rea'ly defirable; be. buttles about 
and fucceedsj then takes Breath and repofes 
bimfelf, as indeed he fhould, for it has put 
him tojno Kttle Trouble. Some are befotted 
with the Favour of great Men, they think on 
them all Day, and dream of them all Night ^ 
are always trotting up and down Stairs in a 
Minifter's Apartment, and in and out of his 
Antichamber ; they have nothing to fay ta 
him, whatever they pretend ; they fpeak to 
him once or twice, and with this they are high- 
ly pleafed : Sound them, and you find the 
Bottom Fride, Prefumption, and Ignorance; 
fpeak to them, they make no Anfwer; they 
know you not, their Eyes are dazzled, and 
their Brains turned ; their Relations fhould take 
Care of them, and lock thcnv>i^^\^&. ^€\\'^^^ 

M 4 M 
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ly in Time growing to aFrenzy, they become a 
Nuifance. ^heodotus is all Gentlcnefs j he 
paffionately gafps after Favour, his Paffion> like 
himfelf, is placid, and he pays his Vows in 
Secret, as a facred Myflery ; he is ever on the 
Watch to difcover who makes any PrOgrefs in 
the royal Favour \ to thefe he ofFers his Service; 
facrifices Merit, Alliances, Friendfhip, Engage- 
ments and Gratitude; if the Place oi Cajpni 
were vacant, and the Porter or Poftilion of a 
Favourite fhould put in for it, he woidd affift 
him in his Pretenfions, and judge him worthy 
of the Place, would think him capable of an 
Acquaintance with the celeftia! Bodies^ of ob« 
ferving Parhelions, or calculating Paralaxes» 
Would you know whether Theodotus be an An*- 
tlior or a Plagiary, an Original or a Copyift» 
T muft give you his Works^ and bid you read 
and judge ; but whether he is a Devotee or a 
Courtier^ who can decide from this Pi&ure ? I 
can, with more Affurance, proclaim what has 
Stars dcfign for him : Hear, O TheodotuSy I have 
calculated your Nativity, your Advancement 
will be very ftidden and fplcndid ; fo give over 
Lucubrations, print no more, the Public begs 
for Quarter, and faeai^ily wifhes. you othen 
Employment*. 
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There is a t Country where the Joys arc 
confpicuous, but fialfe, and the Griefs hidden> 
but real. Who would imagine that the Rap- 
tures at the Opera, the Claps and Applaufes at 
Afoliere^s Comedies, and Harleqttin^s Farces, the 
Feafts, Hunting-matches, Balls and Entertain- 
ments, which we hear of, covered fo many 
Inquietudes, fo many Cares and Projects, fo 
many Flopes and Fears, fo many ardent Paf* 
fsons and corroding Concerns ? 

t 
The Court Life is a ferious melancholy 

Game, and requires Application ; a Man muft 

arrange his Pieces, and point his Batteries, have 

a Defign, purfue it, thwart his Adverfarics, 

fometimes ftrike a bold Stroke, and fometimes 

a£t as by Caprice ; yet after all his Meafures 

and Contrivances, he may be defeated 3 and 

when he is in a fair Way to fucceed, ooe moit 

ikilful or more lucky gets the Game, ^ 

The Wheels, the Springs, the Movements 
of a Watch are hid, nothing appears but the 
Hand, which, infenfibly circulating, finlihes 
its Courier a true Image of the Cowticr, vriio 



mimmmmimmmmft^ 
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frequently going a great way about, returns 
at laft to the (ame Point from whence he fetout. 

Two Thirds of my Life are ah'eady elap- 
fed, why then ihould I perplex myfelf fo much 
for the remainder? The moft fplendid For- 
tune cannot deferve the Torment I put my- 
felf to, the Meanneflles into which I flip, the 
Mortifications, and the Affronts which are in- 
cident to the Perfuit Thirty Years will de- 
flroy thofe Giants of Power, that now tower 
beyond our Sight. I who am fo little a thing, 
and they from whom I expe£l all my Gteat- 
neis, muft in a fhort time difappear. The 
beft of all good Things, if fuch there be in 
this World, is Tranquility, and Receft, free 
from Want and remote from Dependance* 

• jl/ was of this Opinion in his Difgracei, 

and forgot it at the firfi Ray of Profperity. 

A Noblenian who refides in his own Coun- 
try lives free, bnt without Intereft : If he lives 
at Court he will not want Intereft^ but is a 
Slave i fo one makes amends for the odier* 

* Xantippus buried in the Country, under 
an old Roof, in an old Bed, dreamed one Night 

that 

J - -' ■■ 

* Mr. BonUmty Yalct de Cha&bre tp the King, 
tod Governor «f Fn/oaUci > ^ ^^it&teBX^ ^^ 



Alannen. of the A^e^ ^5' 

that he (aw his Prince, fpokc to him, and 
diat he felt an exceeding Joy : At his waking 
he was melancholy at the Difappointment ; he 
told his Dream, adding, what Chimaera's a 
Mm has in his Sleep ! Xantippus fome tima 
after went to Court, faw his Prince, and fpoke 
to him ; then his Dream was more than ac* 
complifhed, he became a Favourite. 

No body is more a Slave than an affiduout 
Courtier, imle& the Courtier who is^ mord 
a^uous. 

A purchafed Slave ha$ but one Mailer : Alt 
ambitious Man muft be a Slave to all who 
may conduce to hia Agrandi(bnent. 

A dioufand Men who are fcarce known^ 
croud every Day to be feen by their Prince^ 
who cannot fee a thouiand at a Time ; and* if 
tx>-day he fees only thofe he faw yefterday^ 
and will fee to-morrow, how many muft be. 
unhappy? 

Chamber of accoants married. his Daughter, who 
in a ihort Time plagued him out of hb ienfes. 
The prefent Duke d' Elbeuffzxid, fhe ia.ri^ued to- 
gedier ; hut upon his making away wi h all her 
JeweU to fupport Ui P^xrfufii^ h«s PaJSi u v^ci^K^ 
w»iibck&wau 
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Of all the herd who dan^e after Great Men^ 
and croud their Anti-Cbamber, a few honour 
them in their Hearts ; more are lent thither by 
Ambition or Intereft ; but the Motive of malt 
h an empty Vanity, a whimfical Impatience 
to make tbemfelves taken notice of- 

Some Families, by the Laws of the World^ 
pr of what we call Decency, ought to be irre> 
concileable ; they are now good Friends^ and 
whom Religion could not bring to lay afidf 
nntient Feudsy Intereft, without much ado, has 
clofely linked. 

* I have heard of a Country where the old 
Alen are gallant^ polite and civil ; the young 
on the contrary, heady, wild, without either 
Morals or Manners. The Love of Women 
is over with them at (he Age when in other 
Countries Youth begins to feel it; tbefe prt- 
fer Feafls, Revels and ridiculous Amours be. 
fore them : Amongft this People, he is fober 
who is never drank with any thing but Winie; 
the exceffive Ufe of it has rendered it flat at£l 
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infipidta tibem; they endeavour by Brandy 
and other ftrong Liquors^ to quicken their 
Tafte^ already extinguiflied, and want nothing 
to compleat their Debauches^ but ta fwallow 
Aqim Fortis. Tiie Women of that Country 
accdenite the Decay of their Beauty, by their 
Artifices to preferve it: They paint thekr 
Cheeks, £ye-brows and Shoulders, which are 
expofed aa are. their Breafls, Arms and Ears, 
as if they were afraid to hide thofe Places 
which they efteem feducing^ and never think 
they fhew enough of themfelves. The Phy- 
fiognomies of the People of that Country are 
not natural, but difguiied and fhrowded with 
a heap of ftrange Hair, which they prefer be* 
fore their own ; this is worked into a Covering 
for their Heads, and hangs down half way thdr 
Bodies, and alters the whole Countenance, fo 
that the Man is not know^ by his natural 
Face. This Nation has befides, their God 
and their King. The Grandees go every day 
at a certain hour to a Temple they call a 
Church : At the upper end of that Temple 
ftands an Altar confecrated to their God, 
where the Prieft celebrates fome Afyfteries 
which they call holy, venerable and tremen- 
dous. The great Men ftand in a Semi-circle 

at the foot of the Altar, ?rith thftu Bm^ v^ 
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the Prteft and the venerable Myfteries^ andl 
their Faces towards their King» who is feen 
upon a Throne kneeling, and to whom they 
feem to direct the Defires of their Hearts, and 
all their Devotion. However in thb Cuftofa 
there is to be remarked, a fort of gradual 
"Subordination; the People adoring their 
Prince, and their Prince adoring God. 
The Inhabitants of this Country call it ... • 
It is about forty eight Degrees Northern Lati- 
tude, and more than eleven hundred Leagues 
by Sea from the Iroquois and Hurom. 

Whoever will confider, that the Prefence of 
a King makes the whole Happinefs of a Cour- 
tier, whofe fupreme Satsfadion b, to fee and 
be feen by him, in fome meafure comprehends 
1k)w the Sight of God may make the Glory 
and Felicity of the Saints. 

Greajt Lords obferve a reverential Regard 
to the Prince j it is their own Conceni, hav- 
ing alfo their Dependants. The petty- Courti- 
ers are more relax m Ceremony, and afllimc 
a fort of Familiarity , and live like M^en who 
Jiave no Examples to ihew to any onew 

What IS there of "our Life which is wan* 
t{ng to You&) Ca^vVi ^x& 1S:G0Spi&ib%ue 
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its- Portion, or at leaft if they do not know 
as much as is poffible, they are as pofitive and 
headftiong as if they did. 

• Weak Men ! a Grandee fays of your Friend 
7llmagen0fj that he is a Blockhead; in which 
he is miftaken ; I do not require you to reply 
that he is a Man of Wit ; only dare to th'uif 
^that he is not a Blockhead. 

He fays too that Iphicrates is a Coward ; you 
have ieen his Gallantry. Be eafy, I do not 
infift upon your relating it, provided that after 
what you have heard this great Man fay of 
him, you will not forget what you was an 
Eye-witnefs of. 

Very few know how to fpcak to their 
Prince ; this is the Quinteflence of the Cour* 
tiers Addrefs. A word efcapes, which through 
the Prince's Ear, fometimes lodges in his 
Heart; there is no recalling; every Art of 
Blandiihment to explain or (often it,, odly en« 
graves it deeper, and rankles the Wound: 
If ourfelves only are hurt by our Dicacity, 
though the Misfortune is not very common, 
the Remedy is at hand, which is to amend by 

9ur Faulty Md ic&gjQsdlj ^a^^^ ^^ ^m\vS&^ 
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ment ; but if another be the ViG&m^ what 
Shame I What Remorfe ! Is there a better Rule 
againft fuch Danger, than to talk of others to 
our Sovereign, of their Perfons, A£Uons, Fa- 
milies, Manners or C6ndu£^, with the fame 
Referve, Precaution and Advantage, is of our- 
ielves? 

I would fay a Jefter is a mod wretched 
Chara£ter, if it had not been faid before : They 
who injure the Reputation or Fortune of ano- 
ther for the fake of Jeft, deferve to be ftig- 
matifed with an infamous Punifh ment ; this 
has not been (aid before, and I dare fay fo. 

There are a Multitude of ready- coined 
Phrafes which we lay up as in a Magazine, 
ufing them as we have occafion to congratulate 
one another: Though they are often fpoke 
without AiFefiion, and accordingly heard with* 
out Acknowledgment, yet we muft not omit 
them, being, at leaft, the Imagery of the beft 
Thing in the World, which is Friendihip; an4 
fince Men cannot depend on one anodrer for 
Reality, they feem to have agreed that its Ap- 
pearances ihould be current. 

« 

With five or fix Terms of Art, and nothing 
tffe^ wc fct up foi CoifiMM&to \&^lb^^ 

4 ■' '^1CCD£|S!I%,% 
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Painting, Arcfaitedure and Entertainments; 
vre hncy we Iiave more Pleafure than others, 
in hearing, fiscing or eating; we impofe on 
fuch.as are like us, and deceive ourielves* 

* The Court never wants a futile Species, with 
whom Fafhion, Politenefs and Fortune, ferve 
inftead of Senfe^ and fupply the Place of folid 

Merit ; they know how to come in and go out 
of a Room i they are never gravelled or daflieid 
in Converiation, for they never embark in it ; 
their Taciturnity pleafes, as it gives others 
room to fpeak, and makes them pafi for 
Men of Thought and Importance; a fcw 
Monoiyllables is all that comes from them ; a 
Look and « Smile are their common Anfwets : 
Their Underfiandings, if I may venture the 
Expreffion, are two Inches deep; if you {%r 
thorn them, you will ibon come to Mud and 
Grsnrd* 

H There are ibme on wllom Favour lights, as it 
fertuitoufly ; they are the firft whom it furprizes, 
and even to Wonder and Confufion ; they re* 



* llie late M. Bontem, or the Marquis de Dan'^ 
I The C^nnt itJuHptL 
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colled diemretves at laft^ and find their Staft 
have done nothing for them beyond their Merit S 
and as if Stupidity and Fortune were two 
Things incompatible, or that it were impof- 
fible to be at once a happy Man and a F00I9 
they fancy they have Wit, they nufe their 
Creft, and bloated with Conceit, fpeak on all 
Occafions, and without any Regard to the Af- 
fembly ; I might add, they become at laft for- 
midable, and difguft every one with their Dd- 
nefs ^nd Ignorance; this is at leaft certain, 
they difhonour all m4io had any Share in their 
Advancement. 

What (hall we caU thoie who are only cun. 
ning iir the Opinion of Fools ? I know Nf en of 
Parts rank them with thofe whom they can 
feU. 

He is thorough-paced in Cunning, who mak^s 
others believe that he is no Conjurer. 

Cunning is none of the beft nor worft Qua- 
lities, it floats between Virtue and Vice : There 
is fcarce any Exigence where it may not, and 
perhaps ought to be fupplied by Prudence. 

Cunning leads to Knavery ; it is but a Step 
from one to tVvcothw^ MAi^Qcafc.'^trjffi^ijcryi 
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Snire dTduiJiii^ x if r wim ^^^^^ in 9bki 
inlh Scnfe : FinaiMC Mifiaks * TTiu; hs 1» 

SubcQlj wisat tne xnur Talia&ie Talcms l»«t 
been waiiliiig t Par siy Pan, many PenoDs of 
Judg^Kitt and SiiDvledge of Ae World, 
have I ften diipe£ bj odcn snidktbcu' Izsfe* 
rion in led FndeDCB. 

Yon have a jiifi and iinpoituit Affair depend* 
ingon tbeCoafeniof twoPerionsi (ays one of 
them, I give jou my Hand for it^ if fuch a 
one will agree to it; he agrees to it, and de* 
fires only to be certified of the Intentions of 
the other; in the mean time nothing conici of 
it. Months and Years rowl on to no purpofc | 
I am in a maze, fay you, it is an impenetrable 
Myftery to me ; all that is to be done, is, that 
they {hould meet together and difcourfe aboul 
it* I tdljrou. Friend-, 1 fcc X\\tov\^ \\^ W \x 
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no Myftery tomcy they have met and difcourfed 
about it. 

He who foUIcits for others, has the Confi- 
dence of one that demands Juftice ; and he 
who fpeaks for himfelf, is under all the Confu- 
fion and Timidity of him that implores Mercy. 

The Courtier who is not continually upon 
hii Guard againft the Snares laid to make bim 
fidiculoust will, with all his Ss^acity, be 
tmased to find himfelf bubbled by bia Infe- 
fiors. 

In Life there are many Circumftances wheic 
Truth and Simplicity turn to the beft Account, 
and Honefty proves the beft Policy* 

If you are in Favour, aU you do is well, 
you commit no Fault, and every Step kadi to 
the End in view : Otherwife, all is faulty, no- 
thing avails, and whatever Path you take, it 
leads you out of the Way. 

Senfe is requifite, to be a Perfon of Intrigue 
and Cabal, yet a Man may have fo much as 
to be above them, and defpifing Artifice^ 
ftrikes out Ways both to a more e^ted For- 
tune^ and a more briHiant Reputation. . 
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ecline, a::: i*.- iuji. iiiiL ir- Ltir.tciu::- 
right. 

[an has ver; /.rr.i -r.-^xiri .Kr.C.T' zs l'*.:. 
tion to Good, I'.r.ce Cri-ra, Dr'r-a^c: aiu 
rtifications, are r.ecctTlrT t? r-ik* irjt bv- 
le, fociable, and what he (hcoi^ :«;^ 

^aft an Eye on many Perfons at Couit, the^ 
fcourfcs and their whole Condud Ihew, thtt 
:y think neither of their Grandfathers or 
randchildren. The prcfcnt is what they arc 
f, and that they do not enjoy, but abufc. 
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* Straton is born under two Planets equall/ 
unhappy and happy ; his Life is a Romance but 
without vcririmilitude. Adventures he has had 
none, but good and bad Dreams in abundance, 
or I may fay rather, no Dreams come up to his 



* The JDuke de Laufun, who, from being the 
King*8 Favourite, was difgraced and confined at 
Vightroly where he remained ten Years : Beine re* 
leafed, Mademoifelle de Motufenfitr^ a Miftrm of 
Lnvis XIV, took fuch a Liking to him, that (be 
procured him 30,000 Livres a Y«aront of the Lmt' 
guedoc ImpoHs. Afterwards, upon a Rupture be- 
twixt them, he was forbid the Court. He was ere* 
ated a Duke, and had the blue Ribbon, by the In- 
terelt of Anne of Modena Queen of England, Being 
Nephew to the Marflial de Grammont, this Lord in- 
vited him again to Pan'sy and entertained him in 
his Houfe, of which Kindnefs he vilely took Ad- 
vantage to debauch his Daughter. It was on ac- 
count of the King's revealing this Intrigue, to which 
Lauzun had made him privy, that he voluntarHy 
threw up the royal Favour, and with a Heat which 
broke out into flrange Expreilions, which the King 
generoufly excufed, and owned himfelf guilty of a 
Breach of Confidence. However, he was ieat to 
the Baitile for Difrefpedt, but only during twenty- 
four Hours, when he was reflored to Favour, which 
he afterwards utterly forfeited, by the Renewal of 
his Intrigue with Mademoifelle de Montpenfier, He 
afterwaras attended King James into Ireland, where 
he was one of the firft who left the Field at ibc 
Battle of the Boyne ; accordingly his Infamy is per-, 
petuated in the EnglijSb Medak, ftruck on account 
of that Viaoiy\ '- 



Life- No boCT iiaa zcsn ZLirz .z.^^ti z. I*tn:r- 
than himfclf } he 1* icr;r,-. t-: t"=: r:: '^—cii 
and both Exr:ec:« ; ze. 'zz^ Tr.ja i ?\rir-^ :-i. 
been in Diitrc^, ari z:li lei x :-iii.T:i:.: l-iii 
he has gone trrccgh ill V.c:-£r-Luir. . rt»i :«- 
made himfclf vil,^ f:r iisi V'.rrj.is jv.:^.*:-: ^e 
aflfured us, verr liricul-, urir^ iz iiixn : H;: 
has faid in his own Pr^.:";, / jtf^v '/"ir, / .•^I'lr 
Courage i and evsry one bis faid after him, Ii4 
has IVity hi bas Caurjgi. In both Fortunes he 
experienced the Temper of Courtiers, who 
poffibly have faid of him more Good, and more 
111 than he ever deferved. The Agreeable, 
the Lovely, the Wonderful, the Rare, and the 
Heroick, have been the Terms employed in 
his Elogium ; and the quite contrary have been 
ufed to vilify him. An heterogeneous confuted 
Character i an Enigma^ a Quedion hitherto 
undecided. 

Favour raifes a Man above his Equals, and 
Difgrace throws him belo^ them. 

He who in good time firmly renounces a 
great Name, a great Authority* or a great For* 
tnne» delivers himfelf at once from a Hoft of 
Troubles, from many reftlefs Nights, and 
what is ftill better^ often from mwf CniMft* 
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The World will be the lame a hundred 
Years hence as it is now ; there will be the 
fame Theatre and Decorations, though not the 
fame A6kor%, All who rejoiced at a Favour) 
or refented a Denial, are vanifhed ; others 
are on the Stage, acting the fame Parts in the 
Play ; dieir Exeunt is at hand ; and they who 
are not yet, one Day will be : Until the DiiTo- 
hition of the Theatre, A&ors will be' coming 
on, and going oiF: What Reliance is there 
on an Aftbr of a Play ! 

Whoever has feen the Court, has (een die 
moft magnificent, the moft iplendid, moft al- 
luring part of the World ; he that, after feeing 
the Court, can heartily defpife it, has the World 
at his Feet 

A found Mind gets at Court a true Tafte of 
Solitude and Retirement. 



0/ the Great. 

TH E Commonality are fo blindly prepof- 
fefied in favour of the Great, fo natu- 
rally taken with their Behaviour aiid Looka, 
their Voice aad Iftansy^an^ i^v^^\i^^ic«?i ^^^ 
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it into their Heads to be good» this Prepor* 
feffion would g^w to Idolatry. 

- If yoii are bora vicious, O f Tbiagiftetj I 
pity you: If you arc becomefo, by weakCom* 
plianoe with fome whofe Intereft it is that you 
ihould be dd>auched, who have confpired to 
corrupt you, and boaft already of their Succcfs 
iKCufe me if 1 defpife you : But if you are wife^ 
temperate, modeft, civil, generous, grateful, 
indiiftrious ; and, befides, of a Rank that ought 
to fet, rather than take Examples, and to make 
Rules rather than receive them: Agree with 
thofc fort of PcopJe to give into tTicir Viccs^ 
Rants ind Follies, after the Rcfpeft they owe 
you, has prevailed upon them to imitate your 
Virtues. It is an odd, but a ufeful Irony, very 
proper to fecure your Morals, defeat their Pro- 
je<%, and determine them to go on in their 
Way, and leave you to yours. 

Great Men have, in one thing, a mofl valu* 
able Advantage over others ; their Wines, their 
Dainties, Riches, Dogs, Horfes, Equipages, 
Fools and Flatterers are no part of it i but I 
envy them them the Happincfs of having in 



f The Grand Prior, 
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their fcrvice their Equals and fooMtiines their 
Superiors in Viitue and Capacity. ; 



t* 



* The Great delight in opening Glades in Fd« 
Tefts, in raifing Terraces, gilding their Qdl^ 
ings, in Water-works and Gicen*houreB.;btit 
to rcftore Content to a deprefled Mind, to 
make the afflicted exult, to prevent Diftreft} 
•and to remove Anxiety, does not come under 
their curioficy. 

One afks, if in comparing the difFeroit 
Conditions of Men, their Sufferings and Ad- 
vantages, we cannot obferve fuch a Mixture 
and AfTortment of Good and Evil, as feeibs 
to fct them on an Equality, or at leaft makes 
one as defirable as the other ; the Rich may 
put the Queftion, but the Decifionmuft bt 'left 
to the Indigent. . ^ • : 

There is however a kind of Charm inhe- 

y t 

rent in each different Condition, till taken 
o(F by Mifcry ; the Great pleafe themfdves in 
Excefs, their Inferiors in Moderation*} thofe de- 
light in lording and commanding, thefe take 
a Plcafure, and even a Pride in ferving and 
obeying : The Great are furrounded, ialuted 
and refpefted 5 the Little furround, falute an3 
cringe, and bolVv VfVii eof^A ^>sXaftiOtt. 



Good Words coft fbe Gtcat (b Iitde» and 
iheir Qiialtty is fuch an indifpiittad>le I^rpeii- 
lation from keepiiig die moft £ciemn Promi(es» 
that it is modeftj in the Nobility to be fo 
i^pating of tbemasttej gcoeially are» 

Such a onc» fays a Great Man^ is grown 
jold, and faa^ mined himfdf with attendance 
•on me, what muft be done for him ? A youn« 
ger and more forward Competitor deprives him 
of his Hopes, and fteps into the Poft which 
was refufed to this unfortunate Man, on no 
other Account than that he too well defer- 
ved it. 

1 do not know bow it is, fay you, with on 
Air of Indignation, Pbilantus has Merit, Wit, 
Diligence, and Patience^ is indudrious, fmcere 
and faidiful to his Mafter, yet is he not valued^ 
he cannot pleafe, he is not at all liked : Ex- 

: |flain yourfelf. Do you blame PbiUntus^ or the 

-Great Man whom he ferves i 

"-' It is frequently more advantageous to drop 
Attendance on great ^en, than to com{^iA 
cf them. 
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Who can give me any Reafont why (bme 
get the Prize in a Lottery, or obtain the Fa« 
\our of die Great? 

The Great are fo happy, that in the whole 

courfc of their Lives, they never are fenfible 

.of the lofs of their bcft Servants, or Perfons 

famous in their fevcral Capacities, by whom 

they have been entertained and inftru£ted. 

flatterers are prcfently ready with fomp.lar 

tent Fault of thefe valuable Perfons^ and 

charge them with Flaws from which they prR? 

tend their Succeflbrs are entirely free; they 

aiTure them, that with all tlie Skill, Capacity 

and Knowledge of the former they have none 

of their Defects ; and this is the Language 

which comforts Princes in the Jois *of the 

moft excellent Servants, and makes them (a* 

tisficd with their unworthy Succeilbrs* 

The Great flight the Men of Wit> who 
have nothing but Wit j the Men of \¥it .dft* 
fpife the Great, who have nothing but Great- 
n^fs: The good Man pities them boUi, * if 
with Greatnefi or Wit^ tb^y have not Vix? 
tue» 
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' When, ort the one fide, I fee fomc confi- 
ikiit,- hufff intriguing, petulant, dangerous 
and fcandalous Perfons at the Table, and- 
often in the Familiarity of the Great, ; and 
oh the other confidcr with what Difficulty a 
Man of Merit can get to the Speech of them, 
I do not always conclude that the wicked are 
tolerated out of Intereft, pr good Men looked 
on as ufelefs, but I find it better to confirm 
myfeif in this Thought, that Grandeur and 
DifceHim'ent are two different things, and the 
Love of Virtue and Virtuous Men a third. 

' Lucilius fjpends his Life in rendering him- 
{Af fupportable to a few of the Great, and 
chufes this before being reduced to live fa- 
miliarly with his Equals. 

It is a Rule to keep Company with our 
Betters^ but this Rule is not without Reftricti- 

om, becaufe it often requires no common 
Talents to praclife it to a good Account. 

* What an incurable Delirium is that of 
Tbetphibisf k has bung on him this thirty; 
Years, and now he is paft Recovery : He was. 



* TheBiihopof Autua. 
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is, and will always he for diflating to the 
Great ; -Death only can extinguifh this Thirft 
of Rule, which is ever afluming an arbitrary 
Afcendency over his Betters. Is it in him 
a Zeal for his Neighbour, aCuftom, or an ex- 
cefTive Conceit of himfelf ? He gets admit- 
tance every where, no Houfe of Note ef- 
capes him i the Anti-chamber is no Place for 
him, he penetrates to the Clofet, and the Sol- 
licitants mud wait to be feen or have audi- 
ence, till he has finifhed his tedious Repre- 
fentations. He intrudes hinifelf into all Fk- 
mllies, co/icerns himfelf in their MisfbrWrict 
an^ Advantages, offers himfelf to them on dl 
Occafions, and appears fo zealous that he muft 
liie admitted. The Care of ten thoufand Souls^ 
for which he is accountable, as much as fof 
bis own, is not enough to employ hb Time^ 
and fatisfy his Ambition of direAing 5 there 
are others of a higher Rank and more Con- 
fideration for whom he is not rcfponfible, but 
of whom he officioufly takes Cbafg^: He 
looks out, enquires, and watches for* any 
Gratifications of his intriguing Humour, and 
Bis Itch of managing the Spiritual and Tem- 
{^ral Concerns of others : K A Great Man 
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has fcarce fet Foot on Shore, but he is about 
him, whifpers to him, is heard to (ay, Ig9^ 
Vern him^ before one would think he could 
entertain fuch an extravagant Prefumption. 

A Coldnefs, Difcourtefy or Ncgleftfrom our 
Betters, makes us hate them ; but a Salute or 
a Smile foon reconciles us. 

There arc fome prouJ Men, whom the 
Elevation of their Rivals humbles, and mor- 
tifies, and thb Crofs fometimes inclines them 
^ven to be af&ble ; but Time which moder- 
ates all Things, revives all their former Haugh- 

The Contempt of the Great for the Com- 
monality, renders them fo indifferent to their 
Flatteries or Praifes, that they are^ no Fcwel to 
their Vanity : So Princes praifed and flattered 
without Meafure by the whole Group of 
Courtiers, would be more elate, if they had 
a better Opinion of fuch Encomiafls. 

The Great believe themfi^ves to be the only 
compleat Perfons, and will hardly allow Judg- 
ment, Ability or Delicacy , in any of a me^JCr 
Rank, arrogating to thcmfclves thofe Endow- 

N 4 mcttts 



ments as confequential to Birth? Prcfannrptu- 
ous Conceit ! ridiculotis Prejudices ! Att the beff 
Schemes, the beft Difcourfes, the beft Wi*!> 
tings,- andj fay, the beft Anions, are diey al- 
ways of their Growth ? They have large E- 
ftates, and a long Train of Anceftors j this 
muft not be dtfputed with them* 

* Have you Wit, Quality, Capacity, Taftc 
and Difcernment ? Shall I believe Prejudice 
and Flattery, which fo boldly proclaim* your 
Merit? No, I fufped and rejed tb^* : I will 
not be dazled with the lofty Air of Sufficiency^ 
and Dignity, which looks- down with Cofi^' 
tempt on all that is faid, wrote or donej" 
which makes you fuch a Niggard of Applauie^ 
that it is impoifible to draw the leaft Approba- 
tion from you; from whence I nativally 
infer, that you are a Favourite, rich, and of 
great Intereft. How fhall we defci:ib^ you,-- 
Telephon ? We cannot approach you, but as • 
we do Fire, to a certain Diftance ; and, to ' 
difcover what you are, to make a rational 
Judgment of you, we ought to lay you open, 
to handle you, to confront you with your E- 
ijuals : Your Confident^ your moft peculiar 
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Friend^ finr wfaom you cuic Socrates and Ar^ 
iftides^ with whom you laugh, and who laughs 
louder than yourfclf, Dtruns^ in fhort, I know 
thoroughly ; and by this I am not at a lofs 
what to make of yourfclf. 

There are Ibme, who did thev know their 
Inferiors and themfelves, they would be aflia- 
med to be above them. 

If there are but few excellent Orators, arc 
there many that underftand them ? If good 
Writers are fcarce, where are they who can 
read ? We are always complaining of the Pau- 
city of Perfons quali&ed to counfel Kings, 
and affift them in the Adminiftration of Af- 
fairs ; but if theie able and intelligent Per« 
fonages appear in the World, if they unwca* 
riedly devote their Talents to the public We!- 
fi^Cj are they beloved, effeemcd, rew^arded as 
tjiey deferve ? Are they commended for v^rhat 
they plan and do for their Country ? Tiiey 
live, that is all, and it is thought fufficient ;. 
they arc cenfured if they mifcarry, and cnviqd. 
if they fucceed. Let us then blame the Com- 
xaooality, whom indeed it would be unjuft and. 
ridiculous to juftify : The Great knowing 
their DifcoBtfnt^ftnd Jealoufy to be incvitahkt 
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by the moft praife- worthy CMtduft, atak* it 
light of their Opinions^ that k k even a Rule 
In Politicks to negled thein> as cfrmecNia-or 

infignificant* 

The common People hate each other for the 
Injuries, they reciprocally do aoch other j; the 
Great are execrated by them, for the HI they doy 
and the Good they do not ; they think tbeo 
chargeable with all their Hardihips^ PoTcrty, 
and Misfortunes. 

The Great think it too much Condefcenfioff 
in them, to have the £iine God and Religioit 
as the People : No Wonder then that they are 
abbve the Names of Peter, yohrr, *Jamis, and 
f|ich mechanical Appellations : I,et us avoid, 
'ay they, all Manner of Conformity with the 
Multitude } let us afFeift, on the contrary, all 
poflible Di{lin£(ions, to fet us at the greatefl 
Diflance from them ; the Vulgar are welcome 
to the twelve Apoftlcs, their Difciples and the 
Martyrs, (fit Patrons for fuch Creatures) much 
Good may do them with their annual Re- 
joicing on a Saint's Day, which each cele- 
brates as his Feftival ; but for us +, tet us in- 

. + This is aimed at fome Perfons of Figure, call- 
ed by fuch Name ; as Cafir de Vendomt^ Avnihcd 
fEjireTy Htrmles de- RoboMj Acbilki A Hjorhj, f^ar^ 
ku de Foil, Diana de Cha^ffutrs% 

tro' 



baptize oua Cbi-^'^ii bj iitc/x:; &f /:i: '^^vi.^ La- 
Jar aod Pcn^€j^ tsm^ ustzt rrtiS. Htz '.z^^'tji i 
by that of Lat^j,:, jbs vsa cj: l^i:r.'^L2» riirr.ffn 
Lady ; or by tr.:;i iiETok cass 'J i^r^i-^a^ 
RugerU^ OIJ^rU7S 2Sii TsKrtL tiKrT x -rt ?w- 
ladins, asd Rccazicsi czrs^i fLtrvr zwx^ wvr:- 
derful Herc>£s; tj drufe tf Hlmt^ Aj'.-.Li:, *jt 

f heel US aX, Z/-r:ni j ij'S yr-.'di ii.y-ii iint'ya 
us frocn cC.'rz c»-rilti:^ yi^rrrr-. Mtrju^}, 

WhZe A- G-sl ?«!£$ ♦ t^ tnpir try 
Thing, mx vJrc yf f^ Intrrt:?:: 'jfpr.rj'^^r. s:*:d 

ccirs ; irLZis Tr-;:-: i^* S^rrjci;' : */ r-t Ot- .-> 
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what relates to their Country, ftudy the Art of 
Government, become leaned and politick,- and 
are convcrfant in the Strength and Weakncft.. 
Gf a State, think of advancing and placing, 
thcmfclves, are placed and advanced^ rife ta 
Power, and eafe their Prince of Part of the 
publick Care ; the Lords^ who difilained theaif 
now rcverep.ce them, and think, tbemfelvc* 
happy, if they can be accepted for their Sons- 
in-law. 

If Icomparc the two moft oppoflto Conditions 

• • • 

of Men together, I mean the Great with the 
Commonality, the latter appear chcarful, if they 
have but Necefuries, and the former poor and 
fretful amidft Superfluities. A mean Man can, 
do no Harm; a great Man will do no Good^' 
and is capable of doing great Mifchief ; one 
employs himfclf only about Things profitable ; 
the other on what is pcr;iicious : Here Rufli-. 
city and Freedom ingcnuoufly difcovcr them-' 
felves J there a malign and corrupt Difpofition. 
is varniflicd over with a ;nein of Politenefs : If 

■ 

the Vulgar have no Wit, the Great have xio 
Soul : Thofc have a good Bottom and no Out- 
fide J thefe are all Outfidc, a delufory Superfi- 
cies. Were I to chufe which I would be, 
without Htfitation, it fhould be a Plebeian. 



I 
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ries 2nd Di'"r--'=:i '~ r— r. ► ::r:i.:::; .r.r:.::^'- 
ance on ih; W:»r-fL zizz.':r. r.rir trrij- Z-L.::n. 
their fe-:>er:tlr.5 Irjzliz^.:-r. r: Ititt :r rr:::difr"f 

w thfm 2t tr£ 5*g-:. irii i*fin_-i.:-= ▼ r.:i:-:c 
Doubt it is to Jerr:v*lDrrr!r:nirL. :* r::::!-* r 
Fool of one whD -j-:^ ^i iti^i:: : r^'. -- . :»:r r 
totally depxires tbcai cf iii ijtr^r: Fjcz^it* 
they might receive r r £ ISizi -.c "^-'"r- -w^n- 
knows how to aiilnne « tL:iL:Ii:i.r £rrss^'j= 2j*^ 
diverting Cluracfcers, if tb* Tsr^sr of i Cyy- 
tier did not make it '^r^i^iz^i " bt z*:tr^^i^ 
He retrenches himfeif wiirJL 2 I'^nti Grr^ 
vity, and docs it fowell- thit tis ?_i Urn- 
as ill difpofed as they srej clu fL^i «s HiJii* 
for Derifion. 

Eafe, Affluence, and J-xjriir.T ?.".':^.:j, 
make Princes laugh at a Dwar, ^ LI:,-r.krr, 
an Idiot, or a wretched Talt : !.!«::. L-iOtr 
Difficulties, never laugh but or. a r'-?^ ^^'^ 
cafion. 

A great Man loves Oxmspa^Ke^ and hates Za 
J?nV ; He fuddles himfclf "with \)ecja '^^ vwi 



than a meaner Man ; and this is often the great* 
cfl; Dtficrence betwixt a Lord and a Fpotauun» 

It feems^ at firft View, that die Pkafures of 
Princes mud be always feafoncd with the fop 
crct one of injuring othei People ; bat it is not 
£i>j Princes are like other Men, they mind 
thcmfelves, indulge their Tafte, PaiBons and; 
Cooyeniencies, as it is natural. 

One would think it was the cardinal Rule of 
Place-men and Directors to throw in the Way 
^f thofe who aepend on them for the Care of 
tiicir Affairs, all the Obftades they might apr. 
prehend. 

I cannot imagine in what a great Man i^ 
happier than others, if it is not that he has it 
often in his Power to do good ; and when filch 
an Opportunity offers, it (eenis to me, that by 
all Means be oi^ht to embrace it ; if it is \i% 
Favour of an honcft Man, he (kould be afraid 
to let it flip ; if it is no more thaa his Rights 
the Patron ought to prevent Solicitation, and 
not be fccn, before he is to be thanked ; and if 
it is an eafy Thing, he fliould not fet any Va- 
lue upon it i if he refuics, it lum> I pity them 
both. 



t »« 



Some 
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Sonne are born fnacceffible,^ they have an. in- 
nate Ferocity, yet thefe are the very Men on 
.whom others of abfolute Neceffity depend ; they 
are in a -perpetual Motion, throwing them^ 
ielves into an endlefs Diverfity of Gefticulatb- 
4>ns. I have a good mrnd ta fay, they are like 
Faper-JerpentSy all: Noife and Fire, not to be 
approached, till at laft they.&U, and then only 
become tra£lable when they are extingniihed^ 
and confeqaently fit for nothing. . 

• 

The Pprter, the Fakt Jk Chambn^ the Foo^ 
many if they hare no more Senfe than belongs 
to their Condition, do no longer eftimate them?^ 
felves by the Meanne6 of their £xtra£Uon, 
but the Eleration and Fortune of thofe whom 
they ferve, apd indifcriminately think all that 
enter at their Gate, or go up their Stair-cafe^ 
below themfelres and their Mafters : So true it 
is, that we are doomed to Iv&tXy both frooi 
the Great, and from every thing which belong^ 
to them. ' 

A Man in a Poft ought to love his Prince;^ 
his Wife, his Children, and next to them th^ 
Men of Senfe and Letters; he ought to cheriih 
them, and never to want them both for a nKf 
tional Entertainment and Utility s h% canned 
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over-pay, I will not fay with Penfions or Bene* 

fits, but with Condefcenfion and Familiarity 
the unknown Services they do him. Whjtt 
little 1 ales do not they diffipate i How many 
Stories do they by their Addrcfs cjqpoTe as the 
Fidlion of Malice i Cannot they juftify Mifcar- 
riages by good Intentions, and demonffrate the 
good Tendency of a DeAgn, and the Juftneft 
of Mcafures, by the profperous Ifliie? and in 
Oppofition to the Cenfurcs of Envy, to good 
Enterprises apply beuer Motives; give a Hit^- 
vourable Turn to bad Appearances; palliate 
Defe£b, and exhibit only Wifdom and Pa* 
triotifm, and thefe, in the moftftriking^ Light: 
Spread, on a thoufand Occafions, Particulars 
which redound to their Honour, and make a 
Jcft of ajiy thing intimated to their Preju- 
dice f know it is a Maxim with great Men 
to let People fpcak, whilft themfelvcs continue 
to ziR as they think fit ; but I know alfo, that 
it happens not fcldom, that this Contempt of 
the public Speeches of the People, has put 
them out of a Capacity of aiSting 93^ they' 
thought fi^ 

To be fcnfible of Merit, and, when known, 
to counten^iice it, are two great Steps to be . 
quickly taken one after another, but of wbicb 
few are ca(pable« 
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You are rich and noble ; have great Intereft 
at Codrt ; this is not enough : Make yourfeif 
wortliy of my Efteem^ that I may be forry t«i 
lofe your Favour, or that I never could obtain it. 

You fay of a great Man, or Perfon in a high 
Station, he is very obliging, benevoler.t, and 
ddights in doing good Offices ; and you con- 
firm this by a long Tale of what he has done m 
an Affair, wherein he knew you wefe con- 
cerned ; I underftand you, you are in Credit, 
you are well known to the Minifters of State; 
yoa are well with the Great ; What elfe, Sir, 
-would you have me underftand by it ? 

A Pkerfon tells you, / think mfelf iU ufed hf 
fucb a one J he is proud Jince his Advancementy 
he Sfdmns mr, be will not knew me ; you an- 
fwer, Ibave k§ reafon to complain of him ; on the 
coktrarjj I muft commend him ; be feems to me to 
be vay civil i I believe I underftand you too. 
Sir. You would acquaint us, that a Man in 
Place has a Regard for you, that in the Anti-^ 
Chaml^er he felecis you OLt cf a thouland con- 
fiderable Pcrfons, from whom he turns a(i«i^, 
to k\'oid the Inconvenience of £Ju:i;sg cr grants 
irig them a Smile. 



We praife the Greit to^w ve are.tnti' 

mate with them, rarely out of Efteem or Gra- 
titude ; we know not often thofe we praife ^ 
Vanity and Le\'ity fome times prevsdl. over Rc^ 
fentment ; we are difpleafed with them, and 
yet praife them. 

« 

If it is always dangerous to be concerned in a 
fufpicious Affair, much more is it fo when yoai 
are an Accomplice with the Great } they will in- 
fallibly get dear, and leave you in the Liirch<lo 
to pay double^ for yourielf and them* 

A Prince, with all his immenfie Revenjues; 
has not enough to lequite a bafe Compliance, 
if he confiders what it cofts the Inft^uo^nt he 
employs ; nor too much Power tp puqiih him. 
If he meafures his Vengeance by the Jnjufy 
done him by fuch a blind Subferviency* 

' The Nobility expofe their Lives for the Safi> 
ty of the State, and the Glory of their Sovfreign^ 
the Magiftrate difcharges his Prince froip tte 
Fatigues attending the Adminiftration of Jufticc. 
Both of them are refped^able Fundions, emi- 
tiently ufefulj Men are not capable of any 
Thing more noble; then why and whence the 
Mqh of UiQ Kobe^ ?o[id Svrocd (etch Pretences 
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for their reciprocal Contempt of each other, is 
bejFcbd my Comprehenfioru 

}i. it be true, that the Great io more ia 
ha;^r4ing their Lives, when furrounded with 
PJleifty, Gaiety, Pleafure, and Power, than the 
private Man, who ventures only a Life deftined 
to Labour and Penury ; it mud alfo be con* 
fefled, that they have a proportionate Compenfa- 
tion ; Glory, and immortal Reputation. l*be 
common Soldier has no Thoughts of raifing a 
Name, he dies, unnoticed in the Croud; ho 
lived indeed after the iame rate, but ftill be 
lived ; and this is one of the chief Cauies of the 
Want of Cdunge in low and (ervile Conditions* 
On the contrary, they, whofe Birth diftin* 
guifhes them from the People, and expoiei 
tbem confpicuoufly to their Cenfure and Praife^ 
glodouAy exert themfdves, and rifis, evea 
above their Difpolition, if they were noe na^* 
turally inclined to Virtue ; and this Elevation 
of Heart and Mind, which they derive fronv 
their Anceftors, is the Bravery fo univerfid to the 
Nobility, and perluq>s Nobility itfelf* 

* . Prefi me into the fervice as a common S<d« 
4lier, 1 am Tberjites : Put me at the Head of an 
Army, for which I am anfwerable to all Europe 
I am Jcbitteu 
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Princes, without Science or Rules, imkei 
Judgment by Comparifon ; born «nd brought 
up in the very Center of die beft Things, to 
thefe tliey compare what they read, fee, or heir. ' 
Whatever docs not come very near LtJfy^ Ra* 
cififj and Le Brun^ they cannot relifh. 

To talk to young Princes of nothing elfe but 
Attention to their Rank, is a moft needlefs Pre- 
caution, while the whole Court reckon it their 
Duty, and the eflential of their Politene(s tQ 
refpe<^ them; fo that they are lefs liable to be 
ignorant of the Regard due to their Birth, than 
to confound Perfons, and treat all Sorts of 
Titles, Ranks and Conditions upon a Level.- 
They have an innate Haughtinefs, which breaks 
out on all Occafions ; and to tliem, the moft necef- 
fary LefTon is, how to fupprefs it, and to procure 
a real Love and Refpefb by Courtefy, Libera-' 
lity, Goodnefs, Honour, and Difcernment. 

* It is downright Hypocrify in a Man of a 
certain Degree, not immediately to take the 
Rank due to him, and which every Body is 
ready to give up ; it is no Self-denial In him to 
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le modeft, to mingle with the Multitude, that 
HTQuI^ open to nuke Way for him, to take the 
Ipweft Se^t at a publick Meetings that eveiy 
0^ may- fee him- there, and ftrive to fet him 
higher. Modefty in Men of ordinary Condi- 
tioifi^is more trying ; if they come into a Croud, 
they are jufllcd and elbowed ^ if they diMfc an 
incommodious Scat, there they may remain. 

I 

♦ A^arcbus hies to the Market-place, pre- 
ceded by an Herald and Trumpeter: The 
Trumpeter founds, and the Mob gathers j Hear, 
O ye People, fays the Herald, Silence, Silence, 
be atttcntive. This very AuRaLtchusw/jomyoufei 
before you^ is to Jo a goodAdiion tomorrow. I 
would fay now with more Simplicity, and 
without any Figure, fuch a one does well > 
would he do better, then let me not know that 
he does Good, or at leaft not fufped that he 
defigned all the Town (hould ring with it. 

The beft Anions are clouded by the Man- 
ner of doing them; which fometimes leaves 

• The fame, who, when a Legacy of 2c,ooo . 
Uwcfs was brought him at his Seat, he immedintdy 
droTe away to Fontainebleau, where the Court then 
was, and before one of the King's Notaries, ap- 
plied the Money to charitable Ufes. » 
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even a Sufpicion of the Puritj of Intention: 
Whoever proteds or cornmends Virtue for the 
Sake of Virtue, or who condemns and Uamei 
Vice as Vice, aAs without Artifice, Singuhritft 
Pride, or AfFc£btion ) he neither reproics 
dogmatically and iententioufly, nor flmp- 
]y, nor fatyrically j he never makes his Ad- 
monitions a Scene to divert the Publick» but 
ihev/3 a good Example, and thus in all the 
Beauty of Candour acquits himfelf of his Duty. 
He bears no Part in the Ladies Vlfits \ he docs 
not help out the News-monger, nor gives the 
Drolc Matter for a plcafant Tale. The Good 
he does is, indeed, a little Icfs known, but Good 
Ivj does, and !ic louks no further. 

The Great furely cannot like the firft Agtt 
i?f the World \ they make entirely againft thera \ 
to fee that the reft of the World are all diftant, 
Relations mull be extremely gauling to them. 
Mankind compofe together but one Family} 
all the Diftercnce is, we are more or Icfe re. 
lilted. 

* Ttrcfrnii is very fprucc in his Drcfs, and goes 
abroad tricked up like a Ludy ; while lie is at his 



* M. //' //rt;7«7V AicKbldvop of Parh^ who died fuJ- | 
dcx.'h' at one of Ui^ Co^iv^XT^ V'Aw:c^. \ 
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-OlafS) lie fettles his Eyes and adjufts his Couih 
tenance, that every one may meet the unmean** * 
ifig SftiBes and humble Looks which he bad be- 
fore pra^ltfed. When he is in the ££7//, he turns 
ta the Right, where the Crbwd is, or to the 
iiefti wh^re there is nobody ; iie falutes thofe 
Vbo are there, and thofe who are not ; he em- 
braces the firfl Man in his Way, nins his Head 
into his Bofom^ and then asks his Name. A 
Pcrfon wanting his Intereft in an eafy Affair, 
waits on him, and begs it. Theopus fccms to 
l^ear him favourably, and to be raviflicd that he 
can be ferviceable to him; but when the other 
comes to the Point, and lays open his Cafe, he 
tells him that 4ie cannot concern himfclf in it, 
and that if he were in his Station, he wpould be 
Tenfible of the Motive. The difappointcd 
X^Iient goes out, waited on, carefled, compli- 
mented, and almoft content with fuch a cere* 
momious Denial. 

He muft have a very bad Opinion of Men, 
and yet know them well, to believe he can im- 
poie on them, with feigned Carcflcs, and long 
-fend barren Promifes. 

Pampbilus docs not converfe with the People 
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be meett in the Hall, or sit the public Wallui 
but by his Gravity and Voice, feems to be ad- 
mitting tbem into his Prefence, giving them Au- 
dience ; then difiniiling them. He has a Parcel 
of Terms, at once civil and haughty, a courte" 
ous Inipcrioufne(s, without any DiftindioOf 
a falfe Dignity, which debafes him, and ^YGS 
bis Friends no little Uneaiinefs. 

• 
Pamphilus is full of his own Merit, and keeps 

himfelf always in view, with fucceffive Ueai 
of his Grandeur, Alliances, Employments, 
and Quality ; he collefts them all together when 
he is for appearing iji his meridian Glory j then 
it is, viy Order ^ my Blue Ribbon , which he dif- 
plays or hides with equal Oftentation. In fliort 
PcnKphiius would be great, he believes he is fo, 
he is not, no further than Mimickry it. If at 
any time he fmiles on an Inferior, or a Wit, 
he chufes his Time fo well, that he is never 
catchcd in fuch a difgraceful Familiarity ; were 
hcfurprifed in anyCondefcenfion to a Perfonwho 
is not rich, or powerful, or a Prime Minifter's 
Friend, Relation, or Domeftick ; he bluflies up 
to the Ears ; he is void of Commiferation, inex- 
orably fevcre to him who has not made his For- 
tune. One Day he fees you in the Drawing- 
Room, and fhuns you ; the next, if hz finds you 
in a kk publick Flace^Qi \hw^Vv ^vxblvclf^ if in the 
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Company of Men of Rank, he Confidently comes 
tip to you, and fays, Yefterday you would not 
look at me ; then leaves you bluntly to accoft a 
Lord : And fometimes if he finds you with them, 
hewillcarrythem away, and leaveyoutojrourfdf* ' 
Meet himat another Timey he will not Hop ; you 
muft run after him, and talk fo loud as to expofe 
yourfelf to all within hearing. Thus the Pam" 
fbibif^ are in Life as on & Stage, a Species nur- 
tured in FaUhood, who hate nothing more than 
to be natural, frivolous A£tors of a Comedy. 

We can never fay enough of tbcPafnphilus's y 
they are fervile and timorous before Princes 
and their Minifters, proud and over-bearing to 
fuch as have nothing but Virtue to recommend 
them : dumb and confounded before the Learn- 
ed, loquacious, forward and poHtive, before the 
Ignorant; they talk of War to h Lawyer, 
of Politicks to a Banker, of Hiftory to Wo- 
men, among the Do£lors they are Poets, and 
among Poets Mathematicians ; they do not 
trouble themfelves with Maxims,- and leis 
with Principles, tliey live at random, puflied 
and driven on by the Gale of Favour ; and the 
Impulfe of Plcafure ; the have no Sentiments 
properly their own, borrowing tliem as theif 
want them ; and he to whom <iv^^ vj\^^. "^^j:^^^ 



felvcs, Is neither wife, learned, nor virtuousi 
but a Man of Falhion. 

We have a fruidefs Jcaloufy» and an iin* 
potent Hatred againft the Men in Power, which 
fo far from revenging us on their Splendour 
uid Elevation, aggravate our natural Mifcry 
with the galling Load of another's Happinefs; 
What is to be done againft this malignant 
Contagion, this incvcterate Difeafe of the felf- 
tormenting Soul ? Let us be contented with 
little, and if poffible with lefs j let us learn 
on a proper Occaiion to put up with Lofles, 
the Receipt is infallible, and I refolve to try 
it. By this Means I fpare myfelf the Trouble 
of civilizing a Door-keeper, and mollifying 
a Clerk ; of being pufhcd back from a Gate by 
innumerable Crowds of Clients and Courtiers, 
of whom a Minifter's * houfe empties itfelf 
fcveral times a Day ; of repining in an Anti-, 
chamber, and ftammcring out a juft Requeft, 
and fwcating with fear of a Denial j of bearing 
with his Statelincfs, his Grin, and Laconifm\ 
now I neither envy nor hate him any more I 
he begs nothing of me nor I of him j we are 
equal, uulcfs perhaps he is never quiet, and I 
am continually fo. 



* Mi. ie LGtt<uots« 
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If the Great have frequent Opportunities to 
d« us good, they have feldom the Will ; and 
if! they, would injure us, it is not always in 
their Power : Thus the Worfhip we pay them, 
isk often ill -grounded, if Hope or Fear are the 
oaly'Motives^ A Man may live a long while 
wikhout depending on them in the leai):, or be- 
ing indebted to them for his good, or their 
being the Inftruments of his bad Fortune: 
We ought to Honour them as they are great 
and we little, fiiice there are others lefs thaq 
curfelves, who honour us. 

The fame Paflions, the fame Wcaknefles, 
the fame MeannefTes, the fame Freaks, the 
fame Piques in Families, Quarrels among Re- 
lations, the fame Envies and Antipathies pre- 
vail at Court and in the City : You find every 
where Daughters-in-law, Mothers-in-law, Huf- 
bands and Wives, Divorces, Ruptures, and 
Complaints ; every where different Humours, 
Heats, Partialities, falfe Reports and Scandal;^ : 
An obfervant Eye eafily fees the Canaille 
of St. Denni^Jlreetj that monrtrous Place ! at 
VnfaStles or I^antainbleau. Here they imagine 
to hate with more Haughtinefs, and perhaps 
with more Decorum; they deftroy one another: 

vnth more Politcnels and Mdtd^\ ^<vt \^>S:- 



putes are more eloquent, and they fcold with 
more Compofurc and* Purity ; they do not in- 
jure the Phmfeology of the Language, they 
only oflEcnd Men or blaft their Reputations i if 
the exteriour of Vice here is fpecious, ,at thjB 
bottom, it is the fame as among the defpifed 
Vulgar, the fame Bafcnefs, Rancour and Tur- 
pitude. I^hefe Men fo preeminent by their 
Birth, Rank or Dignity ; ihefe profound and 
fagacious Head -pieces ; thefe Women fo witty 

■ 

and polite, are no other than the Vulgar, tho' 
the Vulgar is what they all execrate. 

The Word Vulgar ineludes Multitudes; 
it is a compreheniive Expref&on, and we may 
%c furprized to fee whom it contains, and 
how far it extends. Vulgar in Oppofitionto 
the Great, fignifies the Mob and Commona- 
lity, but as oppoicd to ^wife, able and vir- 
tuous Men, Vulgar includes as well the Grqit 
as the Little. 



The Great are governed by Senfation; va-. 
cant Souls, on whom every thing imnaedifmf 
makes aftrong Impreifion ; when uijrfKjilig. 
happens, at firfl: they talk of it too much j|^ ^^^ . 
after they talk of it lefs, and thei^ Aip^^fi; j||^ 
mr ev^ Willi DcfigUi Condu£l^ ^f ^ ^ wfl jir 
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ibrgot: Expect not from them Amendments 
Reflection, Gratitude or Reward. 

We are carried to two oppofite Extremes 
with refpeft to certain Perfons ; Satires af»<r 
they are deaJ, fly about among thj fpiplitful 
People, while the flattering Pu!j:itt echo wit!i 
their Praife; fjmctimes they dcfiivc rviri-'r 
Libels nor Funeral Orations, aiid /bniCilinc^ 
both. 

The lefs we talk o/ the Great and P(/W- 
crful, the better 5 what good we Jay of thcni 
is often Flattery : It is dangerous to fpeak ilJ 
of them while living, it is bate to infult over 
them when dead. 



Of the Sovereign^ or Conflitu- 

tion, 

-fTT-Hen we haVe run through all Forms of 
▼ T Government^ without Partulit„ ta 
that we were born tinder, we a« n . VA 
with.which to fide i they are «ll ^o 
oC Good «ad £wl : It U AertBift 
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fonaUe and fafe to value that of our' evNl 
Country above all others^ and to fubmtt to it.' 

There is no Occafion for Skill and Talents 
ia the cxercife of Tyranny \ the Politicks 
of which confifl only in bloodfhed are plam and 
concife : To murder every one who thwarts our 
Ambition is the capital Maxim; and where 
is the difficulty of this to one naturally fan* 
guinary ? This is indeed the moft barbarous 
and dctedable way to fupport or aggrandize 
ourfielves. 

It is a fure and ancient Maxim in PoKticks« 
that to humour the People in enervating theixi- 
felves with expenfivePleafures and Feafls, Shews 
and Luxury, Pomp and Delicacy^ to alienatCt 
them from what is folid and praife* worthy^ 
and coBtrive Baits for their depraved Fanci^ 
is to make the greateft Advance! to a Defpo* 
tick Power. 

Under an Arbitrary Government, Intereff, 
Honour, and the Service of the Prince, fup- 
ply the place of Love to our Country. 

To innovate, or introduce any Alteratptoris 
in a State, the Time is rather to be confider^ 
than the A3.ionit(c\t -, t.^ta %i% Come Goa* 
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junftures whca nothing is to be attempted on 
the People, and there are others when every 
thing may with fure Succefs : To-day yon 
may fubvcrt ^ ibe Rights, Franchizes and 
Privileges of a Town; but to-morrow you 
muft not fo much as thing of altering the Sigaa 
of their Houfes, 

In publick Commptrons we cannot conceive 
how they (hou)d ever be appeafed ; nor in 
€fuiet Times imagine as little, whence Dl- 
fiurbances fhould arife* 

A Government connives at fome Evils, as 
preventive of greater. Others there are, which 
though originally an Abufe and ill Cuftom, are 
|efs pernicious in their Confcquences, than would 

l^e a jufter Law, or a more reafonable Cuftom. 
'There is a fort of Evil curable by Novelty an<i 
Change, which of iifelf often proves a very 
dangerous one. Other Evils there are, hid as 
it were under Ground, like Ordure iri'a coni- 
mon Shore \ thefe, if raked into, exhale Poi - 
fon and Infamy : And it is often a Qiieflion 
among the wifeft Men which is preferable, the 
Knowledge or the Ignorance of them. The 
State fomctimes tolerates one gccat Evil, to 
ke^p out Millions of lefs Mifchiefs and Incoa* 
v^iencies^ which by the tui[figttSEi<^u ^S. "Csnsc^ 

O ^ ^"^^ 
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Evil would be inevitable, and even withoutRe- 
mcdy. Some there are, which though hurtful 
to particular PerC^nSi tend to the good of the 
PLihlic, though the Public is nothing elfe than all 
thcfc particular Perlbns : So there are perfonal 
Evils, which turn to and Aggrandizement 
of a Faniiiy. Alio there are others which 
ctTlicl, ruin and diihonour Families, but con- 
ducw* uy the Frcfcrvation and Advantage of 
or tl)e Stfitc or Government. Some there are 
which lubvcrt Governments, and ere£l otheci 
upon their Ruins ; and Inftances are not wai- 
ting in HiAory, that vaft Empires have been 
utterly extirpated and defiroyed, merely to 
divcrlify and bring a change on the Face of tbe 
Univerfe. 

That Ergafius is rich, that he has a good 
Pack of Hounds, that he is the Inventor of a 
great many new Fafhions, and a Regulator of 
Equipages s that he wantons in Superfluities; 
what is all this to the State ? Is a particular 
Intereft to be conlidercd when the Public isin 
Queftion ? If is fome Comfort to a lo)ral Peo- 
ple, undec onerous Impofls, to know that it 
is for the Service and Grandeur of their 
Prince, and to enrich lirii alone; they 
cliearfully bear thefc Inconvenicncies; as to 
ErgaftuSy they do not think themfelvcs at all 
oWi<^cd to couUfvbuXt to\\\^ YoxVMSvsi, 



War pleads- its Andquity from all Ages,. 
2t has always clogged the World with Wi- 
dows and Orphans, drained Families of Heirs^ 
and deftroyed Biothers in die fame Battle*. 
Young Soytcowr ! How do I mourn thjr Fall^. 
tiie Loft of thy Virtue and Modefty, of thy 
opening Genius^, fagpcious^ li)fty and focial P 
I muft bewail that untimely Deaths which re- 
moved- thee to thy magnanimous Brother, and 
ihatched thee from a- Court, where thou hadft 
enly time to (hew thyfelf : Oh- Misfortune^ 
ever deplonible and yet common J For Men. 
iii idl Ages have agreed to deftroy,. plundcfkr 
and butcher one anoAer> for a Tra£t of Land,* 
or a paccel of Houfes, or an= empty Pun&illib> 
which to accckmpliih with the greater cectainty- 
and difpatch, they have invented curioiisi* 
Rules and Engines of Deftru&iony. which^ 
they odL the Art o£ War \ the Pradlice ot 
iriaich is^ rewarded with the higheft F^nours,, 
and moftfplendid fiLeputation ^ thuf every Aga 
improves in the Art of Defolatvpn.^ The In- 
jnftiae of the firft Men was the primary Oc- 
cafion of Wars, an Origine fuitable to fuch a^ 
monftfioufi. Pra&icc,. and hence alfo. Tyrarmy.^ 
kit could they have been content with th^ic: 
mm^x and jjot viobt^d their "K A'^>aQ>xt^'^to^ 
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percy, t-ie World would have enjoyed an ua« 
interrupted Repofc and Liberty. 

■ . 
* They who fit peaceably by their own Fires, 
interchange V^fits with their Frienda^ and enjoy 
thenifch'cs in a fecure Part of the Towm, at a 
Didancc from all Danger of their Lives or 
Edatcs, are the Men that generally breathe 
Fire and Sword with moft Ardour, taD^ing 
continually of Warsj Pillages, Conflagrai^ioni 
and Mafiacrcs ; they are quite out of Patiencey 
at two Armies being in the Field and not ipeet- 
ing; or if in Sight, that they do not engage I 
or if they engage, that the Fight was not moie 

■ ■ ■ 

bloody, and that there were only ten thoMfand 
Men killed upon the Spot : Thefe are fume- 
times fo far infatuated, that they would rifque 
tlieir d^areft Concerns, their Reppfe and Safety, 
out of a pafHonate Love of Change, and extrar 
vagant Rclifh of Novelty ; nay, fome of them 
in their Frenzy, would be content to fee the 
Enemy at the very Gates of the City> BitaTicA- 
does thrown up, and Chains drawn acrols the 

Streets, for the Satisfaction of hearing and telt* 
ingNews, 



• Tiift ISeii vltoii^pu 
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f The timorous Demophllus here on- mj 
»ight Hand is in an. Agony, "and cries all io 
loft, we are oa the Brink of Ruin, how ciiii 
lire refift: fo ftrong and fo.gencral a Confederacy ? 
which way can we, I dare not fay overcome^, 
but make head ag^inft fo many and fuch power- 
ful Enemies T all FTiftorv does not afford one 
Ihftance- A-Hcro, an jfchilles muft give way :. 
Befides', adds he,, we have been guilty of many 
grois Errors in, our Management.; I am furc of 
it, I have been a Soldier jnyfelf, I know whatr 
Battlbs are, and have improved very, much by 
reading. Then he falls to crying up Olivier It 
Daim ai^d Jacques C(»ur :. They were Men after 
my own Heart, fays he ; they were Miniftcrs 
indeed. He retails his News, which is furc tc* 
' be the moft dlfadvantageous ai:d melancholy 
that can be fcrgjed: Now. a Party is fallen into- 

. Ae Enemy's Ambufcade, and are cut in Pieces ; 
prefently fame of our Troops {hut up hi ai 

. Caftle, furrender at Difcreiion, and. are all 
gut to the Sword.; fliould you tell hini this 
Report, is- falfe,. or wants Confirmation,, it is 
all true>,he replies y and bcfides, fuch a Genei^al^ 

+ The Abbot St. He/ene, wha was diffatitftdi 
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is killcJ ; and though you truly afliire bfof 
chat he is but (lightly wounded, he deplores his 
Death, pities the Widow and Children, and 
bemoans his own Lofs ; He has lofl a good 
Friend and a y^earty Patron, He tells jou the 
German Horfe are inTinciblc, turns pole if 
you but name the Imperial Cuiraffiers. If we 
attack that Place, continues he, we fhaB be 
obliged to raife the Siege ; either we fhall ftand 
OH the dcfenfire, without cemii^ td sn» 
Aflion ; but if we do, we fhall certainly have 
the woHl of \t\ and if we are beaten, then- he 
cries, the Enemy will be at onr Frontiers i 
from thence Deniophilus brings them pktfentl^ 
into the Heart of the Kingdom. He fancies 
the Bells ring an Alarm, he is in pain for his 
Efl:ate, his Cry is, whither fhall I remooreiny 
Money, my EiFeAs and Family ? fhafl I efcape 
to the Swifs Cantons, or Venice i 

But the {^nguinc Bajilides * on my left niifcs 
an Army of 3000CO Men in H Minute, he 
will not abate you a fmgle Trqpp : Hehas a Lift 
of the Squadrons, Battalions, Generals and 
Officers, not omitting the Artillery and Bag- 
gage* He affigns all tbcfe Forces their Depart* 
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nfs ; leisie tc fei^rs >.to G.r^fnn^ -.fhrr. i 

f, a icner ffcrrhePr^^jf^r, irni Tinfi-ir.r*! 

refl bcvcrrii £ea •. He kaow^ 4iic;r MArri;i*t, 
can tdl what the are ro <io, and 'vhar •f.i?y 
1 dos Tov WQuid chink lie had *he <«ni^'" 
•, or were the Minifter'.i Contiii^nr. \f •.« 
eraies are beaten* and lole ahoiit *en ^. ' J:»fi^ 
», he potkiveiy avers it was rhfitv. *r.: -x-' 
iytbtrty; for hrs Numbers ant t.air>:s** n 
id, and eestarn, as if he haii Uie )«tr .r.rfi^ 
dee. Tell him in ihe Aic>rn/nr.r jne adf'* 

a pBultry Village, he not oniv '«:/:4 v* -y- 
b hiiniblf to the Gnefbr lie -« t /-jwr -, 
incr, bet ftdbj and »f he V.5. r i ir • 

anj Appetite*' If we i«si«?/t ♦ "^^ .'-# - 
yftrong, rcpdailv fcrr.r»i- ^r:/: i»-<. ?/>'#:' 
h Anunamtion and Prr^t/rt/.r. ^.4^ v- -/'. 
rifon* ccmraandei \'r * *.-.-. <«».i..it«.: '^, 
al; he teik tci :r^t l-,** . .<£, ,.. * -^ 
ts, wants Fiwi'STj ar/i VK^^f,- . t^ /,,, 
ience; and *ijA v^r* jr ^ ^ s » £ 
eight Dav^ cc*^. 7 rtv. -»:. ^^ ^ ^^ .^ 
le he rum hisr-ftjf *:,«:: ^v h -u,*. ^,,- ,,, ,^ 
overed a 1-rJ.t. '-t v^-^r. .,.. ^ 
cy arc b«Lter^ tvu. . r-.^^.. o.;....c-,. 

General ar.d I'.-^r ^jiks^j.f a s A . 
c of thcia ire kiJcc • '- m.:c , «. .,.v-/... i 
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Fortune, favours the Bold, and the Game is 
our own : Then he (Its down and rcfts after 
this extraordinary Ncws> which,, unluckiljr, 
is attended with this Ciccumftance,. that there 
has not been any Battle- He aiTuces us further^ 
that fuch a Prince t» dreading our Arms, has 
quitted the Confederacy^ and. a fecond is in^ 
clined to follow fuch a prudent Examples he 
l>c]ievcs firmiy, with, the Populace, that the 
third is dead, and names you the Place of his 
Interment > and even, when the whole Town is 
undeceived,, will perfift to lay Wagers on iU 
He has unqucftionable Intelligence, lii^tTeckUj 
is very fuccefbful againft the £m{^pr,y.that the 
Grand Signior is making formidable Preparer 
tions, will not hear of a. Peace, and that the 
Vizier will once more fit down before Kienna-i 
he is in an Kxtafy,. he claps- his Hands foic Joy^ 
perfuaded that all is Fa£^. The Triple Allir 
ance is a CW-^^rz/i with him, and the Enemies 
only fo many Monfters to be knocked on the 
Head : He talks of nothing but Laurels, Tri- 
umphs and Trophies ;. hisr Expreffions, in conk* 
mon Talk,, are no, leis than Otar Augufl Htr^ 

f The Duke of Saixtyi the King oT^/infl; thf 
King of England^ for which jyublic Kejoic^gi wer« 
joadcatiVif.. 
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mtr Mighij Pctaitatej our Ifn4snllf AInsret. He 
is above fudi a cold mean-fpliited way c{ Talk- 
ing, as 7^f Ejug has a greet nanj Efsnmes^ itim 
are pffwerful^ ibej are united a^d ixajferatedp 
be kas overisme them^ endy 1 hope^ wil akv,:ys 
overcome ttem. This Stile, too bold and dcdfive 
for Demspbilus^ with BafiUdis v ants Spirit ani 
Loyalty ; his Head is fu!! of loftier Thought^; 
he is planning Infcriptions, triiinspha! Arches 
and Pyramids, to adorn the Capiczl againft the 
Conqueror''s public Entr}* ; and as foon as he 
hears that the Armies are in frght of each other^ 
er a Town b inveiled, he orders his Robte to 
he aired agunft the Te Deum. 

'■".*■■ • 

An Affair which is to be diicufled and ad- 

jufted by the Plenipotentiaries of crowned 
Heads and Repubhcks, whom it has drawn to- 
gether, muft needs be of uncommon Intricacy^ 
if the concluding of it requires a longer Time 
than the fettling of the Preliminaries, nay, 
even than only the Regulation of Precedency, 
Rank, and odier fuch weighty Ceremonies. 

A pabltck Minifter, or a Plenipotentiary, is 
a Camekon^ a Pratheus -, fometimes like a cua- J 
ning Gameller, he ihews no Motion or 
Temper, as well as te perplex tiic ConjeAtirea 



3©s( The GfaraSfiTTy ar 

and Attention of others, as to prevent any Sk^ 
crct efcaping through^is own Paifion or Weak«^ 
Befi $ he is always ready to put on the Dif- 
guile moft neceflary to his Defigns^ and very 
trtfully appeart what it is his Intereft to be- 
thought. So when he defigns to diflembb* 
that his- Mafter is very formidable^ or very low,, 
he is referved and inflexible^ to awe any largie 
Demands r or eafy and complaifant^ To as to^ 
cncouc^ aikingy. that he may turn the Ta-^ 
kles upon his Adverfaries*. At other Times ei- 
ther he is myfterious and fubtxley xb conceal a. 
Truth in the very Intimation of it^ becaUfe it 
concerns him that it fhould come from hinv 
but not be credited ; or elfe he is- free and open^ 
that whenever he ihall have Occafion to dif* 
fcipble what muft be kept fecrct, it may be 
thought that he has difcovcred whatever he 
kiiows^ He talks .fluently at Random, tp> 
excite others to talk, or hinder their fay-^ 
iag what he does not defire to hear,, or ac-» 
qualntlng him with what he fhould not know*. ' 
He runs into indifferent I'hings, which alter 
or deflroy each other,^ to leave his Hearers at a« 
I^ofs betwixt Confidence and Diftruft ; or he 
is ibdate and filent, to engage others to talk : 
He hears a long while that he may afterwards . 
pdk with Welglit ami Su^cxk>fvtj, that he inaj 
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xnity, urges the Reafons why he cannot hea^ 
ken to thcni) and warmly endeavours to did* 
blc thofe which they alledge for their DeniaL 
He is equally eager to magnify the Trifles ho 
oft'crs^ as to undervalue what they are wil* 
ling to grant. He feigns extraordinary Prof*- 
fus, which beget a Diihud, and oblige them 
t«j rcjefl what indeed, if accepted, would not 
be performed : This alfo fervcs to colour bis 
exorbitant Demands, and to load his AntagOA 
nifls with the Blame of his Refufal : He grants 
more than they can a(k, to get more than bp 
is to give. He (hews himfelf very backwaid 
to trivial Conceffions to obviate any Demands 
of more Importance. If he is perfuaded tmjpsit 
with any Thing, it is on fuch Conditions,. that 
the Advantages of it are balanced ta bidii 
He dire£Uy or indireflly efpoufes thclntereft of 
an Ally, if he finds it at the fiime. time condu*^ 
civc to advance his own Pretenilons. He taJfcs 
of nothing but Pe;ice and Alliances, tlie publick 
Good and Tranquility ^ in all which he meai|i 
only his Mailer's Intcreft. Sometimes he t^ 
concilcs clafhing Parties, at other Times he 
divides thofe he found united ^ he intimidate! 
the Powerful and encourages the Weak: Hd 
draws feveral weaker States into a League 
againft s^ mpre powerful one, under the Pi^ 
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tence of an Equilibre ; ht x,i^ • 
mcr to turn the Scsl-, bat his A£ 
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Ways a dear Contrail. Hr kr.c-sr: V *• :: ^ :rc 
©n thofe with whcm he treiiT!* r* ii_nr^V 
enfnares them with the ill-r.rr Zi: r •/ p.: • jrt 
Advantage, of Riches 2.r.i Kic.-rs j: ?*l'•^-l:^: 
a little Eafinefs, which will r.:t -r. im -:::^ *i."T 
from their Inftrudions^rcr o:^r-:r2.:.f:i'!» Jiri:« 
tions of their Pr li.cipsli. A- zz'iz zn r:i -^ zjl 
be thouirht iniDrezr.iblc cr. tr-s £.:.-:, i^t :-.tri -i 
feme fmall Leaning towzri: r-s i.'sr- 1 .r* ij-is. rr 
this he difcovers their cx;ir liitr.-: Vjtv"-i«ifir 
Deiignf) Dirpofitio22S ani Dri'^adsr.'iss. v:ai:i 
lie turns to his own Aiviinge, "».i:- i:.* Jkse 
Dexterity which helped nlzi u. tr-t L;\Ji:-tr7. 
If he is a Lofer in anr Article, he vl Ttr: m^ 
morous, if he is not, he i* vet l--der, a^i : ^3 
the Injured on their Ji-ftiscLticr. i-^t L>tf«rii^ 
All his Meafures arc concert^ rj-s :isrpi ire 
pointed out, and bis most ciir.-t!: A:v:.-,:*| 
prefcribed by his Court; )et ir. tht r^vvi cr- 
ficult Points, and moft cor.teitec A:: c -:, i-ie 
behaves as if all was vcl-rtir/, iri ft Ac- 
quicfcence flowed from himfi.;. 1: ir,* • -.*. --- i 
forry to tell the Aflembly, t'-at .-rt cirti =;* 
engage that the Propofa!* will :«e >^^f'. -f-i* 
and tliat his Mafter wiH nvt li^wr. ; \ ?*tp- 

■ 

cccdings. By h'> Emiffiirlcst \ii t'^'-iafc-V-* V** 
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Reports concerning the general Subject of bis 
Inftruciions, having befldes feme particular 
Orders} thefe he never produces, but at Ex- 
tremities, for which they are calculated. A)l 
.his Intrigues are of a folid and fubfiantial 
Tendency, for which he willingly throws up 
imaginary Points of Honour. He has a great 
deal of Self-government, he is inured to Re- 
folution and Patience \ ke fatigues and difcou- 
rages others, but is himfelf indefatigable. He 
anticipates all Delays and Reproaches, Jealous 
iies and Sufpicions, Dfficultics and ObflaclO) 
fully perfuaded, that Time and a right Ufe cf 
Events, will bring Things and Tempers juft 
where he would have them. He pretends a 
fecret Intereft for breaking off his Negotiatidii, 
when he paifionately defires its Continuancci 
but, on the contrary, when he has Orders to 
ufe his laft Endeavours for diflolving it,, te 
thinks the beft Way to eiFe£l It is to prefs.itr 
Continuance, and infifl: on a quicker Difpatdk 
After fome fignal Event, he afFc&. Pride or 
Facility, as beft fcrvcs his Turn; and if lie 
was fo pcrfpicacious as to fore(ee it, he tempo* 
rifes as it afFc^ the State which he ferves, and 
models himfelf by Emergencies. He takes Ui 
Meafures (rom Time, Place, andOccafion^hvi 
own Strength or Wcakncfs, the GeniHs of ttie 
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Nations with which he treats, and the partial- 
lar Tempers and Talents of therr Mhiifters* 
All his Maxims and Defigns, all his Fincfles 
tend only to prevent being deceived, and td 
4ccetV£ othen. 

■ ■ . ■ I 

The Humour of thp French Nation requires 
Gravity in their Sovereign. 

■• It is one of the Misfortunes of a Prince to be 
ovcrburthened with Secrets, the Communica* 
tion of them being dangerous ; and Aiperlatively 
fa^ppy is he who has found a faithful Confident, 
to whom he may fafely unbofom himfelf *• 

. A Prince wants only the Pleafure of private 
Life to compleat his Happinefs ; a Lofs that 
nothing can compenfatc, hut the Fidelity of 
liis fele£l Friend% and the Applaufe of rejoicing 
Sybjc^b. 

•, A Mcmarch who dcfervedly fills a Throne, 

$f|d9 it extremely pleafant to lay afide his 

G^jindeur^ to quit the- Theatre, throw away 

ti|e Buskins, and a£t a more familiar Part 

with a Confident. 



* Madam di Maintenon* 
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Nothing condaces more to the Honoiur of a 
Pruicc than the Modefty of his Favourite. 

No Ties of Friendfhip or Con&nguinity af- 
^c£t a Favourite ; he is without Relation or Con- 
nc£lion. Amidft Kindred and Relations, he 
fttnds detached and feparate from all. 

Certainly a Favourite, who is not loft to 
Delicacy and Virtue, muft be often vexed and' 
confufed at the glaring Adulations, the grovel- 
ing Attentions and impertinent Refpo6b of his 
Sullicitants, playing about him like, but not 
with the -Fidelity of, Spaniels; and no doubt, 
he laughs heartly at them in private, to make 
himfclf amends for the Trouble they put him 

to, in public, 
■f 

♦ Ye who are in high Pofts, ye public 
Minifters or Favourites, give me leave to ad- 
vife you. Intruft not the Care of your Memory 
with your Progeny, expeA not they will pre-* 
fcrve the Luftre of your auguft Names f ' Titles 
lake Wing, the Princess Favour is traafient^ 



• Cardinal (TJmhoife, Pnme Minifter to lenvis XII. 
and Cardinal Richiieut the much more celebrated ' 
Miniftcr of Lf-iw XIII. 

t The Heirs oiJUchUtu and Maxaritn. ^ * ~ 

I Honours 
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Honours leave their Poflcflbrs, Riches dif- 
perie thomfclres, and Merit degenerates : 
It is true, you have Children worthy yourfclvcs, 
and capable of maintaining the Charadler you 
leave them, but can you promife to yourfelf 
this Happinefs in your Grand-children ? Will 
you not believe me ? Deign to caft your Eyes 
for once on fome Men, at whom your Con- 
tempt immediately rifcs ! they are defcendcd 
from the very Men (great as you arc) whom 
you fucceed. Be virtuous and affable ; and if 
you ask what more is neceflary, I roundly 
tell you, Virtue and Humanity infure a lading 
and amiable Fame, and are independent on your 
Pofterity ; by thefe your Name will be in fra- 
grancy whiHl the Monarchy endures ; and when 
future Generations (hall walk over the Ruins 
of your ftrongeft Caftles, and nobleft P2difict5^ 
the Idea of your Worth will ftill charm their 
Minds, they will grudge no Price to collect 
Medals and Pourtraits of you: Thi5, they will 
fay, is the Effigies of a Man that dared to fpeak 
to his Prince with equal Truth, Force, and 
Frfiedom, and was more afraid of injuring than 
difpleafmg him * : He alloNATcJ him to be a ge- 
nerous and benign Prince, ilie Father of his 



Cardinal d'Jmloi/e. 

Country, 
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Countiy, and to fay try good Cifj^ fif^ goo4, ^9 

fk. The other Pbrfon f you Tee pau^ted'din 

with a bold Coantenance, an auftere ao4 ^ 

jeftick Air, fifes in Reputation every Ve^rj.^ 

g^eateft Pditictans cannot conie in Cbfn||ftitii<i| 

with him : His capital Scheme was to cftaMiH 

the Authority of the Prince, and the Safc^ ^< 

the People, by humbling the Nobility ^ fiooi 

this, neither the Oppofitions of coqibJAC 

Parties, Confpiracies, Treafons, theDafiau< 

Death, nor his own Infirmities were ab^ t 

divert him; he accomplifhed it, and''j| 

had Time enough Vb enter upon a moi 

noble and arduous Enterprize, fince perfued an 

ccmpleated by one of our beft and greats 

Princes, Lewis XIV. that is, the Extirpatio 

of Herefy. 

* The moft plaufible and the leaft fulpefix 
Snare, that ever was laid for great Men by die 
Servants, or for Kings by their Miniften, h: 
been the Advice to liquidate their Debts, at 
enrich themfclvcs. An admirable Maxim,' 
Counfel worth a Treafure, a Mine of Gold, 
Peruy at Icaft to thofe who have hitherto bi 
the Addrcfs to inftil it into their Matters. 

■ I I I— — P<IN 

f Richlieu, 

* Tb^ htxf M. Celiirt, in advifing the King 
t])e Difcharge of the Fund on the Town-Houle 
JWis, whereby many Familieft wen xuificd. 

; Happ 
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Happy indeed is that Nation, whofe Prince 
choofes the very fame Perfons for his Confidents 
and Miaiilers, whom the People themfelve^ 
would have chofen^ had die Choice been in 
their Power *• 

+ The Knowledge of the Detail of Affairs, and 
a diligent Attention to the more minute Con* 
cems of the Commonwealth, are efTcntial to a 
good Admlniftration, tho' too much negledlcd 
by Kings and their Miiiiilcrs in thcfc latter Ages: 
»Tis a Knowledge greatly to be dcfircd in the 
Prince that's ignorant of it, and higlily tobe ap- 
plauded in him who has made it his Study. In 
efFc6l, what does it fi«jnifv to the Eafc jndTran- 
quillity of the Subjcfts, that their Prince ex- 
tends the Bounds of his Empire into the Ter- 
ritories of his Enemies; that their Sovcraigniies 
are reduced to Provinces of his Kingdom ; that 
he takes FortrciTes, and gains Battles ; that 
the befl: fortify'd Camps aitord no S4Kuri- 
fy againft him; that the neighbouring Nati- 
ctfis aik Aid of one anotlicr, and enter iiit^ 
Leagujs to defend themfclves, and oppofe his 
Career; that their Confederacies are vain; that 
hc*s continually advancing, and ftiil victorious j 
that their laft Hopes are fruftratcd by the Rcco- 



• Mr. di Pomfsnnt. f '^^ '^^"S- 

P ve^f 
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very of fuch a vigorous Health and CohAitutSon 
in the Monarch, as fecure him. the Pleafure of 
fceinp: the young Princes his Grand-Children 
maintain and inhance his Glory ; of feeing them 
head Armies to VivElory and Gonqueft^ and 
command old and experienced Officers rather 
by their military Talents and Merit, than by 
the Privilege of their Royal Birth ; of feeing 
them tread in the Steps of their vi£lorioiu^ Fa- 
ther, imitating his Mildnefs, Gemency, Juftice, 
Vigilance, and Magnaniniity ? What fignifics 
it to me, in a word, that my Sovereign is fuc- 
cefbfiil ; that the prudent Management of his 
Miniftcrs, nay, that his perfonal Merits exalt 
him to the higheft Pitch of Glory j that my 
Country is powerful, that it is the Terror of all 
the neighbouring Nations : What fhall I, or any 
of myFellow-SubjeSs, be the better for all thefe 
•vaunted Atchievements, or what real Joy could 
they give me if I labour'd under the difmal Bur- 
then of Poverty and OpprefEon ? If, while I 
was fecur'd from the Incurfions of the Enemyy I 
Vras exposed within the Walls of our Cities to 
the Barbarity of an Aflaffin? If Rapine and Vio- 
lence were by Night lefs to be feared in the 
wildeft Defarts, than at Mid-day in our Streets? 
If Wifdom, Cleanlinefs, and Order, had not 
rendered our Cities fo delightful^ and had not 

added 
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«dded to Plenty the quiet and fifi: l^njoyiivnt 
rf the Pleafures of friendly lalLTajuirc \ ()i| if 
being weak and dcfcnccIeO, I was uu to.ichcd upon 
by every neighboitring great Man ? ll il\t:rc was 
not Pro^fton made to (;rotc£l mc at>iiiif( lu^ In - 
jttftice ; if I had not at hand fo man) M^idv:! i, x\v\ 
and thofe eminent Madcrs, to breed up my 
Children in Arts and Sciences, I)y wliiih tin:/ 
may one Day make fome Figure \\\ Life ; il ibe 
Improvement of Trade did ju>t fuinifl) mc with 
- decent Cloathing, and whoI'.rMijc Kt)od at :i 
rcafonable Rate ; if^ to conclude, the(J;ir':of 
my Sovereign had not given mc as much Hcaluii 
to be as well contented with nvj Fortune, u.'k hi:; 
extraordinary Vinurrj muit needs make him 
with his own. 

Eight or ten thouf-nd Men sire to a Prl;;cc 
like Money; with their Lives he buys a J'own 
or Vidory: But if he i.> fparin;^ oi them, if he 
can obtain cither at a chcap.-r Kate, i;eS like 
a Merchant who is fcnfiblc of t!ic Value oi 
Money. 

All gees wch in that blcffcd Monarchy where 
le Inierefrs of the So\'erci^n and Subj^ib are 
jorpor^ted. 
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. To'iayaKing is the Fafhiff^'^lh Ai^, ts 
|io more an Encomium to'him^ iriaji* to call him 
by his Name, or t6 define What h^ is* -' *• 

■ •■ ^^ * 

There is a SArtbf Cortrnierce, -or Reciproqa- 
tion of Duties betmxt tlieSovereign and his Sub- 
jc^s ; which are mofl obligator}*^, or mofk dif- 
Acult, I will not determine; nor is it in(l<^ed 
cafy to judge between the flrlcl . Tj'cs to Re- 
verence, Afliftance, Service, Obedience, ^nd 
Prpendance, on the one-Side, and the-indifpen- 
fible Obligations to Goc'dnefs, JuAice, and Pro- 
tection on the other. To hy the Prince is the 
iirpreme Difpofcr of the Lives ofrtlKf.Pepple^ is 
€nly telling us, that -the Vices of Mankind 
I-ave entailed on them a natural uncontroulable 
tjubjcdtion to Juftice and thcLnws, of-which 
'he King is the Dcpofitary and Executioner: 
To add, that he is abfolute Mailer of his Subjects 
Goods, without Regard, Reafon, Reply, Com- 
plaint, or Procefs, is a Language of Flattery, the 
iilufory Suggcflion of a wanton Favourite, who 
will fay otherwife when Death looks him in the 
Face. 

When on a fine Evening you fee a numerous 
Flock of Sheep difperfed o vera Down, 'qiiietly 
grazing on its fragrant Prod lifls, or ihWMl^dow, 
nibbling the (bort: and tender Graft which has 

dcaped 
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If UiffCk arc not fufceptible of a more oiLtura]^ 
more pleafing, and fublLmc Felicity^ than a Con- • 
fcioufnefs. that they arc beloyed 9nd eftecmed k 
and if Kings are Mien,, can they puxcbafe the . 
Hearts of tlicir People at too d^ear a Rate ? 

There arq very few general, or certain Rulet 
of governing well j they depend, on Timea 
and Conjun(5lure,. and then on the Prudence 
and Defigns of the Goyernoujrs \ fo that per^ 
fed Govcrnnxent is the Maffcr^picce of ^e Hg« . 
man IntcUed ; and perhaps it would be unat^i 
tainable, if SubjeAs did oot qoncur^ and that 
confiderably, by an habitual Sujbmiffipn aq4i 
active Obedience.. 

They who, undqr a truly great Monarch, are 
pofleiled- of the Pofts of Eminence,, have very 
cafy Places, and officiate without any Trouble :. 
Every Thing flows from the Fountain; the 
Authority and Genius of the Prince plans, 
their Rout, and (mootbs all Difficulties, and 
profpers every Thing beyond their £xpe&atiQi|» 
Tl>ey haye only the Merit of Subalterns, 

If the Circ of a fingle Family be fo bur- 
thcr/onie, if a Man h^ enough to do to anfwer 
for himfclfv 'what a Weighty what a toad 4$. 
the Charge of a. vv:hplc Realiix? b the. Sovereign. 

* * ■ ' r^QOllJLtc 
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rccompenced for all his Fatigues aiid Cares by 
the Pfoftrations of Courtiers, or the imaginary 
Pieafures of Defpotiiin r When I. think on the 
painful and hazardous Paths he is forced to 
tread to arrive at a publick TranquUity ; when 
1 refleft on the Extremities he is frequently o- 
bliged to, as of abfolutc neccflity to comp^fs 
a good End ^ that he is accountable to God 
himfelf, for the Welfare, if not the Morality 
of his People ; that Good and Evil are in his 
Hands, and that Ignorance is no excufe for 
Male-Adminiftration ; I connot forbear put- 
ting this queftion to myielf. Would you reign ? 
Ought a Man but meanly happy in a private 
Condition, quit it -for a Throne ? Muft it not 
t>e infupportable to be born a Monarch * i 

How many Endowments, how many Gifts of 
Heaven aire neceflary to form a Prince ? An iU 
luftrious Birth, an auguft and commanding 
Air, a Prefence anfwcrable to the Curiofity of 
the People, who are all eager to fee the King» 
and av/ing the Courtiers into continual Refpe£l. 
His Temper muft be perfedly even, he muft 
be very averfe to ilUnatured Railery, or at leaft 
fo prudent as to refrain from it ; he muft neither 
threaten, reproach, nor give way to his Paf«- 
fions^ JQ% he muft be obeyed \ . his Humour 

• Lewis XIV. " 

P 4 cauflL 



miift be complacent and engaging"; his fleart 
fj fiiicere and open, that all may think tJvey 
plainly fee the bottom of it; as thi? tends \to 
procure FricndV, Creatures and. Allies, jet 
mull he be fcirret, clofc and impenetrable in 
his M(»tiv>'s and Def.gns : He muft be very 
grave aiid fcrious in Publick : In Council, or 
in Anfwers to AmbiiilacJor*, his ExpreiOIons 
. muil be concife, prop-sr and perfpicuoas, ard 
the Sentiment full of Dignity : He muft cbufe 
£t Objcfls for his Favours, and confer th^ 
vrith aGrace which doubles the Benefit : Grfat 
muft be his Difcernment and KnQwIedge of 
Mankind, to penetrate into the Minds, Qu^i- 
fications and Tempers, for a fit Difiiibution .0^ 
Pliices and Employments, and die Choice .of 
Generals and Minifters : He muft have fucb a 
quick. Perfpicacity and decifive Judgment in 
Affairs, as immediately points out the beft 
Expedients, and the probable IfTues of every 
Meafure; his Equity muft be fo unbiafledas 
to declare againfi himfcif in favour of his Sub- 
jeds, Allies, and even of Enemies : Such a 
comprehenfive Memory as continually prefents 
to him the Nanies, Faces, Petitions and Wants 
of his Subjects; A vaft Capacity, not only 
including Foreign Affairs, Comoierce, State* 
Maxims, Political Dcfigns, new- Conquers, 

and 
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jti\iot\ ; an extcnfivc Genius,' tb fee every THihg ■ 
with his own Eye, andto a6l inftantly by him- 
fclf. So that his Generak ^re but his Litttte- 
Hants, and his Minifters but his Minifters ; a 
Furefightto know when to dcdarcWar, and 
a Sagacity when to give Battle, and make the 
beft ufe of a Vidory ; to kno^ when to make' 
Peace and when to break it, alib to force his^ 
Enemies to conclude the War according to. his 
and their Interefts ; to fet bounds to a vaft Ambn*' 
ti6n rand to knowhowfarto extend hisConquefls; 'i 
to have Icifure for Plnys, Feafts and Speftacles';; 
to cultivate Arts and Sciences, to dcfign and . 
finiOi ftupendous Stfu£lures, even when furr 
rounded with open and fecret Enemies : To 
conclude, he mud have that Ademblage of' 
Talents, that fuperior Genius, which renders- 
him beloved by his SubjccSls, and - feared 'by 
Strangers i which of his Court and of all hit- 
Kingdom makes one Family^ living in the 
moft happy Union with one another, and un-^ . 
rcfcrved Devotednefs to the Sovereign. Thefe 
admirable Virtues, and all of them, feem to be 
comprized in the Idea of a Sovereign. It is 
true, we rarely fee them all meet in one Sub-- 
jeft ; feveral of them fpring from the Soul and 
Conftitution^ others depend on Confimfhirer 
and advtntitious Cifciwfianoet iri^ly kn- 
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proved. J miift teU you, c at the Prince who 
unites ali thefe in a Angle Perlon> very well de» 
fervc^ the Name of GreaU 



Of MAN. 

LET US not br njri with Men, w'lcn wc 
fie them itul>UQrn, u/ratct J, ufijuii^ 
proud. Lovers of chemfeivcs aiHj forgt-tfiil of 
fuhers^ they are made : j, it ii» tlitir NuUir-; 
it -would be :}^ artriiin? u i-.h t:*e bionc f(>r fall« 
uigt oi: with tlie ilamc i^x afccnding. 

In one ferife Men rir.: not ficfclp, or cnlv in 
Xriilcs : They chaiTf^o th-ir Il^ibitik, J^angu. 'c, 
Falliions, Cercm^.iits, ainJ fomctl.nes their 
'i\flc; but tluy arc immutable in theii Depra- 
vity 9 are tenacioufly adherent to what in Jii, 
9nd never depart from an IndifFcrcnce for 
Virtue. 

StHcifm 1$ a meer Fancy, an Imagery (bin?* 
thing like Plato* ^ Kepui^.ick. Tlie Steich 
feign that a Man may laugh at Poverty ; be in- 
fcnfible of Injuries, Ingratitude, or the Lofi 
^. his Eftate, Parents and Friends;. look. un- 
concernedly on Death,. 28 fometiiing really in* 
^dificraotj.wbich «ujh( ngtto m^kc ^im merry 
. . .M or 



314 ^'^ Thi Charaffifs^ $r 

or iMlanchdly 9 majr mafter Pleafure otPjXn \ 
may undergo the Torments of Fire or Sword 
iviihout the leaft Sigh or Tear ; and this Phan- 
tom cf Virtue, this ideal FLrmne^y they are 
'ptoaftd to ftile the Wife Man. They have 
left Mankind in PoiTefEon of all their natural 
Defeats, not one Vice or Foible, bavo they ex- 
pofed in its proper Light. Indead of painting 
Vice in its frightful and ridiculous Forms, 
to infpire an avoidanC6 of it, they have forged 
an Idea of Perfc^ibn and Heroifm, bf -which 
Slen are not capable, and exhorted them "to vi- 
fionaiy Impoflibilities. Thus this Wt(eMan 
that is to be, or will never be, btirt ilif bnagi- 
nation, finds himfelf naturally' above all Ills 
and Events i the moft excriidatihg l^it of 
the Gout, or ChoJick, cannot extort fVblh him 
the leaft Complaint ; he woutd fland feiieiie and 
undaunted, amidft the Wreck of Mattter and | 
"the Crufh of Worlds ; he is fuperior tb'all E- ; 
vents, whilft the meer Man^'iagitatedby every j 
filly Pai&on, criesj dcfpairs, and throws^ him- | 
ielf into Diilraftion, for the Lofs of a Puppy^ 
or the breaking a Bafon of China*' 

1 
I 

Reftlefnefs of Mind^ Inequality of Humoon, 
Inconftancy of Heart, Inftability of Condufi, 

are all Victt.of the &)u]9 but diflfccent ; and 

' • ■■■•.. 
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Night-cap is ftiJI on ; and examining himfeir .. 
a. little better^ finds but one half of his Face . 
fhaved, his Sword on his Right Side, liis Stcck- , 
"ings hanging about hia Heels, and his Shirt .1 
•uft of his Breeches. If he walks into the \ 
Street, he feels fooiethtng ftrike him on tlie 
Face, or Stomach,, he cannot imagine what it - 
is, till opening his Eyes, and looking, he. 
£nds himfelf before the Shaft of a Cart> or 
bdiind a Flank on- a Carpenter's Shoulders^ ^ 
He has been feeii to run againft a blind 
Man, pu{h him. backwards^ and fiiJl over him. 
Sometimes he has met a Prince fu]I-b\»t; - 
and with much ado reco]Ie3ed himfelf to 
fqueeze up againft a Wall, to make room for 
him* He rumages, mifiays,and puts himfelf into ^ 



icTcral diverting Incogitanclcs are related of him. 
The Adventure of the Wig, mentioned here, hap,- , 
peoed to him at the Queen's. He is alfo faid fo f^ 
to have forgot his Marriage with Madam: Carrier^ . 
Daughter to the noted Contraflor, that on his coni- '^ 
ing Home as ufual in the Evening, he began to .. 
ftorm diat his Valets de Chambre were out of tk»'^ 
way, till he was told that they were gone with ^ 
his Night Drefs to his Bride's, which reminded- \ 
him of the Morning Ccrercony; the Author has 
omitted that one Day leading the Qccen, he had ^^' 
a Mind to make V/acer ; and was going about i^ dllt-.U 
i^on the burfLS cf Laughter from tbe Q|Mp» 
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of the {ioufe is tircJ and aftonifhed, and Mt-* 
aaLasj^ much as he^'he ivill not (ay wKat he 
thinks, but ruppofcs the other to be'fome verV 
'impertinent and idle Pcrfon, who will stt laft 
think fit *to draw : He bears with this <Mi 
Sceiie, yet it may Be' Night 'before' Afrnfl/nM 
finds hlmfclf in "a wrong Wace* At ahother 
Time, viliLing a Lady, and imagining that 
flie is vifiting him> he fits down in her EI- 
bow-diair^ with..\ic any Thoughts of quitting 
"It ; th^ Lady fecnis to him fomethfng long ih 
'her Vifiti, he expels c^cry Moment when flic 
will rife, and leave him at Liberty ; but he 
growing hungry, and Nightcoming on» hede- 
fires her to- fup with him ; at which (he burfb- 
*int6 a Laughter that brings him to himfclf. He 
marries in the Morning, forgets it, and lies 
abroad on his wedding Night; fbme Time af- 
ter his Wife dies in his Arms, he affifls at her 
Funeral wi:h a becoming Coneern, and tKe 
' next Day, when the Servants come to acquaint 
htm that Dinner is on the Table^ he asks if his 
''Wife be ready, and if they have given her 
Notice. This is he, who conring into a Qkocl) 
And taking a blind Man at the Door for^a 
-Pillar, and hk Drfb for the holy Water-pot, 
^i[)s in his Hand and crofles his FMeheady 
•'^when on a fiiddcn^; hchears tlie( Pillar %e^, 
^ahd beghifi Alxnsi h& waUu towards tfafe 
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Quire, where, fancying to fee a Desk, he 
throws himfelf on his Knees, the Machine 
.bends, p^flies,- him, and drives to cry out % 
ilff /iM/Sctf J is furprized to find himfelf kneding 
on the Legs of a very little \lan, refting on 
Jii^ Belly, his two Arms over his Shoulders^ 
and his joined Hands taking him by the Nofe^ 
arid flopping his Mouth ; then he retires con- 
fufed, and kneeling elfe where, takes out of his. 
Pocket a Prayer-book, as he thinks, but it is 
oiily a Slipper, which he had inadvertently 
pocketed j he is hardly got out of the Church, 
but a Footman runs after him, pulls him hy 
die Sleeve, and asks him with a Laugh, if he has 
ikot got my Lord's Slipper ? Jldenalcas produces 
bis, tells him. This is all the Slippers Ihwi 
kkout mi : However, upon fearching, he finds 

the Slipper of whom he had been vifit- 

*ng ; for Memlcas letting one of his Gloves fall, 
inftead of it took up one of his Lordfliip'i 
Slippers, and went away. Whiifl he was p!ay^ 
ing at Back-gammon, he called for a Glafs of 
Lemonade ; the Caft was hif, and having tijie 
Box in one Hand, and the GJafs in the othtr, 
being very thirfty, he gulps down the Dice 
and ahnoft the Box, whilfl the Liquor is impe* 
Uioufly thrown on the Tables, and half drow;)s 
• - - - ; hi* 
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his Antagooift. Once, on the Water, bcinj^ 
asked the Hour,, he pulled out his Watch, but 
CDon forgetting both the Hour and the Watch, 
throws it Into theRivcr. He writes alongLcttef, 
lands the Fa^pex^ and then throws the Sand into 
the Inkhorn; be writes a fecond, makes up faoth^ - 

and miftakes the Superfcription ; one •f them is 
iient to a Duke, who, upon opening it reads, 
AIn Oliver, / chargi you^ d% not fail to find me mft 
S^artif^s Rent^ duo at Lady-olay, asfoon as foffi-* 
Uof &c. His Tenant opens the other, and finda ^ 
in it, A^ Lordt Ireaivo^ wtb tbo utmoft Submif* 
fim^ thi Orders wUcbyoar Graa was fUafed^ &c« 
He writes another at Night, and after fealing ir^ 
puts out the Light, yet is furprized to be, on n 
fudden, in the dark, and is at a Lofs to con* 
ceive how it happened. Coming down the 
^uvre Stairs, he met another coming up }. Oh « 
ikys Minakas^ the very Man llookt for % takes him 
by the Hand, hauls him along with him, fronv 
Court to Court, from Saloon to Saloon; then 
looking more narrowly at the Man he was thus - 
dragging after him,, wonders who it (hould be^. 

has nothing to fay to him, lets him go, an4': 
turns another Way. He often asks a Qucftion 
and is almoft out of (ight before it is pofhble to 
anfwer. Another tipie, If you fall in his Way«- 
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Vk is raviJM to meet youy be juft ca me from your 
Haufiy whefe he would have difceurfed you about 
a certain Affair \ then looking on yourFingers, 
Tbafs a fine Rubfi is it a Bala/s ? then leav^ 
you, and continues his Ramble; this is the im- 
portant Affair he was fo earneft to difcourfe you 
about. If he is in Company , he begins a Story* 
which he forgets to end ; he laughs to himfelf 
at fomething which ftruck into his Mind, and 
makes Anfwer to his own Thoughts ; he hums 
a Tune^ whiflles, overfets his Chair, fends- 
ibrtb a pitiful Whine, and gapes, conceiting 
bimfelf to be alone. When he is at a Feaff,. 
Jus Plate ibon has a Heap of Bread ; his Keigh- 
JbouxB indeed want it, as alfo the KLnivcs and 
Forks, which he does not fufFer to be long in 
their Hands. There are a Sort of large Spoons 
lately introduced at Table, for the Conveniency. 
ef helping every body with Difpatch ; he takes 
one of them up brimful, and puts it to his Mouth,. 
then cannot fufficientty wonder to fee the Soup 
all over his Cloaths and Linnen, which he 
thought had been in his Belly. He forgets tio 
drink at Dinner ; or if he remembers it, think- 
ing there is too tnuch Wine filled for him, hb 
flings half of it in his Neighbour's Face, drinks 
the reft wirh a great deal of Compofure, and 
C^QOt comprehend whjr be (hould be laughed at 

for 
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for throwing away the Wine' he was hot 
willing to drink. Being carried to the Cl&tfr- 
ireujFy where he is fhewn a Cloyfler painted by 
.an excellent Hand ; the ^//f/dnj, who explain the 
Pieces to him, expatiate on the miraculoas Life 
of St. Bruno, and the Adventure oT the dtvobt 
Canon. MenaUas, whofc Thoughts are all the 
while roving far from the Cloyfter^ return again> 
when at lall he bluntly asks the good Father, if 
it is the Canon or St. Bi una who is damned* 
£cing once with a young Widow, he talked to 
her of her dcceafed Husband, and asked the 
Catt&ofhisDc::th ; the poor Woman, in whom 
this Difcourfe naturally renewed her recent 
Wounds, wupt ; and, amidft Tears and Sobs, 
acquiintcd him with all the Particulars of her 
Hj^'jand's Dii temper, from the Night the 
Fever took him, to his laft Agonies: Meibin, 
iays MenaLaSi who had heard her Relation very 
attentively. Had you never anot/jer but him? An- 
other Time, he bids Dinner to be haftened, 
fifes before the Defcrt, and abruptly takes leave 
of the Company ; yet you arc furc, that Day, to 
fee him in all die noted Places of the City, diat 
excepted where the Appointment was, about 
the Affair, which made him hurry away 
to that with out flaying till his Horfes were 
put to, he would trudge a-fbot. You may frer 

quentl; 
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tqocntly hear him rattle, and be in a Psi&on at 
one of hisl>oinvfticksfor being out of the Way,; 
Where is he ? fays he : What can he Lc Joing ? 
What is become of him ? AVhf-n I want.bim 
heisneyerto be found This Minute will Idil- 
i:harge him. While he is fpc«.kiir/, the Servant 
-cpmes in :■ he asks- hi.7) in a Furvr, whence he 
.c:anr)e ? he anfwsrs, From the Place whiter he fcnt 

him^andgivf's him afaithful Account of J :isl:lrrand. 
You are. very often miiluken in him, ^r.d take 
him for wliai he is nor; forlcupi'i, occaufc he 
underft mis little, and fpcaks j.fs; for arf'Idcpt, 
becaufe he talks tohlmfcifand i>fubic£l to mvo- 
luntary Grimaces and Gcflicilhtions with his 
Head ; for proud and difcourtcous, bccaufc when 
; you falute him, he may pafs by v/ithou(Ltakijig 
notice of your Rcfpect ; for an inconridenatc 
Man, becaufe he talks of Bankruptcies in a. Fa- 
mily, a near Relation^ of which lies under (hat 
Scandal ; of Exccutious anti Scaffolds beforp a 
P<rfon whofe Father was beheaded 5 of mean 
; . Extraclion before Revenue-Farmers, wlv)fe 
Riches will not make them pafs for Arft-rate 
■J Quality. He even brings a Batlai J into his Fa- 
■ DQiily, under the Pretence of beirio: Iiis Valet ; 
• and though he would have Iris, Wjfe and Chil- 
- :• dren know nothing of fuch a Mittcer, h^ can- 
.. -not tojbear cs^Uing; i^im his Son ev^ry Hoar in 

-: the Day. He rcf^lvcs to marry his Son to a 

Tiadcf- 



Trade(inan*s Daughter, yet he is contiauattf 
boafting of his Houfe and Anceftors, and fayiy 
diat the Minalcas\ never match below them- 
felves. la fliort, he feems as if he were not 
prefent, nor heard what the Company difcourf* 
td of, when he himfelf is Che Subjed of thetr 
Converfation \ he thinks and talks of a fuddeni 
but what he fays is feldom the Tiling he thinks 
on i fo that there is as little Coherence as Pro- 
priety in any thing he fays : He fays Ye% com- 
monly, inftead of No ; and when he fays Uq^ 
you muft fuppofe he would fay Yes : When he 
anfwers you, perhaps his Eyes may be fixed on 
your's, but it does not follow that he fees you ; 
he minds neither you, nor any oneelfe, nor any 
thing in theWorld. All that you can draw from 
bim,in hismoft communicative Hours, arc ibmt 
fuch Words as thefe : Ya indeed^ it is true* Gowi* 
jUlthebettiT. Sinarefyj I ielieve/oj certainly: Ah! 
O Heaven! And fome other mifplaccd Inter- 
je£Uons, or a concife Imprecation or two. He 
never is among thofe with whom he appears 
to be; he calls his Footman very ferioufly Sir^ 

and his Friend RMn. He lays y$ur.Rgverena ^ 

to 

* The Abbe de Maucroy, Chaplain to Mademoi'* 
felle de Montpenfier^ remarkably fubje^ to Inadver- 
tencies ; beinff ^t by that Lady to Father La Cbmfo^ 
iicftiledhimKofalHighneis; aqdwhcahciqposrtsd 

the 
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to a Pon^e of the Blood, and your Higlm'ifi to a 
Jcfuit. When he . is . at Mafs, if the Prieft 
fneezes, he cries out aloud, God ble/s you. If 
4n Company with a Judge of a grave Difpofi- 
tioDf 2ind venerable by his Age, Character, 
and Dignity, who aflcs hioi if fuch a Tranfadion 
was fo ? Alenalcas replies with a Bow and aGrin* 
JTes^ Madam-. As he came up once from the 
Country, his Footmen plotted to rob him, and 
fuccecded ; they jumped down from behind tbc 
Coach, prefented the End of a Flambeau to his 
Breaft, demanded his Purfe, which he delivered • 
being come home, he told the Adventure to his 
Friends, who asking the Circumftanccs, he re- 
ferred them to his Servants : Enquire of my Men^ 
faid he, they were there. 

the Jcfuit's Aniwcr, your Reverence was continually 
upoa his Tongue. Another Ti me he put on his 
{)rie{Uy Vellments, and was jail going to begin Mafs, 
• forgetting he had that Morning taken a Purge and 
Broth ; of which however his Servant, whole Ideas 
were more contracted , reminded him in Time. Once 
he was perfuaded within himfcLfy that the Prior of his 
Abbey* who had juft left him, had purloined his Spec* 
tacles, which he wanted to read a Letter, bat which, 
aRer a long Search, were found upon his Nofe; he 
has been heard more than once to begin Vefpers with 
//r, fmJFa efi \ and for the fame Living he has givea 
three oiiFerent Prefentations, which afterwards he has 
warmly denied, as charging him with an abfurd Pre- 
varication ; and the Sight of the three Inftruments« 
with his own Signature, could hacdl) Vsn&^ViixBLXj;^ 
anAckdowIedgmetit. . 



Incivility is not t Vice of the Soul, but the 
Effeft of feveiml Vioet ^ of Vanity, Ignorancf 
of Duty, Lasincfi, Stupidity, Diftndioiiy 
■Contempt of oAen, and Jealoufy : Tlioug^ it 
be only relative to the Exterior, yet it is die 
more odious, being always inamfeft and open 
to the ill Conftru£Uons of others i however, it 
«s more or le& ofieofivc^ according to its Caufi^ 
whether a nsalignant Vice, or an unmeaning 
JFoiblc. 

If we fay of a cholerick, captious, unfteady, 
quarreirome, melancholy, capricious Pcrfon, it 
is his Humour, this is not to excufe him, what- 
ever wc fancy ; but owning, contrary to our 
Meaning, that fuch great Vices admit of no Re* 
mcdy. 

What we call Humour, is a Thing too much 
-ncglefted among Men 5 they (hould underfland^ 
it is not enough to be fubftantially good j they 
fliould appear to be fo, if they have any Incli- 
nation to be fociabie, to be qualified for Friend- 
(hip, and Intercourfe ; that is, if they would 
be Men. Wc do not require that malicious 
Souls (hould be flexible and crmplaifant, in 
thefe Qualities tliey are never waruing ; they 
are the Cait to cnfnare the Simple, and the 
tauin Spiring in their Machinations. But we 
• I : I wiih 
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cccd to !rT.n^r : t^ ir: i^ i.-t I:^ . 

afterwircs rr:— i.-— C_-£..-:r.:r :^ L:\ 
a ftrange Pr^cti'-rt- :i l^zz. ii :: :'^cr:,it 

Rcfcntmert. 

Men are re.T/.:5 ar.£ cs!i to embricc 2:: O?- 
portunities, wherein they cou!i promac c-wu 
others Satisfadion : When a Pcrfon takes .in 
Employment on him^ it fecms as if his Dcf;j!i 
was to have it in his Power to oblige, but li> 
do no fuch Thing ; nothing comes nuirc re.i. 
dily from us than a Denial ; wc never f uat li'.l 
after long Refledion. 

Premeditate, weigh, examine wli-^.t you imy 
cxpea from Mankind in {'//imJ, ai,u uiu^ 
many of them in partirulitr, -cA iJ.. 1,^ .^, . ,^^. 
ing to the Refult, ftcp iuto il.v V/i,,;/ 

If Poverty i^ t;.^ Mv..;,., ,j ^ . . 

Of Senfeisthefabw. ' '"* 
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A Man of Scnfe can hardly be a thorough 
Kjnave : A clear and penetrating Genius leads 
to Order, Truth and Virtue: It is want of 
Scnfe and Penetration that begets Obfliiiacy in 
Evil as in Error : To corred^ a Blockhead by 
Satyr is loft Labour ; it may defcribe him to 
others, but he himfelf will not know his pvm 
Pi£)ure ; it is like railing to a deaf Man. It 
would be well for the Pleafure of Men of Wit 
and Honour, and for publick Vengeance, if a 
Rogue bad fome Senfation, and felt a Torture 
whui he is corrected. 

I would rather want common Senfe than 
Probity ; let me rather be accounted an Idiot 
than a Cheat : Knavery and Good-nature will 
not impregnate, Knavery being a Compound of 
Malice and Fallacy. 

There are fome Vices with which no body 
biit our own felves are chargeable. Born with 
ur, we carefully foftered them tiH they grew to 
Habit ; there are others afcititious, which we 
Ci ntraxft by our Callings, Company or Events 
in Life, of which our Birth had not the leaft 
Taint : Men are fometimcs born with caly 
Dirpofitions, Hilarity, Complaifance and Ob* 
fequiou(hef$ ; but the unworthy Treatioatt 

they 
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they meet from thofe thejr live wldi, or on 
whom they depend, gives a Turn to their De- 
portment, and even to their Nature ; they 
grow melancholy, ftuhbom and peevifli ; Hu- 
mours, with which they were before unac- 
quainted; their Dirpofition is revcrfcd, and 
they are therafeives aftoniihed at the unhappy 
Alteratioo. 

Some a(k wliy the whole Bulk of Mankind 
do not compofe but one Nation, and agree to 
fpeak the fame Language, ufc the fame Cuftonis, 
and live under the fame Laws, the fame Form 
of Government and the fame Religion : For my 
part, feeing the Contrariety of their Inclinations, 
Tafte and Sentiments, and their over- wean in* 
Fondriefs for them, I wonder that fevcn or 
eight Perfons live in any tolerable Quiet undsr 
the fame Roof, and am glad to fee relative Du- 
ties a Counterpoife to Pervcrfenels. 

. * There are fome firangc Fathers, who {cztn 
during the whole Courfe of their Lives, to be 



• The DLkc X/ Qi/i^a, or Mr. Tahr , r: u 
Judge who htu2 \1. Son con^ned in 'i v "^ 
Home for bdng i:; k;e with a Surgeon's dIl"'' 
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^^n. their Deaths. 
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^, at their L»ea»". 

^ 1 n the Humours, 

Every thing is -^'^^j^^. One i» four. 
Morals, and Manned J J^ .^^^ ^^^j ^^ 
^ffionate, covetous, fordul^ ^^^ ^ 

^ ,U for his own ln««^ ' . y, » noble 
and all loi ojagmficcn"^ ■»"." 

B»y» '"^'*' S nl ^Uh an Abhorence of ^7 
llevation of Mmd, w«» ^^ ^^cnts of We, 

^srb»f-'-^"''r:.hSthcyfaii,and*^ 

the Subordination ^'^ ° ^"^ ^^^e, and Operate 
Grit« of calamity fc'«J.^^,^i„fuc^ a 

f uch great C^-f j^ifcd. being, by exter- 
' Man is not to ^^ f^^, i.r.peUed and ex- 

''^''^"'':T no -hat he appears to be. 

rnoTHBi^"^^j¥:t.c<,^^^ 

^--^^^tutftvilginth^Hur^;!^ 

furprix^^ ";> ThisisourPafe^^*"'-,[ 
patient Deftres : Tins ^^^ g^.^^. j^ 

jiic longer. 



A Man requeftirr i F*io-r from a'.::-? •. 
iurrenders h in* fell a: I/.lrer.::.r. . vrics ..• .• 
furc it cannot be ctr.ltz t.It., :ji ;:&r.;s. ^. . 
treats and capitaL:;s. 



r • ' • * 



It is fo common for M:-n .Tt :: 
and fo eiTential to a:l Goi>d :o ":; :;c ..• . . '.v : . 
infinite Trouble, th^i wh&t on.-.: *. .' i. t i 
fufpedlcJ. We arc un-*-i;:ing t :/..•.•,•!.: . - 
how any thing can be for cur A-vur/^et %*;... 
cofts us fo little, or how we cc..:i .0 :-\ •.-.-> 
tioufljr reach the Ends we propoA J iv .-.c ..r.er 
than juft Meafures : We JTiay thiril: wc cr.1; ■ • 
good Fortune, but ought vt-y fvlC^-T-to ei"-.: 
it with any Confidence. 

The Man who fdvs he was r.rt ?'or.i :...:: . 
may, at Icaft, in fome jr.'.aLre tc, n..- .' 
making a juftifiablc Ufc tf lit more jr. .; :f,.i 
Friends and Relations. Envy robs hir»i u! t'r..* 
Advantage. 

Whatever I may fomcwhcre have fclJ, :: \ 
perhaps, wrong to be deje£icd j Men utrn 
born for Misfortune, Pain and Povcr , 
few efcape ; and fince obnoxious to all ki..Ji of 
Calamities, they ought to fortify theiiifi.v*tA 
agunft the Shock. 

0.3 Uttk 
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Men afc fo extremely diflfiailt in TettKng 
Affairs, (o (harp where the leaft Intereft is con- 
ccrncdy fo captious, fo fnfprcions, (o partial, 
to willing to deceive, and fo unwilling to be 
Jcccivcds apt to magnify their own, and to 
undervalue what belongs to others i that I pro-' 
u-A I cannot conceive how, or which way* 
^larriagcs. Contra^, Truces, Treaties, Coo* 
vcntions and Alliances are brought about 

• ■ 
I 

Amop.g fonxe People Arrogance fuppltes the 
Phce of Grcatnefs ; Inhumanity, of Coiini^ ; 
and Knavery, of Wit. ' 

Cheats eafily believe others as bad as them* 
fc'vcs : There is no deceiving them, nor do 
tliey long deceive. 

In the Streets of popuYous Cities, our Ears 
are perpetually dinned with fuch tremen- 
dous Words, as Writs, Execution^, 'Seif&re?, 
Affidavits, Bonds, Cofts and Charges : VVhat 
IS the Meaning of it ? Is there no Shadi^w" of 
Equity left in the World ? Is it full of Peopl^ 
\vho have the Effrontery to fuc for what is "riot 
due to them, or, of others, who with cqu^ 
Flagitioufiicfs refufe the Payment of' their }uft 
Dcbt>;? •• ' •.v..rf:'/- 

Law 
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.. Law Liftnunents are a&andal to Humanity : 
W})at a Shame is it that Men cannot keep tliea: 
W.Qfds withautibcijag forced to it ! 

"?..■■'■ ■ * 

„ If you fupprefs the exorbitant Love of Plea•^ 
fure and Money, idle Curiofity, iniquitous Per:* 
fuits and wanton Mirth, what a StillneQ wouli 
there be in the greatefl Cities I the Neccffiirieit 
of Life do not occafion> at moft, a third Part 
of the Hurry. 

Nothing helps a Man more to bear quietly 
the Injuries he receives from Parents and 
Friends, than a Reflcftion on the Vicfis of 
Humanity ; .and how painful it is for Men to 
be.conilant, generous and faithful, or to love 
any thing better than their owa Iiiterefls^; 
knowing their Natures and Propenfities, he 
does not require them to penetrate folid- Bodies 
to fly up into the Air, or to be equitable : If 
difpleafed with Mankind in general, for having 
JM^ greater Refpefifc for Virtue, he excufes P^^ 
ticulars, higher Motives engage him even to 
love them j but his moft fedulous Study is nc* 
ver to want the like Indulgence. 

- There are certain ' Goods wBfch we moft 
paffionately deftre, the very Ide« of them thcowa 

0^4 uft 
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us into ^ £xtafy; if we happen to sfb^ 
fain them, we are le& fen^blci of them tha» 
we thought we ihoulcl be> and are left taken 
up in the Enjoysicnt of tbeio^' than in the 
i^erfuit after what we now imagine gceater. > 

Some Evils are fo hideous to our love of 
Eafc, Pleafure and Refpe^t, that we turn our 
Thoughts from them with a kind of Dread^ 
the very ProfpciSt of them makes U5 (hudder i^ 
but if they chance to &11 on us> we find ouc« 
felves ftronger than we imagined; we refo- 
lutely grapple with Calamity^ and ieel it lefs 
grievous in Reality than in our pufUanimou^ 
Apprehenfions. 

Sometimes a pleafant Heufe falling to us i a 
fine Horie^ a pretty Dogi a Suit of Tapefiry^ 
or a Wat^ prefented to us» will alleviate a 
great Grie^ and efiace the Stnfe of a fubftan^ 
tialLo& 

I often fnf pofe that Men were to live for- 
ever in thi3 World ;: and fefle£l afterwards ia 
what the Ixnmort^s could make more ado aboui 
their Condition here» than the prefeat fleeting 
Generation. 

If Life be miferable, to live »s painful; if 
Ittppy, to die is tercible; they both come to 

die ikme Thing*. 

There 
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There is nothing of which Men are fo fonctl 
^ and withal fe carelefs as Life» 

The Fears ctf Old Age dsflorbs tis,^ yet hov^ 
fcw attaij} itl 

Death never happens but once, yet vft fi?e£ 
it every Moment of our Lives.. It is woxfe toc 
Apprehend than to luffer.. 

♦ Irene is at a great Ex pence conveyed to 
Epidaurusy (he viilts MJciilapius in his Temple^ 
and confults hioi about all her Ailings* She 
complains firft that (he is weary and fatigued \, 
the God anfwers that it is occaiiohed by the 
length of her Journey : She &ys (he has no^ 
ftomach tO'her Supper \, the Oracle fays, eat the: 
lefs> Dinner : She adds,, (h^ has^fcaree a. wink 
of Sleep all Night j he peefcribes her,, early 
Hifing and na Day-Naps : She complains o£ 
\tt Corpulency, and afljs bow itmav be abatfd y 
the Oracle replies, (he ought to be out of Bc(£ 
Lefore Noon,, and now and then make uie o£ 
her Legs : She declares that Wine drfagrecs. 
With her^ the Oracle bids her drink Water ^* 

* Madiaune dt Montefpan took frequent Journey."^ 
Bmirhon Wells, for imaginary Ailings, aad re- 
played fiich Anfwers to her CoBiplainta^ 
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that (he has a bad Digeftion; he tells her 
flie muft go into aThet : Mjr fight, fays Irem^ 
begins to fail mc ; ufe Speftacles, fays /Efcu* 
lapius : I am in a Decays continues ihc, I am 
not half fo flrong ami healthy as I have been ;«" 
you grow old, fays the God : But how, fays ' 
(be, (hall I cure this Complication of In£r- 
mitic^ ?- Why the (horteft way is to die like 
your Gnind-fatlier and Grand- mother before 
you : Is this all your Advice, you the famous 
Son of Jpolb^ cries Irene ? Is this the mighty 
Skill for which Men praife and wbrfhip the^ I 
Where is the Depth, the Myftery of all this ? 
Did not I know as niuch before ? The God 
anfwers, Whydid you not put it in pradice 
tben, without coming fo far out of your' wijr 
to feck me, and (hortning your Days by a 
fetiguing Journey to no pwrpofe ? 

X 

I 

Let us think, when we are bemoaning the lofs 
•f our paft Youth, which will no more return, 
that Decrepitude .is taking large Strides to* 
wards us, then weihaU regret the Decay of 
our maturer Age, which wc .now en;oy, and 
fio not hulband. 

Inquietude, Fear and Dejeflton cannot re- 
tard Death, yet I much queflion whether ex* 
ceifive laugher becomes Men who af e inortaL 

Would. 
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R^rcC for mirpent Time does not always m« 
Aice Men to iaiprove the Remainder.. 

Life is a kind of Sleep,- o!d Men fletp Ion- 
gcft ^ nor begin to wike, but when they are 
to ore. It then, th^ take a RctroTped of the 
ymbiQk courfe of their long Lives Year by Year, 
they find frequently neither Virtues nor com* 
Sicndjdde Adions enough to diftinguifh them 
one from another ; they confound their dific- 
lent Ages diey feo nothing fu^ciently re- 
markable by which to meafure the Time they 
hare lived : They have had confufed Dreams 
without any Coherence^ a jumble of diveriified 
Imagery^ but low and fordid. Like thofc who 
awoke, they arc Icnftble they have flept a long 
while* 

There arc but three general Es'cnts which 
happen to Mankind, Births Life, and Death. Of 
ihf ii Bin:^ they ate infenfible, they fuflcr when 
t!\-v vlic, and neglect to live. 

There is a Time, which precedes Rcafon» 

w*^MU !»i^" other Animals, we live by InftLnft 

.ilo:".e; ot' which the Memory retains no Ve- 

Ooc-. There is a fccond Term, when Rcafon 

xliK >vcrs W'-'^ vtVv«n vx » Iovtor^^ >s«d. mi^t 
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creafes with Rcafon, becaufe, together with h^ 
the Paffions and Vices gather Strength, which 
alone makes Men fo unlike each other, and io 
contrary to themfdvcs. 

CliiKlren have thofe Faculties which in old 
Men are extinitl, Imagination and Memory ; . 
and which are very ufeful to them in their littlQ 
Spons and Amufcments ; by the Help of thefe 
they repeat what they have heard, and mimick 
what they fee done ; are of all Trades, imitatinrg 
the Motions of the Artifans, or invent them- 
fclvcs a thoiiiand ingenious DiverTions; make 
funiptuoHs Feafts and Tournaments, take • up 
their Rcfu!encc in inchanted Palaces and Caftlcs, • 
have rich Equipages and a Train of gorgeous 
Attendants, lead Armt.s, give Battle, and exult 
in the Prid,; of Victory j tiilk to great Perfon- 
agcs and Princes ; are thcmfelvcs Itlonarchs, 
have Subjcdis, poflifs Treafures, which they 
make of Leaves, Boughs, Shells, or Sand ; and, 
what will fail them in the more intcreiliiig Scene* 
of Life, they know at this Age ; that is, to make 
their Fortune, and be Matters of their own 
Happinefs. 

There are no outward Vices, or bodily De- 
feats, which are not perceived by Children j 

they 
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they flrike them at firft Sights and the Children 
exprefs them ftgnificantly : Fitter Terms could 
no$ be chofen \ but, as they become Men, they 
contrail the fame Imperfeflions, which, when 
Children, they fo archly ridiculed. 

It is the only Drift of Children to find out 
their Maflers blind Side, and that of any to 
whom they muft be fubjefl ; having found it, 
they build on it, and ufurp over them an Afcen- 
dency which they never part with ; for what 
deprived their Mafters of their Superiority, will 
obftru£l the Recovery of it. 

Idlenefs, Negligence and Inadvertency, Vices 
fo natural to Children, difappear as foon as they 
betake themfelves to Play : They are then ar- 
dent,, vigilant, exaft Obfervers of Rule and Or- 
der, never pardon the leaft Slip, and begin again 
if out in any one Thing: Certain Prefages, 
that they may hereafter neglect their Duty, but 
will be wanting in nothing that can promote 
their Pleafure. 

To Children, every thing feems great. Gar- 
dens, Houfes, Furniture, Men, and Beafts r 
To Men, the Things of the World appear fo, 
and I dare fay, for the fame Rcafon, bccaufe 
tbemfelves are little. 

1 Chil- 
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ChiMren begin among themfelves with a De- 
nocracy^ where every one is Mafter ; and what 
if, very jiatural, falling out among themfeIyeS|^ 
they acquieice in a Monarchy : One of thenk 
difiinguiibes himfelf from the reft, cither by a. 
graatef Vivaciey> Strength,. ComliaftTs^ or Dox- 
tcrity in their little Sports, and Knowledge ^ 
their Laws. To him many fubmit, and A^igk 
ftence an abfolute Government^ but only in 
Mittm 6f Pfcaf ure. 

Who can doubt.bat that Chil&en conceive^ 
judge, and reafon to the Purpofe ? If oa 
ftnall Things only, confider they are Children,, 
ai)d without much Experience ; if in bad 
Terms, it isjlcfs their Fault than that of^their 
Parents and Mafters.. 

( 

It depreflcs and alienates the Minds of Ghir- 
dren^to punKh them for Crimes they have noti 
ically C£WiVtt£^^,.or even .fo^ be (evere witfe 
them for iiiglit Offences : They know exaftly,. 
and, better^ t;hfl» any one>,wIrjit,j;]hej(^.^^efcrye,. 
VkI feldom deferve more tlian v«?h^, ^hey fear ^ 
when they are chaftifed, they know if it is^ 
within or beyond Reafon; and immoderate Pu- 
hifhments have a wocfe ESqQl oa them than a 
total Impunity.. 

Miaik 
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Man fives not long enough to improve by 
his Faults $ he is committing them during the 
whole Courfe of his Life» and it is well if, at 

hft) be dies with a Senfe of them. 

'1 

Nothing pleafeSy rejoices, elevates a Man more 
lihan the Subdual of Vice, or the forbearing a 
fooliQi A£lion. 

Men are loath to parttcularife their Faultft^^ 
they hide them, or palliate them, or caft them 
gn another ; this gives the dnctar an Advanr 
tage over the Confeflbr. 

Tb« Faults of Blockheads are fixnetimes fo 
odd, and fo difficult to forefee, tfiat they put 
lif ife Men to a Stand, and are of Uft only ta^ 
Aofe who commit theau 

A Spirit of Party betrays the greateft Mei| 
jitto the infamous Pradices of the Vui^. 

* Vamty and Decency male vs. dotiie &nse 
Things, and in the fame Manner,, to which 



• The Prince of Qmtiy who caught the Small. 
pox by attending the Princefs, whom he defpifed ; 
ftedicd^ aadflierecoveced. 

Inclina- 
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Inclination and Duty (hould prompt us : A Man 
died at Paris of a Fever, which he got by fitting 
up all Night by his iick Wife, though' he was 
known not to love her. 
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All Mjn in their Hoar's covet Efteem, but arc 
loeth any on^ fhould difcover they are wiUiiig 
to be efteemed^ becaufe Men would pais for 
virtuous ; and to aim at deriving any other Ad« 
vantages from Virtue, befides Virtue itfclf : TWd-- 
would juftly be thought not Virtue, but a Han--' 

■ 

kering after Praiieand Efteem, a felfiih Vanity r 
Men are bloated with Vanity, and of all Thhiglf 
bate to be thought fo. -* 

~ A vain M&n finds his Account in fpeaking 
Good or Evil of Jiiinfclf ; a modcft Man never 
talks of himfclf. We cannot better conoprehuid 
the Ridiculoufaers of Vanity ; and what a fcan^ 
daJk)usVice it is, than by ob/erving its Caution in 
hiding its Face, and how it lurks often underlie 
Appearance of it» Contrary, a demure Modefty, 

Falfe Modefty Is the Maftcr-piece of Vanity ; 
ftiewing the vain Man in fuch an illufory Lighf, 
that; he appears in the Reputation of the Virtue, 
quite oppofite to the Vice which conftitutes his 
real Chva£ler : It is a Deceits Falfe Glory i$ 

tbc? 
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the Rock of Vanity; it feduccs Men to afEeft 
Eftecm by Things ivhich they indeed poflefs, 
bat which are frivolous, and which for a Man 
^o value himfelf on, woidd be a fcandaloos 
Error. 

Men fpeak of themfelves in fuch a Manner, 
that if they grant a few little Faults hanging 
about them, fome Slips of Conduct, thefe very 
Faults and Slips imply fine Talents, or emi- 
nent Qualities. Thus they complain of a bad 
Memory, though entirely fatisfied with their 
Scnfe and Judgment, forgive, or rather are 
pleafed at a Reproof for Incogttancy or Singu- 
larity, imagining them the Concomitants of 
Wit; they readily acknowledge they are ex- 
tremely awkward, and can do nothing with 
their Hands but cat and drefs, comforting them- 
felves in the Renunciation of numual Accom- 
pli(bmcnts, for the Applaufe of thofe of tha 
Miad, .vhich^ every one allows them. laowA* 
ing their^upinenefs, they intimate their Difm-* 
tereftcdnefs and Contempt of Ambition : They 
are not afhamed of being flovenly, as an Indi- 
cation that they are hcedleis about Infignifican« 
cies, that tliey may with more Intenfenefs at- 
tend to ITiings folid and important. A Sbldfer 
afFeds to fay, it was Rafhnefs or Curiofity car- 
^^icd him into the Trenches, or to fuch a dan- 
gerous 
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gerous Pofty without being on Duty ; and adda^ 
that the Genend reprimanded him for it. Thus a 
iblid Genius, bom with thofe comprehenfive En- 
dowments, which other Men in vain endeaivouc 
to acquire ; who has improved the.oaturaI Fpic« 
of his Mind by great Experience ; whom the 
Number, Weight, Variety, Difficulty and bn- 
portance of Affiurs employ without Embarrafll 
ttient \ who, by hb Forcfig^ and Penetration, 
makes himfelf Mafter of all Events i who^ very 
hs from confulting die Maxims aad<Ke$e^ont 
written on Government and PoliticLa, is per« 
hapsoneof thofefublimeSonlf born to beaModd 
to others, and by whofe Example tfaofe Maxima 
are verified or refuted ; who is diverted by the 
greatThings he does,fxomthe pleaiant and s^ree* 
able Tilings be might read, and to whom there 
can be no Inftrudion more fiJid, no Enter- 
tainment mom fenfible than a Reccfleftion of 
Ids own Life and Actions : A Man thus form^ 
od, may ttStf^ and virithout any Blemifli to 
hisCharader fry, that he knovirs noAing of 
Books, and never reads. 

. Men would fometimes hide their Imperledi* 
ons, or leflen the Opinipn vre have of them, 
by a voluntary ConfeiSon. I am no Scholar, 
(ays an errant Blockhead that knows nothing* 

I am old, fays a Man above Threefcore : And 

aoo^ 
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inothcr, I am not rich» when he is wretched- 
ly pdor. 

: Hiere is either no fuch'Thing^as Modeftjr 
of it is confounded with fomething quite hete- 
rogeneous. If we take it from an interior 
. Scntijiienc«= which debafes a Man in his own 
Eycs^^ liiu^ iS'^ fopernatural Virtue^ and we call 
it Humility. • Mai jiaturally thinks conceitedly 
ahd haOgi^tiljr of himfelf, and of himfelf only . 
'Mode% ortly tends to qualify this Difpoiitioii« 
It is fin external Virtue, which governs our 
Eyps,. Carriage, Words, VoiCCy and dire& a 
.Man to aiSl. with others to outward Appear- 
.ancc, as if he was very far from defpifing.them. 

There is a yery numerous. Tribe, who are 
far gpne;4n making a Comparifon of themfelves 
'with others, and always decidi;ig in Favour of 
■tbeir fi^n Pre eminence, behave accordingly. 

You fay Mcii muft be * ftio^ifft^* that is the 

'"W^ft- 6t all well-bred Perfon?; it iHIl be fo, if 

you will but take care that fifth Modefty be 

.not trampled upon» and that the Pliant be not 
crufhed. 

• Again, the Cry is, People fliould he modeft 
in their Drrfs j Men of Merit defure nothing 

more-! But the World are for Ornament \ we 

com- 



comply with them ; Superfluity takes witk 
them^ we are not wanting in it $ fome value 
others only for fine Linen, or rich Qoaths, and 
We are content to purchafeEfteem, even on thefe 
Terms : There are fome Places where a Gen- 
tleman muft appear, and where Admittance is 
annexed to Lace or Embroidery, or a com- 
manding Mark of Dignity. 

Vanity and the high Value we fet on our- 
fchres, manifeft a Surmife, that others carry it 
with an intentional Haughtinefs to\«ards us, 
which is fometimes true, and often falfe : A 
modeft Man is not troubled with thefe Difqui- 
etudcs. 

As we ought to forbid ourfelves the extrava- 
gant Vanity of imagining that others view tig 
with Pleafure and Eftecm, that our Talents and 
Excellencies are the Topitks of their Convcr- 
fations,fo wefhould maintain that rational Con- 
fidence in ourfelves as not to fancy when aiiy 
whifper, it is to our Diiadvantage, and that tyt^ 
xy Laugh is levelled at us. 

How is this ! Alftppm faluted me to day, 
and with a fmile threw himfelf almoft out of 
the Coach to take notice of me.? I am not 
rich, and what's worfe was a foot } according 

to 
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to the prefent Modes of Life, he fliould not 
iiaye feen me. Oh ! now I have hit on it, it was 
that I might fee him in the fame Coach with 
.iheDuke of . 

Men are fo full of themfelves, that felf is the 
univerfal Motive ; every thing favours of it s 
they love to be fccn, to be flicwn, to be falu- 
ted, even by fuch as do not know them j if 
they omit it, they arc concluacd to be irifo^ 
lent Coxcombs : Would they have People con- 
jure to find out who we are ? 

Wc never feek Happinefe within ourfelvcs, 
but in the Opinion of Men, whom wc know 
to be Flatterers, unjuft, envious, cap/uiousand 
prepoffeffcd : Strange Infaiuation ! 

One would think Men could not laugh, but 
at T^at is really laughable : There are fome 
People who laugh as well at what is not fo, as 
at what is. If you are a Fool and inconfi- 
dcrate, • and fome Impertinence efcapes you, 
they laugh at you : If you are wife, and no- 
thing but what is pertinent cames from you, 
and with all Propriety of Phrafo, ft ill thefe merry 
Folks will have their Laugh at you. 

They who by Artifice or Violence, de- 
prive 
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isrive os of our Subftance^ or of our Honour b^ 
Calumnies, fliew cthEtvllj that they bear ua no 
good will I but their Injuries are not a fiire 
Argument, that they have loft all manner of 
Eftcem for us, accordingly we are not hardened 
againft Forgivenefs, which may in time fettle 
in a cordial Reconciliation. Ridicule, on die 
contrary, is, of all Injuries, the leaft pardon* 
able ; it is the Language of Contempt, has the 
very Empbafis of it ; it attacks a Man in hit 
innermoft Intrenchment, the good Opinion he 
has of himfclf j it aims at making him ridi- 
culous in his own Eyes $ and thus convincing 
him, that the Pcrfon who ridicules him, it in 
the very worft Difpofition towards him, in- 
flames him to Irreconcileablenefs. 

It is monflrous to confider how pleafed we 
are, how we triumph in rallying, expofing 
and decrying others, and yet how furious and 
enraged when we ourrelves are rallied, expofed 
and decried. 

Health and Riches, excluding all Senlation 
of Wretchednefs, are apt to beget a want of 
Humanity towards our fufFering Fellow-Crea- 
tures 5 and they who are burthened with their 
own Miferies, are known to feel moft tenderly 
- tiicf^ cf others. 

In 
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In:refinet^Souls, Feafts, Sights, and Mufick 
bavefo fltange an Operation, that they be- 
come more tenderly afieded with' the Misfor* 
tunes of their Relations^ and Acquaintances. 

A great Soul is above Injury, Detradion ^pr 
Raillery $ and would be invulnerable, were it 
AOt open to Compaffion. 

At the fight of certain Miferies, there is a 
kind of ihame in being happy. 

* Men have a very quick Perception of their 
Accomp!i(hments, but are as dull in difcover- 
ing their Defefts : They are ne?ver ignorant 

of their fine Eye-brows and handfome Naik, 
but fcarce know that they have loft an Eye, 
and will never be prefuaded, that they want 
Underftanding. 

Argira pulls off her Glove to fhcw her white 
- Hand, and never forgets to let her little Shoe 
be feen, that fhc may be fuppofed to have a fmaH 
Foot ; (he laughs equally at things pleafant or 
ferious, to fliew her fine Sett of Teetli 5 if (he dil- 
covers her Ears, it is becaufe they are fmall 
and pretty ; and if fhe does not dance, it is 

* The Chevalier deSolJfonSy a natural Son of the 
Count de Sotfonj, killed at the Battle of Sedan in 

1641, who had but one Eye. 

R becauie 
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becauTe (be is not well fatisfieci with her Shape, 
which indeed is not of the Sugar-loaf kind ; (he 
Jcnows pcrfeclly well all her feveral Interefts, 
one thing only excepted, (he is perpetually 
talking, and has fcarce common Senfe. 

The Virtues of the Heart arc of fmall ac- 
count, whilft the Endowments of the Mind* 
and tlie Accomplifhments of the Body arc idol- 
ifed. He who fays coldly of himfelf, and with- 
out any thoughts of exceeding Modefty, that 
he is good, conftant, faithful, (Incere, juft 
and grateful, dare not fay he is witty, or (aga- 
cious, that he has fine Teeth, or a foft Skin; 
that would be Vanity with a Witnefs. 

It is true, there are two Virtues which Men 
T^eculiarly admire. Bravery and Liberality ; be— 
CLufe there are two things which they very 
much value, and of which thefe Virtues mak-^ 
no great account, Life and Money; accoxr- 
dingly no body boafts of himfelf, that he 5s 
brave or liberaL 



Who fays of himfelf, and efpecially wi^^Ii- 
out Reafon, that he is beautiful, liberal or 
magnanimous. Men have fet too great a value 
on thofe Qualifications ; fo they are contented 
with thinking themfelves fuch. 

What- 
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Whatever Similarity appears between Jealou- 
sy and Emulation, there is no Icfs difference 
than between Vice and Virtue. 

The Objcfts of Jealouiy and Emulation arc 
the fame, that is, the Profperity or Merit of 
another, with this difference, the laft is a volun- 
tary Sentiment, bold, and fmccre, which animates 
the Soul to the Imitation of great Examples, fo 
far as often to excel wliat it admired 5 the for- 
mer on the other hand is a cornpulfive Motion, 
and a Breed Acknowledgment of ftipcrior 
Merit, which yet often denies or degrades 
the Virtues of the Subjedts v/herein they exift; 
or if it confcfs them, refufes the Praiie, and 
envies the Reward \ a barren P^iflion, which 
leaves a Man in the fame State it found iniTijiills 
him with high Ideas of himfelf and render:, him 
cold and full en with refpeft to the Excellencies of 
others, which makes him adonifhcd to fee any 
other Qualifications in the World than his.own, 
or other Men with the fame in which he prides 
himfelf : A (hamcful Vice, fwclling naturally 
into Vanity and Prcfumption ; and docs not To 
much perfuade him who is infedled with it, % 
that he has more Senfe and Merit than others, 
as that he alone has Senfe and Merit. 

Emulation and Jealoufy are alwa^^ {owtv^vsv 
Fcrfons of the fame Art, the l^xm^T-j^^v^^- -^snj^w 

R 2 ^^^^^- 



364 7^^ OxiraSlirs^ #r 

Conditions. The meancft Artificers are moft 
lubjtft to Jealoufy ; they who profcfs tlie li- 
beral ArtS) or the Belles Lettres, as Painters, 
Muficians, Orators, Poets, and Authors ought 
not to be capable of any thing but Emulationt 

Jealoufy is never free from fome fort; of 
Envy, and thcfe two Paffions arc often taken 
one for the other. On the contratyt Envy 
may fometimes be without any Mixture , pi 
Jealoufy, as when it is excited by Conditions 
infinitely above our own, an overgrown For- 
tune, the royal Favour, or the Secretaryfl)ip. 

Envy and Hatred are ever united, ftrengthen- 
fng each other againft the fame Subjefl:, and arc 
not diftlnguifhable but in this, that one aims at 
the Perfon, the other faftem on the Conditioni 
and Chara(Sler. 

A Man of Senfe is not jealous of a Chafer 
who has curioufly finifhed a fine Piece of Plate, 
or of a Statuary for his exquifiCe Figure : He is 
furc there are in thefe Arts Rules and Me- 
thods, without his Verge ; Tools, whofe Ufes, 
Names, and Forms he does not know, and he 
fatisfies himfelf with not being Mafter of s 
Trade, to which as he has not ferved an Ap- 

prenticefhip ; he may be, on the contrary, fuC^ 

ceptiblc 
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ceptible of Er.Tv, srd -. vcn t i.-.i. ii:v ■■■ . ■ i 
I'loic who arc at rhe Hei:"n, ..s .r u: t.ji: « : » 
good Senfe, ofirhich 'wc ius i!i . .su.il '•' i 

with them, were the oniv fntiri::i.. :tt:. . .tuiinr 
to a fuccef&fui Ad!iiir.iilr;:t;;i:) t^r uiiun Ad -. 
foreign and dome;Uc^ without ..nv Ui Km 
Helps of Rules, Forms rund ^xpc-iu-::. 

We meet with fcv.- ii::criv Iml mi-i .l<nt i 
Souls i die fublime and rraiifcTinIinK ui liil 
fewer: the Generality of Manknui ibnd l-.-- 
tween thefc two Extremes: The Iiumx.iI »» 
fiOed with Multitudes of nnlinury Gcinino, 
but all very ufeful, and the Oriuincitct .md 
Si^orts of theCommcn-wR:iIt!i IIkicj-,.! 
<iuce the agreeable and prolitublc. (tu.^ ... 
coixrerfiuit in Commerce, Financ,.s, VV..i, N.i 
ligation. Arts, Trades, Intrigue, isjvtwiv ...ui 
Converfation. 

All dieSenfe in the World ii uxWi^ w» -^ -^i 
that has none; without Views hi;nivli% N. v. : 
Hot be improved by tiiol'c of ;i:ioih^i. 

To feel the want of Rc.::^:^ U juaS '-* "^-^^ 
ing it ; an Idiot is notcaj^u^'c \X o^V:* ^* '» usm. 
The beft Thing next ^> \V;q )i.^\ wUn»x^u»!.v:< 
chat it is not in us ; wuhowi W ^iix a ^NU^^ i*»»i\hi 

R t it* 
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then know how to behave himfclf fo, as not ta 
aj^pear to be a Fool or a Coxcomb. 

A Man who has no great Share of Senfe id 
compofed and all of a Piece \ he never laughs^ 
bap.tcrs, or trifles, equally incapable of rifing 
to great Things, as of entertaining himfelf with 
tlie lefTsr ; he can hardly bring himfelf to toy 
with his Children. 

Every one fays of a Coxcomb^ that he is a 
Coxcomb i no body dares tell him fo to his 
face ; he dies without knowing it, and no body 
isTcvengjcd on him for aU.hisImpertiaencies« 

What a ft range DiiTonance is there between 
the Heart and Mind ! Philofophcrs live wick- 
edly with all their Maxims; and Politicians, 
full of Schemes and Reflections, cannot gpvdrii 
ihemfelves. 

* 

Wit wears like other Things; 'Sciences are 
its Aliment, they both nourifh and confii mc.it. 

Ordinary Men are fometimes, I may (ay, 
incommoded witii many i>fclefs Virtues, hav^ 
ing no occafion to exert them. 

We m«et with fome Men * who'gracefull)^ 
fapport the Weight of Favour, whofe GreatnefS 



* Ownt Lauzun.. 
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fits eafy on them, and who, from the Eminence 
of Power, can look down without Giddinefs. 
On the contrary, they, on whom Fortune, with- 
out Choice or Difcernment, has precipitately 
fliWered its BlefEngs, behave infolently and 
extravagantly ; their Eyes, their Carriage, their 
Stalk, their Voice, and difficulty of Accefs, 
declare a long while the Self-admiration, the 
Exultation and unexpected Grandeur with 
which they are intoxicated : They become in 
the endfo wild, that their Fall only can tame 
them. 

A jftout robuft Fellow,' on a l^air of broad 
jShoulders, carries heavy Burdens' with a good 
Grace, and with one Hand at Liberty, while 
a. Dwarf would be* cruflied with half of it. 
Thus eminent Stations inake greait Men yet 
more great, and little ones lefs. 

Some Men gain by being extraordinary, they 
Ikud along with full Sail in a Sea, where others 
are (hipwrecked j are fucceffively promoted, by 
Ways quite oppofite to the general Rules for 
obtaining Preferment; they' reap from their Ir- 
regularity and Folly all the Advantages of a 
confummate Wifdom ; Men devoted to other 
Men; to Kings whom they have idolized as 
their laft Afylum, the Refuge of their Defpair, 
arid whom they do not ferve ,but divert ; thcfe 

R + ' ' Mea 
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Men of Merit and Capacity are ufeful to 
Kings, * as always ready with Puns and Jefts, 
which fupply the Deficiency, and obtain the 
Rewaird of valuable Actions : By being comical 
they become important, and an artful Buffoonry 
raifes them to refpe^ble Employments: At 
Jength they are unexpe£tedly hurried into a 
. Futurity, which they neither hoped nor feared ; 
all that remaina of them here is the Example 
of their Fortune^ which to imitate would be 
dangeroua. 

One would cxpeft from fome Perfont, who 
were once f capable of a noble berok A^on^ 
that without being exhaufted by a (ii^le Perform* 
ance, however arduous, they fhould, at leall» 
be as rational and difcreet, in their After-beha- 
viour, as commonly Men are, that th^ flioiild 
be above any Meannefs which may difparage 
their former Reputation j that by mingling left 
with the People, they ftiould not give them an 
Opportunity to view them at too near a Di- 



* The Duke tU la TeuiUaie^ to whofe exmnest For- 
tune his ludricous Wit and voluntary Gafconades, 
greatly contributed. 

\ James II. of England^ who, when Duke ofTork, 
behaved very gallantly by Sea and Land ; but |die 
Crown made a wretched Alteration in him. 

. .. fiance j 
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fiance ; by which Curiofity end Aiaii.'L;it>B 
may fint into Indifference^ and, pcrheps, t'. 
to Contempt. 

It is eafier for fome Men • to e,-..-;^:. ihcrr- 
felves with a thoudud Virtues, thiin \^ t'-Tii.-t 
one fingle Defed > They are ever, ^o -i:;o.-.;:. 
nate, that this Vice is often the ie;.;'; I'j.'.i.:.^* i^ 
their Condition, and c;jn;'ta--:eriili i:,.-,v; ;.'.- 
more Satyr on them; it obfcyrc; :r.L. ;^l.-r.iui 
ef their great Qualities, fcnd depriv^i i;,.,ni (■' 
a compleat Reputation j a more c>;:t; ;:,*/- 
quaimance witii Literature ji r.w .-to...,.- „f 
them, nor that they /hould be n.-^re 
inaintaia Order or Difciplinc, cr be jiy 
duous to their Duty, more zti-.ii.ji f-,i ;. , 
Good,, more folemn in thtir Depon.i^.r"'' '^ 
would only dcfire them to be left aniwt ' *' 

Some Men, in the courfe cf - , , . 
some to differ, fo much from xi^'- ''-- 
Tempers, Talents and Inclination- ^^i"*^ ''- 
are utterly unknowable, the Very bL^ *^ 
what appeared in them in thtir V - .2^ I ' 
were pious, wifc and icarned, "" 
dulgeocies into wljich a toi 
krefiiiibly feduces, are fc n 
•utuiaCareerofPjearttr, 
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gwa themfclvcs up to the moft abandoned Di{^ 
folutncfs, whom, at laft,. Misfortunes have ren- 
dered religious, juft and temperate, ThefiB 
commonly prove great Men, who may be re- 
lied upon ; they have an experienced Virtue, s 
Probity tried by Patience and Advcrfity ; thejr 
owe their Candour, Oeconomy, Application^ 
and the prodigious Capacity which they fome- 
timcs are fecn to difplay, to a Confinement at 
home, and the Leifiire of a {battered Fortune. 

All Mens Misfortunes proceed- from their 
Averfion to being alone 5 hence Gaming, Riotj 
Extravagancej Wine, Women, Ignorance, 
Railing, Envy and Forgetfulncfs of God and 
Ihemfelves. 

Men are fometimes unaccountably deprefled 
and wanting to themfelves ; Darknefs and Soli- 
tude ftartles them with hideous Imaginations and 
vifionary Terrors ; the leaft Evil that in thole 
gloomy Seafons can befal them, is a Weari- 

fomnefs of every. Thing. 

Lazinefe begat Wearifomnefs, and this put 
Men in queft of Diverfions, Play and Company, 
on which however it is a conftant Attendant $ 
he who works hardj has enough to do widi 
huniclf otherwiTc. 

' The 
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The gre a t efl Part of Mankind employ their 
firft Years tx) make their laft miferable. 

♦ There are fome Works which begin with 
A, and end at Z 3 good, bad 2nd worA, ail 
comes in, efpecially nothing of a certain Na- 
ture is forgot i thefe, though made up of far- 
fetcht Flights and AflFe£tation, are termed 
Sports of Wit ; and there is alfo a Sport of 
Conduft; a Thing is begun, it muft be ended 
at all Hazards, it would be a Shame to dcuft > 
when perhaps it might be better to alter the 
Dsfign, or enlireiy to drop it 5 but the very 
Dlfiiculty and Ocdnefs of the Thing are the 
Incentives to proceed 5 they go on ftimulated 
by a Spirit of Contradiftlon and Vanity, Rcafon 
having declined being any longer of the Party. 
This Obflinacy is found in Adtion« apparently 
virtuous, and often in fome of a religious Na- 
ture. 

Duty is what goes moft againft tlic Grain, 
becaufe in doing that, we do only what we arc 
ftriftly obliged to, and arcfeldom mucli pralfcJ 
for it. Praife of all Things is the moft pomr- 
ful Incitement to commendable Aflions, atul 
animates us in our Entcrprizcs. * Nnias luvcs 



* The Academy's Dirtionary. f The Curate 
of vhe Hofpiul of ihe Invalidci at Paris. 



an oflentatious Qiarity, whereby be is made a 
Superintendant of the Neceffities of the Poor, 
the Depofitory of their Inheritance, and his 
Houfe the Publick Office for the Diftribution 
thereof i his Gates are open to any with a blue 
Gown and a Badge. Every one fees and talks 
of his Charity, and who is there that could fuf- 
peft his Honefty befides his Creditors ? 

Girmtis died of mere Decrepitude, and with- 
out iigning the Will that had lain by him thirty 
Years; dying dius intefiate, hb Subftance is 
fliared among ten or a dozen Relations, though 
he had been kept alive fo long purely by theCare 
of his Wik jf/leriay who though young and beau- 
tiful, was always near him, comforted his old 
Age, and at laft dofed his Eyes. The ungrateful 
Hunk has not left her enough to fet her above 
the Neceffity of marrying another old Hufband. 

When People are loath to fell their Offices in 
their old Age, or to refign them to others, one 
would think them poiTefled of fi Notion that 
they are immortal, and hope certainly, that 
Death has nothing to do with them s or if they 
"believe Death may one time or other overtake: 
them»^t is a Sign they love no body bat them^ 
felvesk 



Paujlus is a Rake, a Prodigal, a Libertine, 
ungrateful and brutal, yet his Unde Jurelius 
could neither hate him, nor difinherit bin^ 

Frohtinusy his other Nephew, after twenty 
Years known Honefty, and an affiduous Com- 
plaifance for this old Man, could never gain his 
Favour i accordingly his Legacy is a pitiful 
Annuity, which he muft receive from the Hands 
of FauftuSy his Uncle's fole Executor. 

Hatred is fo lafting and fo obflinate, that 
Reconciliation on a iick Bed, certainly fore- 
bodes Death* 

We infinuate ourfelves into the Favour of 
others, either by flattering the Paflions, which 
diforder their Minds, or pitying the Infirmities 
imder which their Bodies labour ; thefe are the 
only Ways whereby we can fhew our Regard 
for them : Whence it proceeds, that the healthy 
and the moderate are not the moft ductile, but 
hardned againft Artifice. 

Softnefe and Voluptuoufiiefi are innate to 
Men, and ftick by them till they die; it b 
beyond the Power of happy, or unhappy Ac- 
cidents to detach them : they are the Emanations 
of Profpcrity^ or ufed a$ Solaces in Adver&ty. 

The 
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The moft onnatural Sight ra the World iB aa 
old Man in Love. 

Few remember that they have been young, 
and how hard it was then to. live chafte and 
temperate; the firft Thing, when Men have 
renounced Pleafiire, cither out of Decency, Sa- 
tiety, or Necefllty, is to condemn it in others. 
This Sort of Reproof, however, is not free 
from a latent Affeftion for their forfaken Plea- 
fures ; they would intcrdiA to all others what 
they can themfelvei no longer enjoy -, their Ad- 
monitions are the Snarlings of Jealouiy, not the 
Dilates of Purity. 

♦ It is not any Apprehenfion that they (hall 
want Money one Time or other, which makes 
old Men niggardly ; fome of them having fuch 
prodigious Heaps, that thofe Fears are not fup- 
pofeable in them. Beiides, how can the Fear 
of wanting Conveniencies in their latter Years 
difturb them, when, at thclnfligation of Avarice, 
they voluntarily deny themfelves of Neceffaries? 
Neither is it a Defire to leave vaft Sums to their 
Children, it being againft Nature to love any 
body better th^n ourfelvesj befides, there are 
many Mifers who have no Heirs. This Vice 
is rather the EfFedl of Age and Conftitution in 
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oic Mcc. Tci Trhicr tnrr thenar nsittirai]tA' tivr 
iprz\^a: tnr^- did ro lie iirrsnik Imiui^ll^ of Pl«!- 
firrt- or to tnsr, o: rimbitior. ir. their Manh<y>d : 
Tnertis nc need o:"^'i^or. Youth, or Herirh to 
betenadouL- re: o:' Aihvitr tr hoard up ; l^t 
the Ivlone^ iit ftil; ir^ vas Coffers, and Vt him 
deny riimfeif ever;^' thing, and the Bufinc*s 
goes ijrward. Thi£ fuirs old Men, wh<s a* 
Mer;, muf: Lave one dsriing Paffion or other. 

There are Tome Peonle \rho arc mcanK- 
lodged, lie i;2rd5 wear thread-bart Ck>aths, oj>c 
the Rfifufe of ihe Market, who never appear in 
Company, living in a fordid Privacy, who arc 
in Pain for the Time prcfcnt, paft, and to comev 
whofe Lives are a perpetua] Penance, who hax'f 
cunningly found out the moft irkfomc Way to 
Perdition ; I mean the niggardly* 

Old Men pleafe themfclves in rcni€ml>erinix 
their Youth ; they delight in tlic Places where 
they pafTed it ; the Perfons with whom thty 
then began an Acquaintance arc dear if) thtm i 
they afFe£l certain Words which ihcy ufeil when 
they were young; they keep to the olil M;uut*'» 
of Singing and Dancing, boaft of th<* FafhtMtii< 
in ufe formerly, in Cloath<)| Kurnifti^"* ^M'l 
Equipages 3 they cannot \ii\\\^ sS\\:\\\\^\stn \n 

difai^ove of the Tiiii'K'» whkb fervtrf Hm-i^ 
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Paffion^ but are always calling them tomuiiL 
How can one imagine they fliould prefer new 
Cttfloms and Fafhions, and Contrivances^ in 
which they have no Share, from which they 
have nothing to hope, which young Men have 
invented, and which give them in their Turn 
Aich g^reat Advantages over their Elders. 

Too much Negligence as well as too much 
Nicety in DrefUng, multiplies old Mens Wrln^ 
kles, and expofes their Senility. 

An old Man is proud, morofe,. and unibciable^ 
M he has not an uncommon Share of Senfe. 

* An old Courtier, with Veracity, good 
Senfe, and a faithful Memory, is an ineftimable 
TreafuTQ ; he is full of Tranfa£tions and Maxr 
ims } in him one may find the Hiftory of the 
Age, enriched with a great many c|yiou9 Cir-^ 
cumftances, which wc never meet with in Books . 
from him we may learn fuch Rules for our Con- 
duct and Manners, of the more Weight, being 
founded on Fa£b, and illuftrated byftriking 
Examples. 

Young Men, by reafon of their Paffions, 
which employ their Thoughts with a 



• The Ute Duke de r/Am. ' 

3 Mul- 
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Multiplicity of Schemes and Ideas^ can better 
away with Solitude than old Men. 

* Phidtppusy old as he is, ftudies nothing 
more than Nicety and Effeminacy ; and even in 
every Particular; he eats, drinks, fleeps, and 
games by Art ; he fcrupuloufly obferves the mi* 
nuteft Rules of Indulgence he has prefcrib* 
ed to himfelf : A Miftrcfs, if his Regularity 
allowed of a Miftre&, could not prevail for 
any Infringement; be is almoft overburthen* 
ed with Superfluities, but which Cuftom hal 
rendered neceflary; he does all he can to 
firengthen the Bands of Life^ and is feduloas to 
lay out the Remainder in making its Lofi mmt 
grievous ; was he, not Hien Mi^re fuffidenfly 
afitud of dying ? ' 

i* Gnaiho lives for no Body but himfeli^ and 
the reft of the World are ta him as if they wore 
not in being : Taking the firft Seat at Table if 
not all, he muft have the Room of two other 
Men ; and, as if the Dinner was not provided 
for all the Company, no lefs than for him, he 
lays hold of every Difb, and will take a luftf 
Tafte of them all before he fixes on any ; hLr 
Hands ferve for Elnife and Fork, he paws the 



• The Abbot Dojtce. 

t The Mai^iiis ik Smtle. 
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Meat, tears it to Pieces, and picks and culls^ 
that if the Guefls will dine, it muft be on his 
Leavings. Thus he liiys about with a Bruta- 
lity, enough to fpoil the fharpeft Stomachs ; 
you fee the Gravy and the Sauce run down 
his Beard and Chin ; if he takes Part of a Ra* 
gou out of a Difh, be fpills it by the Way oiv 
other DiOies, and on the Cloth, fo you may^ 
diftinguifh his Plate by i;he Track; be chainp> 
rather than cats, and rolls* his Eyos. about a* 
jnidft the Cnifli of his Teeth ; he makes every 
Place his Home, and whether at Church or the 
Piay, will have as much EJbow-room as if he 
yns in his Pkrlopr ; when he rides in hia 
Coach it muA be :Jways backwards ^ he iays^ 
that ietting forward throws him into a Swoon i 
when he travels, he is before-hand with the 
Company, chufes the beft Chamber and Bed ; 
hurries his own and other Servants, makes ufe 
of every Thing he lays his Hands on ; he kin^ 
dies at the leaft Inconvenience to himfclf, pities 
none, knows no Pains but his own, his Cor- 
pulency and Choler ; laments no Body's Deaths 
ears no Body's but his own, and to refcue 
himfelf would willingly confent to the Extir- 
pation of Mankind. 

♦ Clita never had but two Things to do. in 

* MdC ifOUfrm and df Broufm. 

his 
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his Life, to dine in the Morning, and fup in 
the Evening 5 he feenrjs only born for Digeftion^ 
his whole Life is but one Difcourfe of the 
Courfes which were ferved up at the laft Enter- 
tainment, the Variety of Soups, the Made- 
Difhes, and the Defert are his inexhauftible 
Topicks ; he expatiates with a furfeiting Flu- 
ency on the feveral Fruits and different Kinds 
of Sweetmeats, the Wines, and other delicious 
Liquors; he is perfcdly well verfcd in tht 
culinary Dialed, and i» fuch an Orator in 
Epicurifm, that he makes one long to be at a 
good Table, provided he were not to be there ; 
he has fo nice a Palate, that he cannot be im* 
poied upon in a Ragout improperly feaibnedf 
or adulterated Wines. He is, in ihort, a Per^ 
ibn admirable in his Way, who has brought 
the' Art of good Eating to the higheft Perfec- 
fe£tion, and never will his Fellow be fecn for 
a delicate Gluttony ; he is the fuprpme Judge 
of good Bits, and it would be Ruflicity to like 
any Thing which he did not approve. But he 
IS no more ; he would, at the laft Gafp, be 
carried to the Table ; eating was the laft AA 
of his fenfual Life. 

Ruffinus begrns to turn grey, but he is 
healthy ; his ruddy Cheeks and fparkling Eyes, 
promiie him at leaft twenty Years more ; he ts 

eafy. 
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taSjf gay, jovial and familiar ; he laughs 
heartily at any thing, fears nothing, is not 
difpleafed with himrdf, nor any of his Fire- 
fide } he is fatisfied with his little Fortune^ 
and even calls himfelf happy. Some lime 
iince his only Son died, who was the Hopes 
of the Family, and might have been its Ho> 
Hour ; Weeping he left to others, faying, Afy 
mJy Sm is dtad^ it will be the Death of bis Af#* 
<kr, and was comforted. He has no Paffions, 
no Friends nor Enemies, no Body molefts him, 
nor he any one; every Thing fuiti him^he talks 
to thofe be never finnr before^ with the fiuns 
Freedom and Confidence as to thofe he calls his 
M Friends; he tells them prefently all bis 
Stories and Conundrums ; his Acqu^ntance 
come up to him, and go aWay withbut Va 
minding it ; but the Tale he beg^ to oofe^ 
Jie fintfhes to another. 

^ ... is lefi worn out with Age than Difeafe, 
die poor Gentleman is but threefcore and eight, 
but alas ! he has the Gout and Gravel, is quite 
emaciated, has a fallow Complexion,yet, witb all 
the Symptoms of Mortality, he marles hisLandsi 
and reckons that he Ihall not dung them thefe 
fifteen Years ; he plants a Wood, and hopes, 
that in leis than twenty Years, it will afford hims 
delightfia Shade, befides fpecial Nuts. He builds » 

FceC' 
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fee ?■■•=:. E-T^ Dtyy without: 

Frrgmfe wbut ha 
fa» 03DS. snf iris rrgrc vtac fte vfefigiM Bus 
thrr : Hr me mc i»a5f ix ils C&C»&Mi> fcr 
be kas ime, aor fbr kb Ilet::^ & 0<w of 

Ymz T*^ ^'T- All ff!5 Ril^jji'^^ i$ r,^« bimt* 
fctf, whh OQC Fooc la the Grav;?. 

J^f9*^as has a trivid and i>o?u!at Pt*?fl r tt 
is as weD known to the Mob « the P^rilih'brA- 
dies; in the Morning he runs up Aiui xW» 
the Courts of Juftice, in the Afternooi\ tuuvl^ir!^ 
'along the Streets and Squares, as if he hA\l Uu> 
fineis in all Parts. He has been a Petty to^tei 
thefe forty Years, and always nearer the Kiul 

of his Life than of Entanglements : 'I'hcit? h(«ii 
not been a litigious Suit depending ftncc he pue 
on the Gown, but he has had a Hand in it. I ti* 
is every Body's Kinfman and Enemy | thvin U 
fcarce a Family but has fome Qiuirrel with hlHi, 
or be with them : He is perpetually eiiKit|ff'd lit 
Statutes of Bankruptcy, or in Exccuttoni s Kiiiitii 
.leifure Intervals he finds for Vi(ie»i whiii# lii* 
talks of Suits and Tria)f| njud f«tiilU Mtt^ 
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News : This Hour he is at one End of the 
Town, and. the next at the other ; and where- 
evcr he has been, is to be heard of by the Lyes 
he has left behind him : If any Body has the 
moft urgent Occaiion to wait on a Judge at 
his Chambers, they are fure of meeting Anti- 
goras there, and to their Misfortune, for bis 
Affairs muft be flrft expedited, or neither they, 
nor the Judge will have any Peace. 

Some Men live a long Life, fpent between 
defending themfelves, and injuring others ; at 
laft they die, worn out with Age, and after 
having caufcd as many Evils as they fuffcred. 

There muft, I confeCs, be Judgments, Sei- 
fures, Prifons, and Executions : But, with Sub- 
miffion to Juftice and Law, my Hair ftands an 
end, when I clofely confider with what Vio- 
lence and Rancour Men adl towards one ano- 
ther. 

We meet with certain wild * Animals, malf 
and female, fpread over the Country : They 
are black and tanned, chained as it were to the 
Earth, which they are always digging and 
turning up with an unwearied Laborioufnefs \ 

• Country Labourers. 

they 
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they have fomething like an articulate Voice, 
•and when they ftand on their Feet, they dif- 
Xover a human Face,' and indeed are Men ; at 
Night they retire into their Burrows, >^ere 
they live on brown Bread, Water, Roots, and 
Herbs : TTiey fpare other Men the Trouble of 
fowing, labouring, and reaping for their Suf- 
tenance, and deferve, one would think, in Re- 
compence, not to want the Bread they them- 
fclves prepare with fuch daily Fatigue. 

- Don Fernando lives in the Country, is lazy, 
ignorant, quarrelfome, knavifh, intemperate 
and impertinent, draws his Sword againft his 
Neighbours, and expofes his Life for nothing ; 
he has kill'd Men for Trifles, and muft expeft 
to drop himfclf one Day for as little Reafon. 

A Country Nobleman, ufelefs to his Nation, 
Family^ or himfelf, oftentimes without Houfe, 
Cloaths or the leaft Merit, tells you ten Times 
a day that he is a Gentleman^ defpifes Judges and 
Kfagi/i ^f es as Upflarts, fpends his Time among 
Parc/j ^xs ^^^ ^^ Titles, which he would not 
par^ • H io^ ^^ Chancellor's Mace. 

^ favours, Genius, Riches, Dignity, 

\^^'^^^ Force, Induftry, Capacity, Virtue, 
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tence, Villenage^ and Servitudey* mingle one 
with another in a thoufand various Manners, 
and compound one for the other in different 
Subje£b ; and hence the Aptitude for oppofite 
Employments and a kind of Balance of Merit. 
When People know each other's Strength and 
Weakneis, they a£l reciprocally, as they believe 
it their Duty; they knowtheir Equals, are confci- 
ous of the Superiority fome have over them, and 
thefe feldom overlook their own Pre-eminence ; 
Gradations produceFamiliarity,Deference,Pride, 
and Contempt : This is the Reafon which in- 
duces Men in Places of publick Refort, to avoid 
fome, and accoft others ; that they are proud of 
being feen with fome, and afhamed of others: 
This is the Reafon why the Perfon whom you 
fo refpe£tfully'falute, with wt)om yoi^are defi- 
rous to talk^ fhuffles you off and quits you ; 
perhaps to meet the fame abrupt Treatment j the 
(ame Perfon who blufhes a^ meeting his Inferior, 
may raife a Blufh in another, and^e Slighter in 
one Place becomes flighted in another \ it is alfo 
an innate Principle to repay Contempt with 
Hatred. Miferable Difpofition ! fince then it 
is certain, that what we imagine to gain on one 
Side, we certainly lofe on another ; fhould not 
we do better, if renouncing all Manner of Con- 
ceit aad Hai^htinefs, Qualitiess little fuiuble 

to 
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to human Frailties, the unanimous Refolves were 
to tieat each other with mutual Sympadiy^ 
Courteoufnefs, and Benevolence?; by which 
Means we fhould at once gain two mighty Ad- 
vantages, never to be mortified ourfelvesr, ^nd 
never to mortify others. 

Inftead of being frightened or afhamed at the 
Name of Philofopher, everybody ought to have 
a deep Tinfture of Philofophy : It becomes 
every one j its Pradice is ufeful to People of all 
Ages, Sexes, and Conditions ^ it comforts us un- 
der the Profperity of others, under partial Prefer- 
ences, Difappointmcnts and Misfortunes, theDe* 
cay of Strength andBeauty J itfteels us againft Po- 
verty, Age, Sicknefe, and Death ; againft Fools 
and Buffoons ; it will be a tranquil Companion 
in Celibacy, or alleviate the Incumbrances of 
Marriage. 

Men are one Hour overjoyed at little Events^ 
and overcome with Grief the next for a Di&p'* 
pointment ofno greater Concern j nothing is 
more unequal and incoherent than the Ideas and 
Emotions of mofl Mens Hearts and Minds. 
Thefc ViciiBtudes would be prevented, by only 
fctting a true Value on the Things of this 
World, 



It 
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It is as difficult to find a vain Man who be- 
lieves himfelf happy enough, as a mpdeft Man 
who believes himfelf too unhappy. 

When I contemplate the Luftre of Majefty, 
or the fplendid Stations of Minifters, I am at* 
ways checked from thinking myfelf unhappy^ 
by confidering at the fame time the Fate of thct 
Plowman^ the Soldier, and Mafon. 

There b but one real Misfortune that can be^ 
fal a Man, and that is, to find himfelf in a 
Fault, or to have any thing to reproach himfelf 
with. 

Men are generally more capable of vigorout 
EfForts to obtain their Ends, than of a long Per» 
feverance: Their Supinenefi and Inconftancy. 
rob them of the Fruits of the moft promifing 
Beginnings; they are overtaken bythofe of 
whom they had the Start, and who walk flowly, 
but hold on. 

I dare affirm, that Men know better how to 
plan good Meafures than how to purfue them, 
or what is fit to fay and do, than to do and fay 
what is (it : A Man firmly determines, riat 
in fuch an Aflfair, which he is to negotiate, he 
he will keep the Secret ; and afterwards, ^thier 

through 



through Garrulity, or Warmth of Converfation> 
it is the firft Thing which efcapcs him. 

Men are remifs in what is their particular 
Duty, but they make a Merit, or rather it 
pjeafes their Vanity, to bufy themfelves about 
fuch Things as donot -belong to them, nor fuit 
with their Condition and Character.. 

When a Man puts on a heterogeneous Cha- 
rafter, thiere is no lefs Difference between what 
he appears, and what he is really inhimfelf, thax^ 
between a Vizard and a natural Face. 

Telephus bias Wit, but ten times lefs, if rightl]^ 
computed, than he prefumes he has. Therefore, 
in* every thing he fays, does, meditates, and pro* 
ycSh^ he is ten times beyond his Ability: Thus 
be always exceeds the true Meafure of .his Farts « 
and Capacity. And this Reafoning I am fur» 
is juft: He is limited as it were by a Barrier^, 
which he ought not to pafs, but he leap^.over^. 
launches out of his S{diere, and though he per-? - 
ceives his own Wtaknefs, he is everdifcovcrinj 
it, by pretending mofl t5 what he leafl under-; 
ftands ; attempts Things above his Power, and* 
aims at what is too much for him : If he does 
Something, of what kind foever, to any Degf ec 
of Perfeftbn, he judges of himiclf by that. 
The Good and Conmiendable in him, is ob- 



fcured by his a£Feduig the Sublime and Mar* 
yellous ; we can eafily fee what he is not^ but 
we muft guefs at what he is. He is a Man who 
never weighs his Ability, who knpws nothing 
f»fhimfelf, and who is unacquainted with his 
Qwn Genius, and always adopting a Chara£ter 
which docs not belong to him» 

The greatcft Wits have their Ebbs and Flows . 
they are fometimes as it were exhaufted ; then 
let them neither write nor talk, nor aim at en- 
tertaining. Should a Man flng when he has a 
Cold ? (hould he not rather wait till be recovers 
bis Voice ? 

A Blockhead is no more than an Automaton, 
moving by its own Springs, which turn him a- 
bout always in one Manner, and keep him in 
an Equilibre ; he is uniform, he never alters his 
Pofition or Movements j if you have feen him 
once, you have feen him as he ever was, and will 
be : He is at beft but as the lowing Ox, or the 
whiftling Black-bird j he is fixed, andobftinate, I 
may fay 5 he afts according to his Species ; what 
you fee leaft is his torpid Soul, that is never exer- 
cifed, but in droneing on in a continual Inactivity. 

A Blockhead never dies ; or if, according to 
pur Manner of Speaking) be muft once die, \ 

may 



may properly fay, be gets by it, and that Death 
to him is the Beginning of Life; his Soul then 
thinks, reafons, infers, concludes, judges, fore- 
fees, and does every thing it never did before ; 
it finds itfelf releafed from a cumbrous Lump 
of Flefli, where it feemed to be buried without 
Fundlion, Motion, or any thing becoming its 
Dignity. It bluflies to have been lodged in fuch 
a vile Body, and fo long fhakeled in fuch brutifh 
and imperfect Organs, where neceflarily it could 
produce nothing but the Blockhead or Fool. 
Now it is equal to the greateft of thofe Souli 
which animated the Bodies of Men moft cele- 
brated for their Endowments. The detached 
Soul oiJlain is not diftinguiihable from thofe of 
Conde^ RicbelUu^ Pafchal^ or MaUbranche. 

A £alfe Delicacy in familiar Actions, in Man« 
ners or Condu^ is not fo called, becaufe it is 
feigned, but becaufe it is exercifcd in little 
things, where it is utterly mifplaccd. On the 
contrary, a falfe Delicacy in Tafte or Temper, 
is only fo when it is feigned and afFefted. j?- 
milia fcreams at the jolt of a Coach, or any 
other other Accident when fhe is not in any 
fear ; another turns pale at the fight of a Moufe ; 
a third is fond of Violets, and fwoon s at a 
Tuberofe. 

s 5 ^ 
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Who can promifc himfclf to content Man- 
kind ? Let not the Prince, though never fo 
Great amd Good, pretend to it. Let him pror 
mote their Pleafures, let him truft them with 
his Secrets, admit them into thofe Places, the 
bare fight of which is a noble Spe£lacle ; let 
bim afterwards (hew them a thoufand otjier 

Sights to divert them, fet his Invention at 
work for Concerts and Entertainments, and 
allow them all the liberty they could dedre i 
let him afTociate with them in their Amufe- 

* 

ments; let the Great Man become af&blcj 
or the Hero humane and free, all would feif: 
Men are tired in the end, with the very things 
that at firft enraptured them ; they would for- 
ftike the Table of the Gods : NeSfar would 
in time become infipiJ : Vanity and a wret- 
ched Delicacy would tempt them to criticife 
ton the moft perfeA things ; their Tafte, if we 
will bdieve them, is above all Gratification; 
a Royal Expence would be unfuccefsful ; their 
Axngrateful Malice prompts them to do whUt 
they can to leflen the Joy, which others may 
have in entertaining them. Thefe very Peo- 
ple, who are commonly fo civil and complain 
fant, are liable to forget themfelves, fometimes 
they are quite transformed, and we fee the 

Man even in the Courtier. 

Affca- 
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AfFe£btion in Gefture, Speech or Mannf rs;, 
is &equently the produA of Idlenels or IndifF- 
erence ; whereas Budneis and an Applicatioa 
to ferious Affairs keep a Man to Nature. 

Men have no Characters ; or if they havef 
It is that of having none which are uniform 
and conflant, by which they may at all times 
be known : They cannot bear -to be always 
{he fame, a continuance in Regularity^ of 
Licentioiilheis, feems a Conftraint* If they 
fometimes leave one Virtue for another, as a 
Relaxation, they oftener exchange Vices on the 
iame Account: They have ieveral contrary 
Paffionsand Foibles : Extremts are more eafy to 
them, flian a regular and natural Conduft ; Ene- 
mies to Mediocrity, in Good as well as Evil, 
they nm intoExcei&s, of which, when grown, 
inable to fupportjtheyeafe themfelves by change 
ing* Adraftm was fiich a profligate Li bertiney 
fuch an abandoned Debauchee, that he has 
found it eafier to comply with the fafbionable 
Devotion ; but would find it a harder Talk 
to become a Man of Virtue. 

Whence comes it thatlbme who can meet 
the moft trying IXiaftcrs with Compoiure ar^ 
in a Flame at the leaft Incoaireniency. C 

S4 ti 
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tainly this fort of Conduft is not Virtue; 
for Virtue is equable, and never flies out into 
Inconfiftencies. It is a Vice then, and nothing 
clfe but Vanity putting on an aiFe£ted For* 
titude, at thofc Events which will make a 
noife in the World, but in all others negli- 
gent and impetuous. 

We feldom repent talking too little, but 
Tcry often talking too much ; a common ob- 
folete Maxim, which every body knows, and 
no body pra<^ifes. 

We are vindiftive to our own lofs, and 
g^e the Staff into our Enemies Hands, when 
we fay things of them which are not true, 
and lye to defame them. 

If Men could blu£h for themfelves, how 
inany Sins, public and private, would they 
feve by it ! 

If fome Men are not fo honeft as they miglht 
have been, the original Fault is in their Edu- 
cation. 

There is in fome an happy Mediocrity oC 
Parts, it keeps them dlfcreteand virtuou^. 

Fcr. 
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Fcnila^s and Rods are for Children, and 
Crowns, Scepters, Furrs„ Swords, Maces, Caps 
and Hoods for Men. Reafon and Juftice, and 
even Majefty, without their Enfigns and Or-' 
naments, would neither perfuade nor deter.^ 
Men are led by their Eyes and Ears, more than 
influenced by their Underftandings. 

* Timon^ or the Man-hater may be inwardly, 
auftere, but he is outwardly ' civil, he afts up 
to his Charafter, is never jocularly familiar : 
On the contrary, he treats Men with a grave 
PoHtenefs, but he takes care not to encourage 
any Freedoms in them, as he intends no Inti* 
macies ; and like a Lady in her Vifits among 
Strangers, intrenches himfelf within a referved 
Complaifance. ^ 

Reafon is allied to Truth ; one Way only 
brings to it, but a thoufand lead us aftray.. 
The Study of Wifdom is not fo extenfive as 
that of Fools and Coxcombs : He who has feen 
none but polite and reafonable Men, either 
knows not Mankind, or knows them only by 
halves : Whatever inward Difference there be 
in Talents or Morals, and in Knowledge of the 
World, Politenefs produces the fame Appearance 
in all, and make Men refemble each other by 

♦ D. 4fc riller9u 

fome 
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fome outward Modes of Elegancy and Ceremo* 
my, which being common to all| make us bcr 
]ieve diat they have the like AfiBnity and Kcs 
femblance in other Things : He, on the coa- 
tray, who mingles with the People, or retires 
into the Country, if he has Eyes, ftrange DiC* 
coverics prcfent thcmfclves, he fees Things per- 
fe&ly new and unimagined; he increafes his 
Knowledge of Mankind by continual Expe* 
riences, and is amazed to fee by how many 
diflFcrcnt Ways Men may be intolerable. 

After having maturely confidered Mankind, 
and analyfed their Thoughts, Opinions, Incli« 
nations and AfFeAions, and laid open the Erro- 
ncoufnefs and Depravity of them j we are forced 
to own, that Obftinacy is more prejudicial ta 
them than Inconftancy, 

How many weak, flegmatic, futile People 
are there, who, without any prominent Defefis, 
come within the Verge of Satyr. What Variety 
of Ridicule is difleminatedover the whole human. 
Race ! yet all of little Confcquenccy. and not t» 
be improved into moral or prudential Inftrucr 
tions. Thefe are particular Vices, and not 
contagious^ being rather pcrfonal than gcneraL 

Tb4 Endof thi Fir^t Volume. 
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